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PREFACE. 



ALTHOUGH no man needs to 
make an apology for ufing his beft 
endeavours in defence qf our common 
Chriftianity, when it is openJy attacked ; yet 
as my engaging again in this caufe, after having 
done it on fome formeir occafions, might have 
jan appearance of too piuch forwardnefs; it 
was with fome reliiQance that I was perfua- 
ded to undertake it. What had great weight 
with me was, the judgment and advice of a 
perfon of great worth*, of whofe fincere 
friendfliip I have had many proofs, and whom 
I greatly honoi^r for his truly Chriflian and 

♦ The Rev. Dr. Thomas Wilfin^ Reflorof Walbrook^ 
aipd Picbcndary oitVeJiminfter. 

A z candid 
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candid fpirit, as well gs his 2eal for our holy 
religion. He urged, that it was highly proper 
to take notice of the contempt and abufe 
attempted to be thrown upon Chriftianity 
and the holy Scriptures, by a writer of fo great 
name, and whofe fpecious infinuations, and 
confident aflertions, might probably make dif- 
advantageous impreffions upon minds too well 
prepared to receive them. And^ as he had not 
then heard that ^ny qther had undertaken it, 
or intended to dp fo ; he thought my drawing 
up remarks on thefe Letters, which had made 
fo much noife, might be of fome ufe. This 
determined me to attempt it ; and how far 
what i3 novtr offered is fitted to anfwerthe in- 
tention, mufl: be fubmitted to the judgment of 
the public. I am fenfible of the difadvantage 
one is under in appearing againft a writer of fo 
diftinguifhedacharader, as the late Lord Vif- 
cpunt Bolingbroke. His lordfhip's admirers 
will no doubt expedt, that a proper decent re- 
fped (hpuld be paid to his great abilities and 
talents, as well as quality. This I readily ac- 
knowlege. But there is certainly a ftill greater 
regard due to the honour of Chriftianity, which 
he hath unworthily infulted; and to the intereft 
of the prefent eftablifliment, which he hath en- 
deavoured to weaken and expofe. Howevet, 
it is hoped the reader will find, that care has 
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ijfeen taken not to tranfgrefs the rules of decen- 
ty, or to pulh the charge againft him farther 
than his own words givejuft ground for ; and 
that angry and reproachful expreflions have 
not been made life of, even where there feem- 
cd to be a fufficient provocation given. 

It might have been expefted,^ from a perfbrt 
of his lordfliip's genius, and who feems fond of 
faying things which had not beeh infifted 
upon before, that when he thought fit to ap- 
pear againft the authority of the holy Scriptures, 
and the Chriftian religion, he would have ma- 
naged the argiinaent in a different manner, and 
to greater advantage, than had been done by 
Others in the fame caufe before him.^ But I 
do not find, thatj with all his fagacitypd pene- 
tration, he hath advanced any thing On the ar- 
gument, that can be pt-operly called a new dif- 
covery 5 or that he hath given any additional 
force to the objections which had been urged 
by others, and to w'hich fufficient anfwers have 
been made. 

In that part of his Letters, irl which he at- 
tempteth to expofe the Scripture hiftory as 
falfeor uncertain, there are feveral things throwrl 
in, which feem rathet calculated to /hew hi§ 
lordfhip's reading, than to anfwer the main de» 
lign he appears to have had in view. It v;ould 
T)eno difficult matter to point to fome midakcs 

A 3 and 
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and inaccuracies he hath fallen into. But 1 
have chofen for the moft part to pafs them by^ 
and confine myfelf to thofe things that have a 
nearer relation to the argument. 

Anyone that is converfant with thofe that are 
called the deiftical writers^ muft have obferved, 
that it is very ufual for them to put on an ap- 
pearance of refpefl: for Ghriftianity, at the fame 
time that they do all in their power to iubvert 
It. In this his lordfhip hath thought fit to 
imitate them. 

He hath fometimes expreffed a feeming re- 
gard for the holy Scriptures 3 and hath carried it 
fo far as to make a fhew of owning the divine 
ihfpiration of fome parts of them. But I believe 
he would have been loth to have had it thought, 
that he was in earneft. It is not eafy to fee the 
juftice, or even the good fenfe, of fuch a condud: ^ 
jince the difguife is too thin to impofe upon 
the moft unwary reader : nor can I fee what 
end it can aftfwer, but to give one no very good 
opinion of the writer's fincerity. 

This juftice, however, muft be done to the 
iioble author, that he hath brought the con- 
trovcrfy relating to the divine authority of the 
Chriftiaji religion into a narrower compafs than 
fome others engaged in the fame caufe have 
f eemed willing to do. tie afTerteth ^ that Chri- 
flianity is a religion founded upon fads^; and 

fairly 
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fairly acknowlegeth, that if the fads can bs 
proved to be true, the divine original and au- 
thority of the Chriftian religion are eftabliflied. 
And what he requireth is, that thefe fadts fhould 
be proved, as all other paft fafts, that are 
judged worthy of credit, are proved ; viz. by 
good hiftorical evidence. This bringeth the 
controverfy to a ihort iffue : for if it can be 
(hewn, that the gre^t, important fadts, recorded 
in the evangelical writings, have been tranfmit- 
ted to us with as much evidence as could be 
rcafonably expefted, fuppofing thofe fadls to 
have, been really done 5 then, by his lordihips 
conceffions, and according to his own way of 
ftating the cafe, tliey are to be received as 
true; and confequently the Chriftian religion 
is of divine authority. 

His lordftiip had too much fenfe to deny 
(as fome have been willing to do) the certain- 
ty of all hiftorical evidence as to paft fa61:s, or 
to infift upon ocular demonftration for things 
done in former ages. Since therefore the bell 
way of knowing and being affured of paft facts 
is, by authentic accounts, written and publiftied 
in the age in which the fadts were done ; all that 
properly remains is, to prove the credibility and 
authenticity of the Gofpel-records j and that 
they have been tranfmitted to us with fuch a 
degree of evidence, as may be fafely depended 

A 4 upon. 
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upon. And notwithftanding what his lordfliip 
hath infinuated to the contrary, this hath been 
often done with great clearnefs and force, by 
the writers that have appeared on the behalf of 
Chriftianity. What is offered in this way in 
the following Reflexions, will, I hope, be judged 
fufEcient; though I have done little more than 
point to the heads of things, which might eafi- 
ly have been inlarged upon, if I had not been 
afraid of fwelling thefe Refledions to too great 
a bulk.. 

The chief danger to be apprehended from 
his lordflhip's book, appears to. me to arife 
from the contemptuous infinuations he has 
thrown out againft Chriftianity, as if it could not 
bear the light, or ftand the teft of an impartial 
inquiry ; and as if every man of fenfe that exa- 
mines into firft principles without prejudice, 
muft immediately fee through the delufion. 
This, from a man of his lordftiip*s known 
abilities, and fine tafte, may be apt to do mifchief 
among thofe, who, without any uncommon 
abilities, or giving themfelves the trouble of 
much thinking, yet want to pafs for perfons of 
extraordinary penetration, and raifcd above 
vulgar prejudices. But if authority were to de* 
cidc this caufe, it were eafy to produce, on the 
fide of Chriftianity, many great names of per- 
fons, wliofe learning and good fenfe, and eminent 
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merit, are univerfally acknowleged. I fliall hoc 
mention any thing of the C/ergy on this ac- 
count, becaufe they might perhaps be excepted! 
againft: though, if extcnfive knowlege and 
learning, if depth of thought, and cxaainefs of 
judgment, if great candour and probity of man- 
ners, or if finenefs of genius, and elegance of 
tafte, in polite literature, might recommend 
them as fit to judge in jthefe matters; many 
of them might be named, fo confeffedly eminent 
in all thefe refpefts, as would render them or- 
naments to anyprofeffion in the world. Bat it 
may not be improper to mention fome illuftri- 
ous Laymen^ who have either profefledly writ- 
ten in defence of Chriftianity, and the holy- 
Scriptures, or have, in their writings, (hewn an 
high efteem and veneration for them. Of fo- 
rtigners, among many that might be mentioned 
to advantage, I fhall only take notice of thCj; 
Lord Du Flejjis Moruay^ who was both ^ vary 
wife ftatefman, and eminently learned ; the 
celebrated Monfieur Pafcal, one of the fineft 
writers, and greateft genius's, of the laft age j that 
extraordinary man Grotius^ not eafily to be* 
paralleled for force and extent of genius, as well 
as variety of learning 5 thofe great men the Ba- 
rons P^^;7^(?r/'and Ezekiel Spanheim^ the latter 
peculiarly eminent for his acquaintance with 
the belles lettres^ and refined tafte in the politer 

parts 
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parts of learning. To thcfe might be addecl 
many excellent perfons of our own nation, fuch 
as Lord Bacorty Mr. Selden^ Sir Charles fVolfely^ 
Sir Matthew Hale^ the honourable Robert Boyle ^ 
Mr. Locke^ Sir Ifaac Newton^ Mr. Addifon^ 
Mr. Forbes the late Lord Prefident of Scotland^ 
I believe there are few but would think it an 
honour to be ranked with thefe illuftrious names, 
fomc of them remarkable for their eminent 
jftation and figure in the world, and great poli- 
tical abilities; and all of them juftly admired for 
the extent of their learning and knowlege, the 
folidity of their judgment, or corredlnefs of 
their tafte. And I cannot help, on this occa- 
lion, mentioning two gentlemen now living, of 
acknowleged learning and fine fenfc, who have 
diftinguifhed themfelves by their writings in 
defence of Chriftianity 5 Sir George Lyttelton^ 
and Mr. Weft. 

No man needs therefore be apprehenfive, as 
if his appearing to fhew a zeal for Chriftianity, 
might be looked upon as a rcfledlion upon his 
under ftanding, or as a mark of a narrow and 
bigotted way of thinking; fince it cannot be 
denied, that fome of the wifeft men, thegreatefl: 
genius's, and exadteft reafoners, of the age, have 
been perfons that profefled an high regard for 
the Chriftian religion. And the fame might, 
I doubt not, be faid of numbers of gentlemen 
now living, of eminen': abilities, and diftin* 
6 guifhed 
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guifhed worth, who might be mentioned with 
great honour, though they have had no occa-^ 
fion of appearing in the world as writers. But 
the controverfy is not to be decided by the au* 
thority of great names* Chriftianiiy doth not 
Hand in need of that fupport. It ftandetK 
fixed on its own folid bafis ; and only requireth 
to be confidered with an attention fuitable to its 
Vaft importance. It hath nothing to fear from 
a true freedom of thought, frdm deep reafon- 
ing, and impartial inquiry. What it hath 
moil to apprehend, is a thoughtlefs levity and 
inattention of mind, and an abfolute indifFer- 
cncy to all religion, and to all inquiries about 
it. It is no eafy matter to prevail with thofe 
to think clofely in fuch a cafe as this, who are 
tinder the power of fenfual affeftions and ap- 
petites, who are funk in Indolence and a Lov^ 
vf Ea/e, or carried off with a perpetual hurry 
of Dherjions and Amufements^ or engaged in 
the warm purfuits of Ambition or Avarice. 
But fiirely, if the voice of rcafon is to be heard, 
and if there be any thing at all that defcrveth 
a fedous attention, it is this. The inquiry 
whether Chriftianlty be true, and of a divii.c 
original^ or not, is a matter of high importance, 
and upon which a great deal dependeth. The 
Gofpel itfelf moft certainly reprefenteth it fo. 
If Chriilianity be true and divine, thofe to 

whom 
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whom it is publiflhed, and who have an ofU^ 
porturiity of inquiring into it, and yet negled! 
to do fo, can never be able to juftify their con-* 
diijft to the great Ruler and Judge of the world* 
It cannot with any confiftency be fuppofed, 
that if God hath fefit his Son into the world, 
to bring a clear revelation of his will, and to 
guide men in the way of falvation, it is a 
matter of indifferency whether thofe to whom 
it is offered^ and made known,- pay any regard 
to this fignificalion of the divine will or not, 
or comply with the terms which are there pre- 
fcribed. And therefore for fuch perfons to re-', 
jeft it at a venture, without giving thcmfelvesr 
the trouble of a ferious inquiry, or to continue 
in a wilful negligence and carelefs fufpenfe of 
mind in a matter of fuch vaft confequence, is a 
moft unaccountable and inexcufable condudt^ 
altogether unworthy of reafonable, thinkmg 
beings. 

Let Chriftianlty therefore be carefully exa-j 
mined. Let the evidence for the fads oii 
which its divine authority is fupported, be coolly 
and impartially confidered, whether it is not as 
much as could be reafonably defired, fuppofing 
thofe fadts were true, and which would be ac-^ 
counted fufficient in any other cafe. Let the 
original records of Chriftianity be inquired into^ 
whether they have not the charaders of genuine 

fimplicity, 
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fimplieity, integrity, and a linccrc regard to 
truUi J and whether they have not been tranfp 
Hiitted to us with an evidence equal or fuperior 
to what can be produced for any other writings 
whatfoever. Let the nature and tendency of 
t]be religion itfelf be confidcred j whether the 
idea there given us of the Deity be not fuch 
as tendeth to render him both nioft amiable 
and moft venerable, to fill our hearts with a 
fupcrlative love to God as having given the 
mpft amazing proofe of his wonderful love and 
goodnefs towards mankind, and at the fame 
time with a facred awe and reverence of him as 
the wife and righteous Governor of the world, 
a lover of order, and an hater of vice and wicked* 
nefs ; whether its precepts be not unqueftion- 
ably pure apd holy, and fuch as, if faithfully 
complied with, would raife our natures to an high 
degree of moral excellence 5 whether the uni- 
form tendency of the whole fcheme of re* 
li^ion there held fprth to us, be not to promote 
the hoppur pf Qod, and the good of mankind, 
and the c:aufe of piety, righteoufnefs, and 
virtue, in the world ; to engage us to worfhip 
God with a pure adoration and devotion, to 
dpal juftly, kindly, and equitably, with all men, 
and to fubdue the fenfual irregular afFedions 
and lufls, and keep them within proper bounds, 
g^pcf ftjtion, and falfe devotion, have frequently 

put 
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put men upon unnatural and exceffive rigourj 
and aufterities ; but Chriftianity, like the bleffed 
Author of it, keeps clear of all extremes. It 
abridgeth us of no pleafures within the bounds 
of purity and innocence ; nor doth it oblige 
us to extinguifli our natural appetites and 
paffions, but to govern and moderate them, 
and preserve them in a regular fubjedtion to 
reafon, and the law of the mind : and certainly 
it is neceffary for our own quiet and happinefs, 
and for the good order of fociety, that we 
fhould do fo, And finally, let it be confideredj^ 
whether aijy motives could poflibly be exhibited 
more powerful and engaging, than thofe which 
the Gofpel fetteth before us. Jt propofeth the 
jiobleft models for our imitation, God himfclf, 
in his imitable moral excellencies -, and his well* 
beloved Son, the moft perfeft imajge of his owq 
goodncfs and purity, Jt difplayeth all the 
charms and attraftions of redeeming grace and 
love to allure us, Jt giveth the greateft en- 
couragement to finners to repent, and forfake 
their evil ways 5 and promifeth the raoft gracious 
affiftances to help our infirmities, and to 
flrengthen our weak, but fincere, endeavours in 
the performance of our duty. It raifeth us to 
the moft glorious profpeSls^ and fublime hopes^ 
than which nothing can poffibly have an happier 
tendency to engage us to a patient continuance 
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in well doing, amidft the many difficulties and 
temptations of this prefent ftate. The Rewards 
it propofeth are fuch as are fitted to animate 
holy and generous fouls, and to produce, not a 
fcrvile and mercenary frame of fpirit, but a 
true greatnefs of mind j viz. an happinefs con- 
fifting in the perfedlion of our natures, in a 
conformity to God, and the eternal enjoyment 
of him, and in the pure pleafures of fociety 
and friendfhip with glorious angels, and the 
fpirits of the juft made perfedt. And on the 
other hand, to make an impreffion upon thofe 
that are infenfible to the charms and beauty of 
virtue, it maketh the moft lively and afFeding 
reprefentations of the Terrors of the wrath to 
come, and the Punijhments that fhall be exe- 
cuted in a future ftate upon thofe that obftinately 
perfift in a courfe of prefumptuous fin and dif- 
cbedience. 

This is an imperfefl: fketch of the nature 
anddefign of Chriftiaqity, as laid down in the 
Gofpel In this view let it be confidered, and 
not be unjuftly charged, as it hath often been, 
with corruptions that are oply owing to a de- 
viation from its original purity s or with the 
pradlices of thofe^ who, though they make a 
profefllon of believing it, allow themfelves in 
courfes which it forbids and condemns. What 
9Xi happy world would this be, if men could be 

more 
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more generally perfuaded to yield a willing fub- 
jedtion to its divine authority, and to comply 
ivith its true fpirit and defign, and to give up 
themfelves to be governed by its excellent pie- 
cepts, and important motives ! 

What then can thofe propofe that take pains 
to turn men from fuch a religion as this, and 
to weaken or fubvert the evidences of its divine 
authority ? Can they pretend to introduce a 
more pure and fublime morality, or to enforce 
it with more powerful motives ? Do they pro- 
pofe to render men more holy and virtuous^ 
more pious and devout towards God, more juft 
and kind and benevolent towards men, more 
temperate and careful in the due government 
of their appetites and paffions, than the Gofpel 
requireth and obligeth them to be ? Do they 
intend to advance the interefts of virtue by de-. 
priving it of its moft efFedual encouragements 
and fupports, or to exalt the joys of good men 
by weakening their hopes of everlafting hap- 
pinefs, or to reftrain and reglaim the wicked 
and vicious by freeing them from the fears 
of future punifhment? 

There is a great complaint of a growing 
diffhlutenefs of manners, and of a general cor-- 
ruption. His lordfliip reprefenteth this in the 
moft lively terms ; but, inftead of afcribing it to 
the proper caufes, he is for laying the whole 

loa4 
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Idai of it on the prefent cftablifli'ment. Far 
from direfting to the propfcf cure, he hath 
done what he could to take away that which 
would be the moft cffeftual reinedy, the in- 
fluence of Chrilliahity oii the ftilnds and cbn^ 
fciencesT)f men. When the f eft faints of re- 
ligion are once taken off, what can be expeded, 
but that they (hould abandon themfelves to the 
conduft of their paffions? Human Laws and 
penalties will be found to be weak ties, where 
there is no fear of God, nor regard to a -future 
Hate, or the powers of the world to come. In 
proportion as a negleSi or contempt of religion 
groweth amongft us, 2i dijfolutenffs 6i niorals 
will prevail ; and when once this becometh 
general among a people, true probity and wrtue^ 
a right public fpirit ^ and generms concern for 
the real inlere/is of our country y will be ex-^ 
iinguijhed. Surely then all that wifli well to 
the good order of fociety, and to the happineiS 
of mankinds ought to wifh, that true uncor- 
rupted Chriftianity (hould. generally obtain and 
prevail 5 and that men (hould not only heartily 
believe, but ferioufly confider it, and endeavour 
to get it wrought into the very frame and 
temper of their fouls. For Chriftianity is not 
a mere outward form and profeflion, but a 
living principle, of a prafticai nature and tend* 
cncy* And it is flbt enough to have a fpccula- 

a " tivc 
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tive nqtlgfi and belief of it, but we miifl: eoq- 
fider it witfi that attQ^tign which becpmeth us 
and do what we qan, to fnfbrce its ejccellenl 
do£trincs and motives upon our own hearts. 

This rubjecSt ha^h c^irried me .tq a greatej 
lengtli than I at fir^ intended : but | hope i 
y^l not be thpught improper tq the pccafion 
1 fhall only add^ that though the principa 
defign of the foIk>wing rein^rks on the lat< 
lord Bolingiroke's Letters is tq take notice o 
thofe paflagps in them which relate to Chrifti- 
inity, and tine holy Scriptures^ the reader wil 
irieet wi^h other refle<aions of a mifcellaneou: 
kind, and fome that are pf a political nature 
In thefe laft I inay perhaps be thought to hav< 
gone a little out of iny province. And I piuf 
ionfefs, that I am not fond of appearing in th( 
world under the charadlerpf a political writer 
For this reafon feveral things have been omit, 
ted upon the review, which I had adually pre 
pared for farther detedting the mifreprefenta 
iiqns and inconfiftencies which I thought I fav; 
m fome parts of his Letters, efpecially tha 
long one, which is the firfl: of the fecond vo 
lume. Nor fliould I have meddled with thefi 
matters at alL if it had not been from a defirt 
1^0 contribute to the obviating fome prejudice 
)vhich thefe Letters have a tendency to raife o 
lengthen in the minds of fome perfons, boti 
3 again! 
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^aainft the prcfent gpvernment, and agajnft 
tnciVfelloWriubjc(9ts j and J think it fhoaldi)c 
tj^e carijkcft ^^fi^ of every true Chriftian, and 
lover of his country, that all fhould be unite4 
in a^cady jjind well-reflated jpal for ouflioly 
sfeligion, v»nd far that eflabJisihment on which, 
blinder God, 0ie fecurity of our mpft valuable 
.dyil apd teligious liberties doth in a grea| 
ineafure depend. 

Dublin^ Nqv. 4. 175^. 
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REFLECTI ON S 

On the Late 

Lord Bolingbroke's Letters, 




PARTI. 

On the Study and Ufe of HiSTORy» 

IHE htcLordBoIingl^rckehsiS generally 
obtained the reputation of being one 
of tlie fineft writers in our language. 
This hath procured him a kind of 
authority in the world, which makes way for an 
eafy and favourable reception of any thing that is 
publifhed under his name. A writer poflefled 
of fuch talents hath it in his power to be rig- 
nally ferviceable to religion, and the true intereft 
of his country ; and on the other hand, there 
is fcarce any thing of more pernicious influence 
than fuch talents mifapplied. When the public 
was firft informed of Letters written by him on 
the Study and Ufe of Hiftory, it was natural to 
cxpedt fomething very entertaining and improve- 
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2 Reflexions on the Late 

ing from fuch an author on fuch a fubjed. And 
it will not be denied^ that he has many good 
and fome very curious obfervations, cxprefled in 
a very genteel manner, and with great eleganciCi 
and purity of ftile : but thefe are intcrfperfed 
with others of a very different kind, and of a 
dangerous tendency. 

In thefe letters his lordfliip has done what he 
could to expofe the authority of the Scriptures 
to contempt 5 and at the fame time has made the 
moft difadvantageousrep?fefentation of the prefent 
flate of the government and conftitutioii of his 
country. If we are to truft the accounts h? 
giveth us, Chriftianity hath no real foundation of 
truth in fadt to depend upon ; it hath been up- 
held by fuperftition, ignorance, and impofture; 
and hath been vifibly decaying ever fince the re- 
vival of learning and knowlege. And our civil 
copftitution, inftead of being rendered better at 
the late revolution, hath been ever jfince growing 
worfc ; and our liberties are in more real danger 
than they were in before. The natural tendency 
of fuch repreibntations is to infpire a thor.ougn 
contempt and difregard of the religion into 
which we were baptized, and to produce endlefs 
jealoufies and difcontents, if not open infurrec- 
tions, againft the government under which we 
live. No man therefor^ who hath a juft zeal 
for either of thefe, can fee without concern fuch 
an infolent attempt againft both. And, in this 
cafe, the quality, the ability, the reputation of 
the writer, as it maketh the attempt mpre 
dangerous, rendereth it more neceffary to guard 

againft 
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again ft it. If an inferior writer had faid all that 
his iord(hip hath advanced, it would have de- 
ierved very little notice. But there are too 
many that arc ready almoft implicitly to fwallow 
down any thing that cometh to them recom- 
mended by a great name ; efpecially if it be ad- 
vanced with a very peremptory and decifive air. 
And if an author's account of himfelf muft be 
taken, there perhaps fcarce ever was a writer 
whofe judgment ought to have greater weight, 
or who better deferves, that an almoft implicit 
regard ftiould be had to his diiSates, than the 
author of thefe letters. — 

He enters upon his firft letter with declaring, 
that the rules he is going to recommend as necef&ry 
to be obferved in the ftudy of hiftory, were ■■ 
** very different from thofe which writers on the 
^ fame fubjed: have recommended, and which 

** are commonly praftifed/' But he ajQTureth 

his reader (and I believe him) that ** this 

** never gave him any diftruft of them/' And 

therefore he propofeth to tell his fentiments . 

** without any regard to the opinion and practice 

** even of the learned world*." He de- 

clareth it as his opinion, that *' A creditable 

** kind of ignorance is the whole benefit, which 
** the generality of men , even of the moft learned, 
^* reap from the ftudy of hiftory, which yet ap- 
*' pears to him of all other the moft proper to 
** train us up to private and public virtue f*. '' — • 
Surely then the world muft be mightily obliged 
to an author who comes to give them! inftrudlions 

• Vol. I. p. I, 2. t IWd. p. 15. 
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4 Reflexions o« the Late 

and directions in a matter of fuch great im- 
portance, which the generality of men, even of 
the moft learned, were unacquainted with before. 
In his letter on the true ufe of retirement and 

Jiud)\ he finely reprefenteth, what ** a de- 

** Arable thing it muft be to every thinking man, 
" to have the opportunity indulged to fo few, 
** of living fome years at leaft to ourfelves in a 
^' ftatc of freedom, under the laws of reafon, 
f * inftead of pafling our whole time under thofe 
" of authority and cuftom." — And alks — " Is 
•* it not worth our while to contemplate our* 
*^ felves and others, and all the things of this 
" world, once before we leave them, through the 
** medium of pure and undefiled reafon * ? "— 

He obferves, that " They who can abftra<3: 

*' themfelves from the prejudices, and habits, 
*^ and pleafures, and bufinefs of the world, 
*' which, he fays, is what many are, though 
*^ all are not, capable of doing, may elevate 
*^ their fouls in retreat to an higher ftation, and 
** may take from thence fuch a view of the 
" world, as the fecond Scipio took in his dream 

^' from the feats of the bleffed." That this 

will enable them to " diftinguifh every de- 

*^ gree of probability, from the loweft to the 
^^ higheft, and mark the difference between this 
** and certainty, and to eftablifh peace of mind, 
*' where alone it can reft fecurely, on refigna- 

^^ tion -f. " In what follows he feems to 

apply this to his own cafe. He reprefents him- 
felf as in a Hate of retirement from the world, 

* Vol. n. p. 197. t Ibid, p. 199. 
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abftraSed from its plea/hres, and difengaged from 
the habits of bufinefs : though at the fame 
time he declareth his refolution in his retreat to 
contribute as much as he can to defend and pre* 
Jerve the Britifh conjiitution of government ; for 
which he cxpedled his reward from God alone, 
to whom he paid thisfervice *. He goes on to 

obferve in the fame letter, that ** he who has 

** not cultivated his reafon young, will be utterly 

*' unable to improve it old.". And that 

^* not only a love of ftudy, and a defire of 
*^ knowlege, muft have grown up with us, but 
** fuch an induftripus application hkewife, as 
*' requires the whole vigour of the mind to be 
*^ exerted in the purfuit of truth, through long 
" trains of difcourfe, and all thofe dark recefles, 

** wherein man, not God, has hid it." And 

then he declares, that this love^ and this dejire^ 
he has felt all his life\ and is not quite a ft ranger 
to this induftry and application -f-. 

His reflexions upon Exile tend alfo to give one 
an high idea of the author. Speaking of the 
neceflity of ftanding watchful as centinels, to 
difcover the fecret wiles and open attacks of that 
capricious goddefs Fortune before they can reach 
us, he adds — " I learned this important lefTon long 
*^ ago, and never trufted to Fortune, even while 
** fhe feemed to be at peace with me. The 
" riches, the honours, the reputation, and all 
*^ the advantages which her treacherous indul- 
*' gence poured upon me, I placed fo, that fhe 
*^ might fnatch them away without giving me 

♦ Vol. 11. p. 201, 202. ^ t Ibid. p. 205, 2c6. 
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6 Refledions on the Late 

*^ any difturbance. I kept a great interval Vic- 
** tween me and them. She took them, but 
^* (he could not tear them from me *. " He 
frequently exprefleth himfelf in thofe refle^ons, 
as one luoerior to fortune and exile, and that 
had attained to a perfed philofophic calmnefs 
and tranquillity^ >^ hofe mind was not to be dii-^ 
compofed by any outward evils ; as one who was 
far from the hurry of the ivorldj and almofi an 
unconcerned fpectator of "what pa£e$ in ity and 
who, having paid in a public life what he owed 
to the prefent age^ was refolved to pay in a pri^ 
vate life ivhat be owes to pofterity ; and who 
was determined to write as well as live without 
pajjion -f. And who would not be inclined to 
pay a vaft regard to the fentiments of a great 
genius, that had always from bis youth loved 
fludy, and defired knowlege, and to this added 
induftry and application; who had an opportunity 
for retirement from the world, and knew how 
to improve it ; and who had made ufe of his 
folitude to contemplate himfelf and* others, and 
all the things of this world, through the medium 
of pure and undefiled reafon ! 

But there are feveral things that tend to take 
off from that dependence one might otherwife 
be apt to have upon an author poffeffed of fo 
many advantages. 

It can fcarce be denied, that there is a great 

appearance of vanity in thcfc letters. A certain 

air of fufficiency breathes through the whole. 

He evcry-where pronounccth in a dogmatical 

^ Vol. II. p. 234. t Ibid. p. 282. 
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and decifive way, and with a kind of didatorial 
authority ; and feemeth to regard himfelf as 
placed in a diftinguifiied fphere, from whence 
he iooketh down witl\ fuperiority and contempt 
upon thofe that have hitherto pafled for learned 
and knowing. To this may be added, what can 
fcarce efcape the notice of the commoneft 
reader, a vifible affectation of advancing fome-^ 
thing new, and which had not been thought of, 
or infifted upon, before. How often doth the 
polite author of thefe letters, when giving his 
diredions, and making his obfervations upon the 
ftudy and ufe of hiilory, put his noble corre- 
fpondent in mind, that they were quite different 
from any thing that had been obfcrved by thofe 
learned men who had treated of this fubjed: be- 
fore him ! In this I think him miftaken. But 
at prefent I only mention it as a proof of the 
deure he was pofTefTcd with of appearing tp 
think in a way different from, and fuperior to, 
the reft of mankind, even of the learned world. 
Such a defire and afFedlation of novelty, and of 
thinking out of the common way, may lead 
perfons of great parts aftray in their inquiries 
after truth, and hath often done fo. 

But there are other paffions and afFedions, 
that have a ftill lefs fciendly influence, and which 
are apt to give a wrong byafs to the mind. 
Such is that keennefs and bitternefs of fpirit, 
which difpofeth a man to find fault, and to put 
the moft unfavourable conftrudions upon perfons 
and things. I will not charge the late Lord 
Bolingbroke with having been really under the 
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influence of fuch a temper ; but there are feveral 
things in his letters which have that appearance. 
In his reflexions upon exile he layeth it down as 
a rule, to live and write without pajjion ; he talks 
as if he had got above all outward evils, and 
had attained to a perfedt tranquillity. And yet 
in thefe very refledions there are feveral paflage^ 
that difcover a very flrong refentment, and great 
bitternefs of fpirit. He there intimate?, that — 
" his country had reaped the benefit of his fer-. 
" vices, and he fuffered for them — That the 
^* perfons in oppofition to whom he ferved, and 
*^ even faved the public, confpired and accom- 
*^ plifhed his private ruin : That thefe were his 
*' accufers, and the giddy ungrateful croud his 
^^ judges : That art joined to malice endeavoured 
** to make his bell adions pafs for crimes, and 
^^ to ftaia his charafter — That for this purpofe 
*' the facred voice of the Senate was made to 
*^ pronounce a lye ; and thofe records, which 
*' ought to be the eternal monuments of truth, 
*^ became the vouchers of import ure and ca- 

** lumny *." This is very ftrongly exprefled. 

I fhall not at prefent inquire into the truth and 
juftnefs of thofe refledtions. I ' fhall only ob- 
ferve, that this is not the language of a man who 
live% and writes without pajjion^ or who is fo indif- 
ferent to common cenfure or approbation^ as he pro- 
fcfleth himfelf to be •f-. Nor is it eafy to reconcile 
this with that philofophiccalmnefs, that modera- 
tion, anJ tranquillity of m.ind, which he fomc- 
times maketh fo great a /hew of. There are feveral 

* Vcl. II. p. 270, 2711^ t Vol. I. p. &• 
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parts of his letters, as I may have occafion more 
diftindly to obferve afterwards, in which he ex- 
prefTcth himfelf with all the rage and virulence 
of a paflionatc party-writer. 

It were not fo much to be wondered at, if he 
difcovcred a refentment againft thofe whom he 
might apprehend to be the authors of his fufFerr 
ings ; but there are feveral things that look asr 
if he were out of humour with mankind. Of 
the Critics, Chronologers, Antiquaries, and of the 
Learned in general, even thofe of them that have 
been in the higheft reputation, he frequently 
exprefleth the utmoft contempt. He inveighs 
feverely againft the Divines, antient and modern ^ 
and reprefents even thofe of them, who, he 
fays, may be called fo without a fneer, as not 
fagacious or not honeft enough, to make an 
impartial examination. The gentlemen of the 
Law fall under his heavy cenfure j and he will 
fcarce allow, that fince lord Bacon^ and the 
earl of Clarendon^ there have been any of them 
that have attained to any eminent degree of 
learning and knowlege ; and he taketh upon 
him to foretcl, that, except there fhould come 
fome better age, there will not be any fuch 
among them for the future. The Members of 
Parliament he reprefents as regarding the bufinefs 
of parliament only as a trade 5 that few know, 
and fcarce any refpeft, the Britijh conftitution ; 
and that the very idea of wit, and all that can 
be called tafte, has been loft among the Great. 
Such general cenfures might be expefted in a 
K?vriter that profeffcdly fets himfelf to difplay his 
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talents in fatire and ridicale; txitdo not look £ 
if^ell in one that appeareth in a fuperior charac 
ter, and who taketh upon him to inffand an< 
guide, to form mens tafle, and dire<S their con 
doA, and enable them to pafs right judgment 
on perfons and things. Such a temper is not 
very good difpolition for an impartial inquiry 
it is apt to reprefent perfons and things in l dii 
advantageous light, and to give a malignan 
tinchire to the refie&ions : v^xx is it very fui 
priiing to fee a writer of this turn pais hard 
and fevere cenfures, not only on the adminiftra 
tion, but on the religion, of his country. 

AU the uie I would make of thefe obfervation 
is, to keep us from fufiering oiu-felves to be to 
fbongly bya£ed in favour of a writer fo difiin 
gui(hed by his abilities, and who putteth oi 
fiich fpecious appearances. ' 

I fhall now proceed to a more diflin<fl exami 
nation of Lord BoUngbroke% Letters. 

In them we may find, as hath been alread; 
hinted, many good and fii^ obfervations relatin; 
to the fludy and uie of hiflory ; delivered witi 
great clearnefs of expreflion, and propriety c 
fentiment. His directions are full of good ienfc 
and many of them very aptly illufbated b; 
proper and well-chofen inflances. In general 
it mufl be allowed, that his obfervations con 
cerning the ufefulnefs of hiflory, the advantage 
he afcribes to it, and the ends to be propofed-i 
it, are, for the mod parr, juft ; but there i 
rot much in them that can be regarded as per 
fcctly new. I do not fay this by way of dii 
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paragement, to detrad; from the merit of hb 
reflexions : perhaps on fuch a fubjed: it is fcarce 
poflible to make any obfcrvation which hath not 
been made by feme one or other before. It is 
a fufficient commendation of an author, if he 
hath placed his reflections and obfervations in an 
agreeable and advantageous light, if he hath dif- 
pofed them in a beautiful order, and illuflrated 
his rules by proper exemplifications. But his 
lordfliip feems not to be contented with the 
praife of having done this. He appears to be 
extremely defirous to have it thought, that his 
obfervations are not only juft, but new, and fuch 
as other writers have not made before him. He 
declareth, in a paflage cited before from his firft 

letter, that the rules he gives '* are very 

*^ different from thofe which writers on the fame 
*' fubjeft have recommended, and which are 

*^ commonly pradtifcd *." And that " he 

** will have no regard to the methods prefcribed 
** by others, or to the opinion and pradife even 
^^ of the learned world -f ."— — And he fpeaks 
to the fame purpofe in his third letter §. And 
after having declared, that the ftudy of hiftory 
will prepare us for acSion and obfervation 5 and 

that ^' hiflory is converfant about the paft; 

*^ and by knowing the things that have been, 
** we become better able to judge of the things 

** that are " — he adds ** This ufe, my lord, 

** which I make the proper and principal ufe of 
f^ the ftudy of hiftory, is notinlifted on by thofe 
f* who have v^rit concerning the method 

f Vol. I. p. I. t Il^i^l- P- 2. § Ibid. p. 69. 

*' to 



V a. 



12 Reflections on the Late 

•* to be followed in this ftudy ; and fince wc 
** propofe different ends, we muft of courfc 
*^ take different ways */' — He immediately fob- 
joins^ — ^* Few of their treatifes have fallen into 

" my hands." And is it not a little ftrange, 

that he fhould fo pofitively pronounce, that 
others have not, in their treatifes concerning the 
method to be followed in the ftudy of hiftory^ 
infifted on that which he makes the proper and 
principal ufe of it, when at the fame time he 
acknowlegeth, that few of their treatifes had 
fallen into his hands ? One would think by his 
way of reprefenting it, that none before this 
noble writer had mentioned it as the proper ufe 
and end of hiflory to promote our improvement 
in virtue, to make us better men and better 
citizens, to teach us by example, and to pre- 
pare us for aftion and obfervation, that by 
knowing the things that have been, we may 
become better able to judge of the things that 
are. And yet I am apt to think, that few have 
fet themfelves to fhew the ufe that is to be made 
of hiftory, the ends to be propofed in it, and 
the advantages arifmg from ir, but have in effedt 
faid the fame thing. And it were no hard 
matter, if it were neceflary, to fill up feveral 
pages with quotations to this purpole, from 
authors antient and modern. 

Hiflory is, no doubt, capable of being impro- 
ved to excellent purpofes : and yet the author 
of thefe letters feems fometimes to have carried 
it too far; as if hiftory (not facred hiflory; for 

* Vol. I. p. 67, 68. 
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this^ with the examples it afFordeth, he difcards 
as of little or no ufe) were the beft, the only 
fchool of virtue, the moft univerfal and neceflary 
means of inftradtion, alone fufficient to make us 
good men and good citizens, and to furnifh us 
with all the knowlege that is proper for our di- 

redtion in praiftice. He obferves, That " hi- 

** ftory is philofophy, teaching us by example, 
*^ how to condud ourfclves in all the ftations of 

•^ private and public life" And that 

*« it is of all other the moft proper to train us 
*^ up to public and private virtue*/'— — He 

declares, that " everyone that is able to read, 

*^ and to refleft upon what he reads, is able to 
*^ make that ufe of hiftory which he recom^ 
*^ mends: and every one who makes it, will 
** find in his degree the benefit that arifes from 
*' an early acquaintance with mankind, contracl- 

*^ ed in this method -f-." He adds, that — . 

*^ we are only paflfengers or fojourners in this 
" world 5 but we are abfolute ftrangers at the 
" firft fteps wetake in it. Our guides are often 
** ignorant, often unfaithful. But by this map 
^^ of the country which hiftory fpreads before 
*' us, we may learn, if we pleafe, to guide our- 

** felves."- So that hiftory is the guide he 

propofeth to all men to conduct them in their 
journey through this world, and by which 
every man is capable of guiding himfelf in all 
the fituations and circumftances of public and 
private life. 

♦ Vol. I. p. 15, 57. t lb. p. 171, 172. 
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Hiftory is, no doubt, very ufeful in its propel^ 
place J but there are other means of inftrudlion 
to be joined with it in order to its anfwering the 
end. It is not to ferve inftead of every thing, 
and to fuperfede all other methods of inftruc- 
ti0n. We ftand in need of being wrell-feafoned 
and principled with a juft fenfe of the moral 
differences of things, and with the excellent rules 
of religion, and the important confiderations it 
fetteth before us, that we may form juft fenti- 
ments of things, and may make a right ufe of 
hiftory for our improvement in virtue, aud may 
know how properly to apply the examples it fur- 
niftieth. Accordingly our author himfelf in- 
fiftcth upon it, that we muft apply ourfelves to 

hiftory ** in a philofophical fpirit and man- 

*' ncr*/' He obfcrvcth, that "particu- 

^^ lar examples in hiftory may be of ufe fome- 
** times in particular cafes, but that the appli- 

** cation of them is dangerous.*' He would 

have a man therefore ftudy hiftory as he would , 
ftudy philofophy. And in the account he gives 
in his third letter of what is neceflkry in order to 
make a right ufe of hiftory, he carriethit fofar, 
and really maketh the work fo difficult, as to be 
above what can be expedted from the generality 
of mankind; and concludeth with faying, that— 
*^ by fuch methods as thefe a oxan of parts may 
^' improve the ftudy of hiftory to its proper and 

** principal ufe-f^/' Where he fecmeth to 

reprefent the making a right ufe of hiftory ^as a 
very difficult thing, which none but men of part8i 

♦Vol.1, p. 58. flb.p. 65, 66. 
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and of philofophic fpirits are capable of, and 
which requireth the exad:eft judgment, and niceft 
difcernment, as well as a very clofe application^ 
In this paflage the ufe and advantage of hiftory 
feems to be confined within too narrow bounds, 
as in fome of the former it had been extended 
too far. 

As to the method to be followed in the fiudy 
of hiftory, though the author of thefe letters 
fpeaks with great aifregard,and even contempt, pJF 
thofe that have written on this fubjed before 
him, yet the only one he particularly mentions is 
J3odm. He obferveth, that-— ^' in his method 
** we are to take firft a general view of univer- 
fal hiftory and chronology in fhort abftradls, 
and then to ftudy all particular hiftories and 
fyftems."— — Upon which his lordfhip 
remarketh, tha t " This would take up our 

** whole lives, and leave us no time for adion, 
*^ or would make us unfit for it .**'—— And 

afterwards he obferves, that • ^^ the ma» 

** who reads without difcernment and choice, 
*^ and, like Bodin's pupil, refolves to read all, will 
* not have time, nor capacity neither, to do any 

** thing elfe -f-." But I cannot think it wa$ 

Bodin's intention to lay it as an injundlion upon 
his pupil to read without choice and difcern- 
ment all the particular hiftories that have ever 
been publifhed. But the meaning is, that the 
beft and moft regular way of reading and ftudy- 
ing hiftory is, firft to take a brief general view 
and furvey of univerfal hiftory and chronology, 

♦ lb. p. 69. t lb. p. 142, 143, 

and 
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and then to proceed to the hiftories of particular 
countries, nations, and ages. And this appeareth 
to be a very reafonable and natural method. 
And if Bodin propofes the taking a large fcope 
and compafs in reading hiflory, his lordfhip, 
though he feems here to blame him for it, fome- 
timcs expreffeth himfelf in a manner that looks 
no lefs extenfive : for he recommendeth the read- 
ing hiftory of all kinds, of civilized and unci- 
vilized, of ancient and modern nations, as necef- 
fary to give us a right knowlege of the human 
fpecies, and of ourfelves. He obferves in his 

fifth letter, that " man is the fubjeft of 

*« every hiftory, and to know him well, we muft 
*' fee him and confider himas hiftory alone can 
*' prefent him to us in every age, in every coun- 
" try, in every fl:ate, in life and in death, 
" Hiftory therefore of all kinds, of civilised 
^^ and uncivilized, of antient and modern na- 
*^ tions, in ftiort, all hiftory that defcends to a 
•' fufficient detail of human adtions and charac- 
** ters, is ufeful to bring us acquainted with our 
^' fpecies, nay with ourfelves*." — And particu- 
larly, with refpedl to antient hiftory, he mention- 
cth it in his fecond letter as a great advantage, 

that ^' in antient hiftory the beginning, the 

** progreflion, and the end, appear notof parti- 
*^ cular reigns, much lefs ot particular enter- 
*' prizes, or fyftems of policy alone, but of go- 
** vernments, of nations, of empires, and of all 
*' the various fyftems that have fucceeded one 
^^ another in thecourfe of their duration ;{:.*'— 

* Vol. I. p. 170. X lb. p. 42. 

And 
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Anci yet he afterwards feeriis to confine oat at* 
tcntion to modern hiftory. He will alfow us in-* 
deed to read the hiftories of former ages and 
featjons^ becaufe it would be fliameful to be in-^ \ 

tirtiy ighoraht of theiiij but he would hot have i 

usjhidy any hiiftoriesi but thofe of the two laft 
centurieSi That thefe dcferve a particular at- 
tenticMi, will cafily be acknowleged for feveral i|, 

reafonsj andj among others^ for that which he ; 

iafligns I the great change that has been brought 
about in the civil and ecclefiaftical policy of thefe 
jparts of the world fince the latter end of the fif^ 
teenth century j of which he gives an elegant 
reprefcntation in his fixth Letter. But certainly 
there are many things in the hiftories of the pre- 
ceding ageSj both in other countries, and in our 
own, that well deferve to be not only read^ but 
to be thoroughly confidered by us ; and which 
are capable of furniftiing very ufeful refledions^ 
and anfwering thofe excellent ends, for which, in 
the former part of thefe Letters, he had recom- 
tnended the ftudy of hiftory. This might eafily 
be (hewn, if it admitted of any doubt, both with 
tegard to civil hiftory and ecclefiaftical; 

But| not to infift longer upon this, and fdmd 
Other obfervations that might be made on par- 
ticular paffages in thefe Letters, I (hall proceed 
to what is the principal intention of thefe ke- 
tnarks j viz. to confider thofe things in them, of 
Which a bad ufe may be made^ or which ap- 
J>eartobe of a pernicious tendency : and my Re* 
marks (hall be diftributed under three heads< 

G J(hall 
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I fhall firft confider the refledlions he has caft 
upon literature. 

And then (hall proceed Jo thpfe pailiges in his 
Letters, which ^re de^iped to expofe the 
holy Scriptures, and f he Chriftian religion. 

And, laftly, fhall take feme notice of thefeverc 
refledions he has madp upon the confe- 
quences of the late Revolution, and -the ftate 
of things under the prefent Eftablifliment. 
^■^-^ - 

It may feem a little furprifing, that fo polite a 
writer, and one who, as^ he lets us know, always 
from his youth loved ftudy and application, 
fhould yet, infeveralpartsof thefe Letters, expreft 
himfelf in a manner that feems calculated to 
throw a contempt upon learning, and to put 
men off from applying th^mfelves to the purfuit 
of it. Every friend of learning (hould, I think, 
acknowlege, that there is a regard due to thofc 
that in their feveral ways Have contributed to 
jM'Omote it. But this ingenious writei* takes 
every occafion to place them in a ridiculous or 
contemptible light. In his firft Letter, he gives 
a very difadvantageous idea of thofe who, as he 

expreffeth it, " make fair copies of foul ma- 

nufcripts, give the fignification of hard words, 
and .take a great deal of other grammatical 

pains." He owns indeed, th^x they enable 

others to ftudy with greater eafe^ and to purpofes 
more ufefuh, but he affures us, that they neither 
grow wifer nor better by ftudy themfehes^ He 

adds^ 
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^di,^% that-^-^ — ** the obligation to thefe. mci^ 
^* would be great indeed, if they were in'^gene- 
** ral able to do any thing better J and fubmitt^ 
** to this drudgery for the ufc of the public, as 
*^ fdmfe of them^ it muft be owned with grati* 
** tude,have donej but not later, I think, than 
*^ abdut the time of the refurreftion of letters.**— 
And he at length condefcendeth to declare^ that—* 
** they deferve encouragement, whilft they con- 
^^^ tinue to compile, and neither affedl wit, nor 
**^ prefume to reafon *." This is a very hard 
cenfure pronounced upon all thofe, without dif« 
tindion, that about the time of the refurredion 
of letters, /. e. for thefe two centuries paft, have 
compiled dictionaries or gloffaries, or have revi« 
fed and publifhed antient manuscripts, or correct 
editions of books j or who have been employed 
in explaining hard words, and in clearing obfcure 
pa^ges, in antient authors, oi making critical 
obfervations upon them, and in other things of 
that kind. Not content to reprefent them as 
ftbfolutely void of genius, and having no preten* 
. fions to wit or reafon, and as neither wifer nor 
better for their ftudies themfelves, he will not 
ttllow, that any of them had the public good in 
view in the drudgery they fubmitted to. But I 
fcarce know a greater fign of a malignity of 
temper, than a difpofition to give the worft turn 
to every thing, and to judge harfhly of the in- 
ward intentions of mens hearts, when there is 
nothing in their a£ti6ns to fupport fuch a judg- 
ments It were eafy to name perfons, that with- 

♦Vol I. p. 5^6♦ 

C ^ in 
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in Jjhefe two laft centuries have employed them- 
felves in the way he mentions, who were unque- 
ilionably men of great judgment and genius, is 
well as induftry : or, at leaft, a fmall (hare of 
good-nature and candour would incline one to al- 
low them the* praife of having had the public 
utility in view in works, which,' by his own 
acknowlegement, have greatly ferved the inter- 
efts of learning, and contributed to the fpreading 
of it. 

But how meanly foever he thinks of the gfani- 
' marians, critics, compilers of dictionaries, and re- 
vifers and publifhers of manufcripts, he makcth 
a ftill more difadvantageous reprefentatlon of 
antiquaries and chronologers. Speaking of per- 
fons that have hitherto been regarded as of great 
figure and eminence in the republic of letters, he 
avoweth ■■ " a thorough contempt for the 
^ whole bufinefs of their learned lives ; for all 
*^ the refcarches into antiquity, for all the fy- 
^^ ftems of chronology and hiftory, that we owe 
*' to the immenfe labours of a Scaliger^ a Bo^ 
^* chart ^ a Petaviiis^ an Uflier^ and even a Mar-^ 
^* Jham *."-^ — It feems very odd, for one that 
Ipcaks fo highly of the advantage of hiftory, to 
exprefs fuch a contempt for the labours of chro- 
nologers, which certainly are of great ufe for*di- 
gefting hiftory into its proper periods, in order to 
a regular and orderly conception and underftand- 
ing of it. In a paflage cited above, he mentioneth 
it among the advantages of hiftory, efpecially 
antient hiftory, th^t we there fee events as they 
V Vol. I. p. 6. 

fol- 
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followed one another ; — ^' that there the begin-. 
" ning, theprogreflion, and the end, appear, not of 
*^ particular reigns, muchlefs of particular e^ter* 
*' prizes or fyftems of policy alone, but of go- 
** vernments, of nations, of empires, and ofall 
** the various fyftems that have fucceeded one 
•^ another in the courfe of their duration."——* 
This feems to fliew the advantage, and even ne- 
Cfsflity, of chronology ; and, with regard to this, 
the labours of^Scaliger^ ^ Petavm^ and UJher^ 
are highly ufeful and commendable. To endea- . 
vour to digeftthehiftory of mankind, and of the 
principal eventjs that have happened in the world, 
m a regfilar feries^ to mark the rife and fall of 
cities and empires, to compare and connedt the 
hiftories of different countries and nations, fa--" 
cred hiftory and profane ; and, in order to this, 
to lay together the fcattered hints and fragments 
of different ages ; is, notwithftandinghis degrad- 
ing reprefentation of it, a noble employment, an 
employment that even a Sir JfaacNewton judged 
not to be unworthy of his great genius. One 
would be apt to think, that every impartial per- 
fon, who hath a juft value for learning, muft have 
agreat honour fgrthofe that have taken pains to 
fet thcfe things in a proper light : and where 
abfolute certainty cannot be attained to, an happy 
conjedture maybe both pleafing and ufeful. 

In his third Letter, he findeth great fault with 
thofe that make laborious inquiries into the firft 
Qriginals of nations, And in his fifth Letter^ he 
ivarneth the noble lord to whom he writes, to 
f^ow none of bis time away ^ as he faith he him felf 

C 3 had 
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\i2A diOXity\x\ gropng in the dark in his Jearchet 
into antiquity *, He fpeaks with contempt of 
what he calls 7/ry regijiers of ufelefs anecdotes j 
and declares, that — . — ** ten millions of fuch 
^' anegdoteSj though they were true 5 and comr 
^^^ plete authentic volumes of Egyptian or CkfaU 
^' deaui of Greek or Latin, oiGaliic or Britijhy 
^* of French or Baxon records ; would be of no 
^^ value in his fenfe, becaufe of no ufe towards^ 
^^ our improvement ip wifdom and virtue ; if 
^' they contained nothing more than dynafiies 
•^ and genealogies, and a bare mention of remark* 
V able events in the order of time, Ijke jour- 
*^ nals, chronological tables, or dry and meagre 

^^ annals -j^." But whatever opinion I may, 

have- of his lordfhip's tafte, I cannot help thinks- 
ing, that in this he is too rigid. It feems to be a 
very natural and unblameable curiofity, to fearch, 
as far as vi^ can intp the recefles of antiquity, an4 
the originals of nations 5 and there is a plcafur^ 
even in thofe glimmerings of light that break 
through the obfcurity, provided we do not rc- 
prefent thofe things as certainties, which are on-? 
ly conjedural. And I believe there are few bat 
would be apt to wifli, that there were— ^^ au- 
^^ thentic volumes of E^ptian * or Chaldean^ 
^* Greek or Latin^ Gallic or Britijh records,** 
« even though they were only like what he- 
calls " dry and meagre annals,'*-- — or, as he 

elfewhere fpeaks, " the gazettes of antiqui- 

^^ tyj*' and contained dynafties arid gcnea- 

f Vol. I. p, 149^ f lb. p. 150, 

lories, 
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logics, with a mention of remarkable events that 
happened to thofe nations in the order of time, 
like journals, or chronological tables. And if 
apy learned man could difcovcr fuch anticnt au* 
thentic records or monuments, few, I (hould 
think, would blame him, or think him idly cni- 
ployed in publishing them to the world. 

It looks a little odd, that there is no kind of 
tatvi for whom, throughout thefe Letters, he 
flieweth a lefs regard than for thofe that are ge- 
Orally accounted men of learning. Speaking 
of thofe who—— " affeft the reputation of great 
^* fcholars, at the expence of groping all their 
lives in the dark mazes of antiquity,'*—— 

he fays, that ^' all thefe miftake the true 

^* defign of ftiidy, and the true ufe of hi- 
^^ ftory/'— — Great as the advantages are that 
he afqribeth to hiftory, and which he thinks 
every man is capable of that is able to read, and 

to refleft upop what he reads, yet " a credita-^ 

** ble kind of ignorance is, in his opinion, the 
^* whole benefit which the generality even of the 
" moft learned reap from it."-.——. And he inti- 
mates, that the only effefl: of their reading and 
ftiidying hiftory is, to become pedants, /. e. as he 
explaineth it,-— *^ worfe than ignorant, always 
** incapable, fdpietimes meddling and prefu-* 
^' ming*,-^— !• And elfcwhere he reprefenteth 

the credulous learned as only employed *^ in 

** wrangling about antient traditions, and ringing 
5- different changes on the fame fct of bells -J-/' 

♦ Vol. L p. 14, 15, 21. 1 11^« P* 169* 
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To aU which may \)e ^dcled, \yhat he faithj^ in 
his Letter on the true ufe ofretircnieptandftudy, 
concerning — --^ ^* the fchoUr apd philofopher, 
^^ who, ter from owniqg that he throws away 
<* his timp, reproves others for (Iping it 5 that fa- 
** lepip mortal who ^ibft^ns from the pleafurea 
'* and declines the bufinefs of the world, that he 
«« may dedicate his whole tim? to the fearcl^ 
<* of truth, and the ipiprovemcnt pf know-? 
<^ lcgc/ % He fuppofes him to haye read-™ 
^< till he is become a great critic in Latin an4 
^* Greeks in the Oriental tongues, in hiftory and 
** chronology; and not only fo^ but to have 
^^ fpent years in ftudying philofophers, commen- 
^* tators, rabbles, and whole legions of modern 
<< dolors, and to b^ extremely well verf^d in all 
<* that has been written concerning the nature of 
^^ God, and of the foulofrpap, abput matter and 
^* form, body and fpirit, &c *." — r- And yet 
he pronounceth, that, notwithftanding all his 
learning, he is in a flate of ignorance, for want of: 
having- — ^* examined the firft principles, and the 
^^ fundamental fads, on which thde queftions 
^* depend, with an abfolute indifference of judg- 
^^ nient, and fcrupulous xxa(9:pefs -f-. '* ■ 

This he fuppofeth to be the cafe o f . ■ " many 
*' a great fghplar, many a profound philofopher, 

*^ many a dogmatical cafuift'' Yea, and, as 

^ppeareth from other paflages in his Letters, of 
every Iparned man, of every philofopher and dK. 
vipe whatfoever, that believeth Chriftianity. Oa: 
the other hand, he declareth concerning- — :=•'' the , 
♦ VoU H. |>. 21 1, 212, ^ lb. p. 213, 214. 
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»^ man who hatb paffed his life in the pleafurcs 
*^ or bufinefsof the world/'*r— - that whenever 
}ic fets about the work of examining principles, 
find judgipg for himfelf—— *• concerning thofc 
«^ things that are of greateft importance to us 
^' here, and m^y be fo hereafter, he will foon 
•^ have the advantage over the learned philofot 
^* phcr. For he will foon have fecured what is 
^* neceiTary to his happinefs, and may fit down 
♦^ in the peaceful enjoyment of that knowlege 5 
•^ or proceed with greater advantage and fatif- ' 
*^ laftiqn tp the acquifition of new knowlege ; 
^^ wbilft tbe other continues bis fearch after things 
<* that are jn their nature, to lay the heft of them,. 
l^ hypothetical, precarious, and fuperfluous ♦." 

The natural tendency of thefe, and other refle^ 
^ions of a like kind, which occur in thefe Letters, 
feems to be tq pour contempt upon what have 
been hitherto efteemed valuable branches of liter, 
rature. Refearches into antiquity, chronological; 
ftudies, pritiqifm and pbilofophy, difquifitions^ 
Cfoncernipg the nature of God, the human foul, 
and other pbilofophical and theological fub* 
jcds, all thefe are reprefented as of little or no 
life; and only a more fpecious kind of idlenefs, 
Apd if this be the c^fe, I think it is wrong to 
complain of the Goths^ Vandals^ SftracenSy and 
other barbarous nations, that burnt whole libra^ 
Tjes, and deftroyed the monupients of learning, 
'yhey rid the world of a great deal of ufelefi 
Ipmber, which tempted men to mif-fpend their 
l^e and pains ; and it would have been an adt . 

• ypl. ILp. 2i6>2i7. 
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Vantage to mankind, if more of them had bfeen 
deftrbyed : inftead of being thankful to thofc 
learned perfons that have taken fuch pains to re^i. 
cover and publifti antient monuments, we ire 
Cttly to regard them as induftrious triflcrs, to 
whofe labours the veorld is very little obliged- 
Nor can I fee, upon fuch a view of things, what 
ttfe or need there is of feminaries of learning. 
But, in good earneft, can this be regarded as a 
proper way to mend our tafte, and help forward 
eur improvement ? Such a way of thinking^,, 
if it generally obtained, would, it is to be feared, 
inftead of producing an extraordinary refinement 
of tafte, tend rather to fink us into igfiorahce; 
and- barbarifm, and bring us back to the dark-- 
nefs of the moft illiterate ages. . 

Taken in this view, I cannot think, that the^ 
Letters have a favourable alpedl on the intereflri 
of literature. Methinks there appeareth to be* 
no great neceflity at prefent of warning ^erfon^ 
riot to fpend their lives in laborious purfuits of 
learning. The prevailing turn of the age doth 
not'leem to lie this way. Many of our gentle- 
xfien will no doubt be very well pleafed to be af-. 
fured^ that though they pafs their lives in the buv' 
iJftefs or pleafures of the world, yet if they ar 
length fet themfelves to examine firft principles, 
and confult the oracle of their own realon, with- 
out any regard to the opinion of others, or trou«» 
bling themfelves to read the writings of philofo- 
phersx)r divines, they are in a more likely way 
of difcovering tmth^ and making a progrefs in. 
.; ■'' wfeful 
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ufeful knowlege, than any of thofe— ^ *^ fo- 
'* lemn mortals, who abftain from the plea- 
** fures and decline, the bufinefs of the world, 
** tibat they may dedicate their whole time to 
•* the fearch of truth, and the improvement of 
^* knowledge/* > This is certainly a very 

flattering fcheme, and feems to open a very ftiort 
jind eafy way for attaining to wifdom. When 
they find a man of his lordlhip's fine-and elegant 
tafte^ and great talents, and who by his own a,c- 
count hath fpent fo much time and pains in 
learned inquiries, pronouncing them abfolutely 
vain and ufelefs ; they will be very apt to take 
bis word for it, and not give themfelves the 
trouble of laborious ftudy; the refult of which 
might be only filling their heads with what he 
calleth learned lumber^ and expofing them to 
the ridiculous charad:er of pedants^ i. e. as he 
dcfcribeth them, — - *^ men worfe than ignorant^ 
^^ always incapable, fometimes meddling and 
^* prcfuming." Inftead of fuch learned drudg- 
ery, the more, eafy and delightfiil tafk of ftudy- 
ing modern hiftory, may be fufficient to fumilh 
them with all the knowlege they want, and an- 
fwer every end of ufeful improvement. 

Butfurely fucha manner of reprefenting things^ 
is not altogether juft, nor is this the mofteffed:u* 
^1 way of promoting real improvement in wif-* 
dom and virtue. Great is the extent, and wide 
the field, of fcience. Many noble fubjedls there 
are of iflquiry, which well defer vc our iattention. 
•yb? defirc of knowlege is the ftrongeft in the 

lioblcft 
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nobleft minds ; but comparatively fmall is the 
progrefs that a man is capable of making by 
his own. unaffifted ability, within the fhort 
compafs of this prefent life : and therefore, be Ijis 
abilities never fo ^reat, he will need the afliftanco 
of others, wid ought to be very thankful for it^ 
Many excellent per ions in different ages have em- 
ployed their pains this way ; and a mighty ad-* 
vantage that man hath, who has the opportu-^ 
nity, and knows how to improve it, of profiting 
hy their labours. He ipay, by reading, vaftly 
inqreafe bis ftock of knowlege, may meet witti 
many valuable hints, which elfe would not have 
occurred to him, and may find important fub^ 
jefts fet in a clearer light than otherwife he 
would have feen them. The author of our be- 
ings, who hath ifnplanted in us the defire of 
knowlege, and fitted us fpr communicating our 
fentiments, undoubtedly defigned^ that, in ac- 
quiring knowlege, as well as in other things, we 
would be helpful to one another, and not depend 
merely upon ourfelves. And this is the grea^ 
advantage of language, and of letters. We muft 
indeed make ufe of our own reafon, but wq 
ought alfo to take in all the helps and advantage^ 
\|re can get : and he that is careful to improve 
thofc helps which are afforded him, and whQ,^ * 
without lubmitting implicitly to the judgo^ents 
^d opinions of others, endeavours to majce the 
beft ufebe can of their labours and fludies, 9jSf 
well as of his own thoughts, is in a f^r more like* 
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ly way of improving his knowlege, arid will 
-better approve himfclf to God, and to all wife 
men, than he that, froni a vain confidence in his 
•own judgment, defpifeth and rejcdteth thofe 
helps, and, under pretence of confulting the 
oracle of reafon in his own breaft (for, as his 

idrdlhip exprefleth it ** every man's reafon 

c** is every man's oracle'*) will not givehkn- 

fclf the trouble to' read and to examine ^what 
others have faid and thought before him. Such 
an high conceit of a maif s own capacity and 
judgment, fuch an arrogant felf-fufficiency, and 
a contempt of the labours and judgments of 
others, is not a very proper difpofition for find- 
ing out truth. A man of this charadter was 
Bpicurus^ who boafled that his knowlege was 
all of his own acquiring, and fcorned to feem to 
be beholden to any other for his notions. 

Having confidered thoie parts of the late 
Lord Bolingbroke's Letters that feem not very fa- 
vourable to the interefts 6i literature, I (hall 
now proceed to what is the principal defign of 
thefe Remarks, to examine the refledtions he has 
caft upon the (acred monuments of our religion. 
He firft attacks the hiflory of the Bible, efpecially 
as contained in the books of the Old Teftament; 
and then proceeds to a more diredt attempt upon 
Chriftianity. And this appears not to be a thing 
he treats of merely by the bye, but to be a point 
he has formally in view, and for which he pro- 
k^ts a kind of zeal. I (hall therefore confider 
diftindtly what he hath offered. 

In 
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, In his third' Letter on the ftudy of hiftoiyj hk 
fetteth himfelf to confider the ftate of antiei|t 
rhiftory, both facred and profane : and begins 
with declaring his refolution — " to .fjpeak 
** plainly and particularly ur favour of common 
" fenfe, againft an abfurdity which is almoft 

*' fandified *." After having made fome ol> 

feryations on the flate of antient profane hiftory^ 
A^d fhewn^ that it is full of fables^ and alto^ 
gather uncertain j he next comes to apply theAi 
obfervations to: antient facred hiftory \. What 
he fecms at firft to propofe, is, to ftiew, that it 
IS— r-" infdfficient ' to give us light into the 
y original of antient nations, and the hiftory of 
*^ thofe ages we commonly call the firft ages.'* 
■'But it Js evident^ that, under pretence of 
ihewing this, his intention is, to reprefent the 
whole hiftory of the Bible as abfolutely uncee^ 
t^ili, and not at all to be depended upon for a 
Juft account of facfts. He not only denieth^ . 
iJiat the writers of the hiftorical parts of tHk 
^id Teftament were divinely infpired^ but he 
,will not allow them the credit that is due to any 
common honeft hiftorians. He reprefents thofrt 

^iftorics' as " delivered to us on the faith of a 

_** fuperftitious people, among whom the cuftom 
" and art of lying prevailed remarkably J."-—* 
^nd obferves, that—" the JeHx^iJb hiftory never 
*^ obtained any credit in the world, till Chriftj* 
." anity was eftablitLed §." He fometimes cat* 

♦ Vol. I. p. ^Q. f Ibid* p. 83. et feqv % Ibid* p* 874 
§ Ibid. p. 91. 
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preflbth himfelf, as if he were tvilling to allow 
the divine infpiradon of the dodrinal and pro- 
phetical parts of the Bible, and were only for 
reJ€<Sling the hiftorical. And this- he pretends 
to be the beift ^ way to defend the authority of the 
Scriptures *. But it is evident, that this is only 
a fnecr. For he was, no doubt, fenfible, that 
the facfed hiftory is fo interwoven with the 
prophedea and Jaws, that if the former is to be 
regarded as lying fiftion, and not at all tb be 
dependisd upon^ the divine authority of the othetj 
cannot be fupportfid And what he afterwarc'js 
repeatedly affirmeth of.Chriftianity, that tlae 
credit of it& divhie inftitution depeijideth up k>ii 
fa^R, holdetb equally concerning the Old Te la- 
ment oeconomy. 

After having done what he can, in his f chird 
Letter, to^w the uncertainty of antient f acred 
a& well as profane hiftory ; he begins his f burth 
with obferving, that as — "we are apt nat uralty 
^* to apply to ourfelves what has happe Bed to 
*^ other men 5 and as examples take the^' ix force 
" from hence ; fo what we do not be) ieve to 
" have happened we (hall not thi* appi ^y • and, 
** fOT want of the fame application, the examples 
^* will not have the fame effedt."-- — And then 

he adds *^ Antient hiftory, fuchanti' ent hiftory 

*' as I have defcribed *' [in wh' icn antient 

facred hiftwy is manifeftly comprel .lended^— 

is quite unfit in this refpeft to anf ^^er the ends 

that every reafonable man {houk J promife to 

* Vol. I, p. 93. 98, 99. 
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*< himfelf in this ftudy j becaufc fuch afitieiil 
<^ hiftory will never gain fufficient fcredit with 
*« any reafonable man*/* — =-And afteJ-wards, 
fpeaking of antient fabulous narratioiis^ he des 
dares, thit — '* fuch narrations canribt makd 
*^ the flighted momentary impreflions on a mitid 
<« fraught with knowlege and void o^ fupef- 
** ftition. Impofed by authority, and alSfted 
*^ by artifice, the delufion hardly prevails over 
** common fenfe; blind ignorance al^ofl fees, 
*' and ra(h fuperftition hi^fitates : notliiqg lefs 
«' than enthufiafm and phrenfy can give qredii 
^« to fuch hiftories, or apply fuch examples/*-^ 
He thinks, that what, he has faid will— ^** hot 
^* be much controverted by any man that has 
•^ examined our antient traditions without pre-* 
*< pofleffion ;'* and that all the difference be- 
tween them, and Amadis of Gaul^ is this, that 

'* In Amadis of Gaul we have a thread of 

** abfurdities that lay no claim to belief; but 
** antient traditions are an heap of febles, under 
** which fome particular truths infcru table, and 
^* therefore ufelefs to mankind, may lie coii- 
•^ cealed, which have a juft pretence to nothing 

** more " [/. e. to no more credit xh^n Amadis 

of Gaul] *' and yet impofe themfelves lipdn 

** us, and become; under the venerable name of* 
*' antient hiftory, the foundation of modern 
*^ fables "f." He doth not diredlly apply thisf 
to the Scriptures. But no one can doubt that 
this was his intention. It is too evident, that thefof 

* Vol I. p. n8. t Ibid. p. i20| izic 
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are defigned to be indluded in what he calleth 

— —^^ our antient traditions ^' (a word which 

he had a|)plied federal tiines before to the facred 
records).; and which he reprefenteth as ^5 im-f 
^' poTed by authority, and ai^ed by artifice.? 
— And 1 think it is fcarce poffible toexprefs 
ft greater contempt of any writing, than he here 
dctth t)f the hiftory of the Bible^ ani;^ the exi; 
ainples it afibrds# * ^ 
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REFLECT IONS 

On the Late 

Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 



PART II. 

An Examination of the principal things offered 
by his Lordjhip to invalidate the Authority and 
Credibility of the Sacred Hifiory. 

HAVING given this general view of the 
author's defign, I (hall now proceed to a 
iinore diflin£t and particular examination of the 
principal things he hath offered to invalidate the 
authority of the Old Teftament Hiftory. What 
he faith of Chriftianity fhall be confidcred after- 
wards. 

I need not take much notice of what he hath 
urged to fhew, that the writers of the Sacred 
Books did not intend an univerfal hiftory, or 
fyftem of chronology *. I know nobody that 



♦ Vol. I. p. 202, ct feq. 
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fuppofes they did ; fo that he might have fpared 
that part of his pains. But notwithftanding the 
Bible was not deligned for an univerfal hiftory^ 
or to exhibit a complete fyftem of chronology, 
though it may be fafely affirmed^ that no one 
book in the world gives fo great helps this way, 
it is fufficient if it gives us a true hiftory as 4r 
as it goes, and which may be fafely depended 
upon. This is what our author will not allow* 
It is manifeft^ that he placeth it in the fame 
rank with the mod fabulous accounts of antient 
times. This then is the point we are to confider. 
Let us therefore examine what proofs or argu- 
ments he hath brought againft the truth and 
credit of the facred hiftory. 

Some of the things offered by him to this 
purpofe have fcarce fo much as the appearance 
of argument. Of this kind is what he faith 
concerning the ufe that has been made by Jenvi/h 
Rabbles, and Chriflian Fathers, and Mahometan 
Doftors, of the fhort and imperfeffl accounts 
given by Mofes of the times from the creation to 
^he deluge. Let us grant, that the fables they 
have feigned concerning Adam and Eve^ Cain 
^Lndjiiely Enochs Noah^ and his fons, &c. are 
fuch as -^ — ^' Bonzes or Talapoins would almoft 
** blufti to relate 5"- — I do not fee how this can 
be reafonably turned to the difadvantage of the 
books 6i Mofes, or hurt the credit of themj 

lince his lordfliip owns, that thefe fables arc • 

*^ profane extenfions of this part of xhtMofaic 
*^ hiftory/' And that hiftory is certainly no- 
way anfwerable for the additions which have 

D a been 
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be^h made to it. It wofaf^ ^^^^ beeii eafy for 
MqfeSy if he had been a fabiiloius writer, to have* 
filled up this part of his hiftory with m:^.rvcl6us^ 
rielations^ and to have eiiibclliffied it With ftich' 
fidtions concerning our firft parents, ahdthe rnbtf 
antient' patriarchs^ as our author here. referretH 
to :, and his not having done ib is a ftrong jJrc- 
fumption . in his favour, that he did ijbt giv^c 
Way\ to fancy or invention, but writ dowri thcf 
faats.as tney came to him, witn an u'n&^e£lci 
fimplicity, ^ His accounts aVe rtiOrt, be^caidfe he 
kept clofe to truth! ' ari(i^ took care to* record no 
more of thbfe tiiries than he had good informat- 
tiori of, or than was hcceffary to thb d^fign he 
bad in yiewi which feems principaliy to Hive 
been to give a brief accbuiit of the crfeiitibri* the 
fprrpatipn of the firft , human p4ir,^ the placing 
tKe]m in. Farad jfe,* th^ fall, and the floo3, which' 
were the moft remarkable events of that period 5 
and to continue the lihfe ivom Adam hy Setfi tbf 
]^fihy as afterwards lie does from him to Atfr^^ 
bam, 

^ ,V/hat his Iprdfhip obfcrves concernirig the 
bittnd^rs of the yemlh chronolbgers *, is not 
rriiich more to his purpofe, except he coUld 
prove, that thofe blunders are chargeaT^le upon 
the Scriptures ; which is fo far frohi being true, 
that, if accurately examined, arguments may 
be brought from thofe very Scriptures to con- 
fute the blunders he mentions. 

As to the differences he takes notice of 
•f- between the Scripture -accounts of the 

* Vol. I. p. 104. t Ibid, p, 114, 115. 
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AJfyrtan empire, and thofe given by profane 
'authors, /• V. By CteJiaSy and them that copy 
itdiri him, very able chronologers have en- 
deavoured to fliewj that thofe accounts may be 
feconcilod. But if not, it would only follow, 
that the Scripture-hiftory difFereth from Ctejtas^ 
who, in his lord(hip's own judgment, and by 
the acknowlegemept of the moil judicious 
gmong' the Greeks themfelvcs, was a very iji- 
bplous writer * j and how this can be fairly 
, thought to derogate from the credit and authority 
of the Sacred Hiftory, I cannot fee. - 

But to come to thofe things on which he 
feems to lay a greater ftrcfs, *rhe fum of wHat 
he hath offered to deftroy the truth and creciit 

/of the Sacred Writings amounteth to this — — 
'^' That the' jf^wj, upon whofe faith they are 
^* delivered to us, were a people unknown to 
*' the Gr^r^j, till the time 01 Alexander the 
^^ Great - — That they had been flaves to the 
*■ Egyptians y AJJyriahs^ Medes^ and Perjians^ as 
** thefe feyeral erhpires prevailed — —That a great 
^* part of* them Had been carried captive, and loft 
^V in the Eaft ; and the remainder were carried 

" "' captive to B^bykn^ where they forgot their 
•''country, and even their language- — And 
** he intimates, that there alfo they loft their 
'V antienit ' facreid books: that they were a fu- 
*' pcrftitious people, among whom the cuftom 

\ **; and' art of pious lying prevailed remarkably — 

. ^^'.^hat^fhe original of the Scriptures was com- 
**'pilcd,*in their own country, and, as it were, 

,♦ Voi.'t p. 76. 80. 
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^* out of the fight of the reft of the world 

*^ That the Jewi/h hiftory never obtained any 
" credit till Chriftianity was eftabliflicdj but 
" though both Jews and Chriftians hold the 
** fame books in great veneration, yet each con- 
*^ demns the other for^not underftanding, or for 

*^ abufing them That the accidents w^h 

** have happened to alter the text of the Kble 
** (hew, that it could not have been originally 
^* given by divine infpiration ; and that they 
^^ are come down to us broken and confufed, 
" full of additions, interpolations, an^ tranfpo- 

*^ fitions That they are nothing more than 

*^ compilations of old traditions, ^nd abridg- 
^^ ments of old records made in later times — — 
** And that Jews and Chriftians differ among 
^* themfelves concerning glrpoft every point that 
*^ is neceflary to eftablilh the authority of thqfe 
«' books. He concludes with fome obfervations 
*« on the curfe faid to be pronounced by Ngab 
^' upon Canaan, which he would have pafs fpr 
*' an abfurd fidlion of the writer of the bopk 
*' of Genejis\ and he feemeth to havefingled 
*^ out this as one of the propercft inftances he 
** could find for expofing the Scripture." . ^ 

Let us confider thefe things diftindJy. 

It is no juft prejudice againft the credit of ^e 
Scripture- hiftory, that the Jews^ among whom 
thofe writings were preferved, and whole afifairs 
are there recorded, were, as appeareth irqm 

thofe writings " Slaves, to the Egypfiatfs^ 

** ^Jyrians^ Medes^ and Perfians^ as thefe feveral 

tt empires 
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eiApires prevailed *,"-*-^It rather furniftieth a 
proof of the truth and impartiality of thofe 
records, that they give an undifguifed accjount, 
not only of the flourifliing times of their ftate ; 
for there V9tx^ times in which they were flourifh- 
ing, free, and independent; but of : their dif* 
graces, defeats, captivities, and all the calamities 
that befel them, which, according to thefe ac» 
count?, were in a way of juft punifhoientfor 
their national iniquities, their difobedience and 
ingratitude. Yet under ^1 thefe various revo- 
lutions their nation was never intirely loft, nor 
incorporated with their conquerors. Though 
many of them revolted, ftill there was a number 
of them that with an unalterable sseal and con*^ 
ftancy adhered to their antient religion and laws^ 
which they regarded as of a divine original ; a 
religion remarkably diftind: from that of the 
nations to which they were fubjedted, and, on 
the account of which, they were frequently ex* 
pofed to hatred, perfecudon, and reproach. 

If the Jews were*unknown to the Greeks be* 
fore Alexander the Great, this aiFordeth not the 
leaft probable prefumption, that their antient 
hiftory is not to be depended upon. The Greeks^ 
by this author's own acknowlegement, did not 
begin to write hiftory till very late. The 
knowlege they had of other nations was very 
narrow and confined. And, particularly, they 
were in a great meafure ftrangers to the languages, 
laws, cuftoms, and hiftory, of the eaftern nations. 
He himfelf obferves, that after the times of 
♦ Vol. I. p. 84. . ' 
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Alexander the Great, arid even long after the 
^^w/^ Scriptures were tranflated into Greeks thq 
^eivs^ and tneir hiftory, were ncglccftcd by them, 
^d continued to be almoft as much unknown ^ 
before *. And yet certain it is, that the ^ew^ 
were then ^ coniiderable people, and that the 
Greeks had many opportunities of being ac- 
quainted whh them. Let us grant ^bat he in* 
£nuates, that this wfw owing, not to want of 

curiofity in the Greeks ^ .fince ^* they were, ai 

^* he obferves, inquiiitive to the higb^t degree, 

•^ and publiflicd as many idle traditions of odier 

** nations j2S of their own ff?"-*—b¥it tq-th^ 

contcfifnpt they had for. the Jews. Wibi|t>c»fibs 

•infttred from thence ? Doth it follow, that the 

,7^w//& Scriptures are not authentic, nor jtbeir 

hiftories to be credited, bccaufe the Greeks neg- 

led:ed>or defpifed them^and did not own tbeif 

authority ? This is eafily accounted for by any 

one that qonfidcrs theinature of the Jem/h in* 

ilitu tions. It is not to he wondered at,* that a 

people fo exceffively vain a&the Gr^fcf, and ^hp 

looked upon the refli of the world as Barbarians^ 

ihouid conceive an avieriion or* contetzipt for n 

Station whofe Jaws and religion were for different 

from their own, among whom ajl iiiiatge-wQffhip 

was moft expreily prohibited,^ and no ^adoration 

ivas paid to inferior deities, inivhich therbUgioo 

of the Greeks^ and of which they were extremely 

fond, principally confifted. If the yewi/h^cxtd 

4)Ooks had contained ftrange ftoqes of the ex- 

.pipits of their gods, of their genealogies, battjes^ 

^ Vol.1, p. 90, + Ibid, p^ 88. 
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find amours, or traditions thj^t tended to fupport 
^ fyftepiL of idolatry, the Greeks undoubtedly 
would have been ready enough to tranfcrihie 
thefe thiags into their writings : thele fables 
would have been fuited to their tafte. But it 
cannot be fuppofed, that they fliould pay any 
regard to the apcounts given of extraordinary 
jniracaloqs fads, that were defigned to eftablifh 
$ind give fandtion to a confiitution, the n^anifefl: 
tendency of which was to condemn and fubvert 
that idolatrous worfhip, to which they were io 
(sxceilively addicted. 

Among all the heathen nations none expre^ed 
f greater enmity to the Jews thao the Egyptians^ 
who were themfelves of all people the jcnoft: 
iftupidly idolatrous. One of their writers, Apien 
oi Alexandria^ ia particularly mentioned by our 

Author as having *• fpbken of the Jews in a 

^^ manner neither much to their honour,; nor to 

** that 6f their hiftories/' This feemsto havfe 

recommended him to his lordfliip's favour ^ for 

lie fpeaks of him as a man • " of much erii- 

^^ dftion, and as having piaiTed for a curious, a 
^^ laborious, 9nd learned antiquary "—though 

he owns j that lie pafled alfo "for a vain and 

^^ noiiy pedant V-- — ^^i^ut if we may judge of 
^im by the- fragments of his work, which Ja^ 
jepbus has given uSj^ he was, with regard to the 
"^efws^ an. ijgnorant.and malicious writer, who 
does not appear to have been acquainted with 
•their hiftories and laws, though he pretended to 
write againft them ; and might fo eafily have 
^f Vol, Lp* 90,91. 
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procured information, if he had dcfired it. And 
this appears to have been the cafe of feveral 
others of the heathen writers that mention the 
^ewi. They feem not to have giv.en themfelves 
the trouble to make any diligent inquiry into 
their hiftory or laws, as delivered by themfelves^ 
but took up with idle reports and traditions to 
their prejudice : and yet in the accounts given 
of the y^w; by the heathen writers, imperfedt 
as they are, there are fome valuable hints and 
traces to be difcerned, which fhew the falihood 
of other things they report concerning then> *, 
It is therefore a little odd, that fuch a ftrels 
fhould be laid upon this, that- — '^ the Jetoifb 
*^ hiftory never obtained any credit in the world, 
*^ till Chriftianity vvas eftablifhed :"^ — f^i. e. it 
obtained no credit amorjg (he heathen nations • 
or, as he elfewhere exprcfleth i t * ■ » '^ we do not 
* * find, that the authority of thefc books prevailed 

* There is an heathen writer of a very different chara£le^ 
from jfpion^ who ^ives a much more candid account of the 
Jewijh nation ; I mean the judicious Straboy of. who(n our 
author himfelf fpeaks with the higheft efleein. He makes 
the caufe of Mofes's forfaking Egypt to be his being diflatif- 
fied with the falfe notions of God, and his worfhip, that had 
obtained among the Egyptians ; and fuppofes him to have euf 
tcrtained juftcr and nobler notions of the Divinity than the 
Egyptians^ or Libyans y or Greeks : that with him went 
from Egypt many that honoured the Deity ^ ^oAAoi rifjiavjif W 
0hov : that he perfuaded many good men^ and brought them 
unto the cotintry where JerufaUm is built; and that there 
they continued praifijing jujlice or righteoufnefs^ and being 
truly religious y ox Jincere worjbippers ofGod^ t/l/KAio^petyvp]^ 
sy ivJiCiif ii d^fiQai or^^sf, but that afterwards they degene- 
rated.— See Straio, lib, xvi, 

*^ among 
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** among the ps^an /world */'— How could It 
be expeded^ that it fhould ? Since the heathens 
could not acknowlege it, and continue heathens ; 
for it was abfolutely fubverfive of the whole 
fyftem of paganifm. The authority of thofe 
books was believed and received among all thofe, 
by whom it could be reafonably expedted that 
it (hould be believed and received: that Is, it 
was acknowleged and received by that nation 
among whorri thofe writings, and the memory 
of the laws and faifls, had been conilantly pre- 
ferved, and who regarded them with great vene- 
ration, as of a divine original ; and alfo by thofe 
among the heathens themfelves, who, upon the 
credit of the yewijh religion, laws, and records, 
quitted the heathen idolatry : and thefe were all 
that could be reafonably expedled to acknowlege 
the authority of thd yewijh facred books, even 
fuppofing their authority to have been never fo 
well founded. 

But it is urged as a ground of fufpicion agaiirft 

the yewjh Scriptures, that " they were com- 

** piled in their own country, and, as it were, out 

/« of the fight of the reft of the world/' And 

it was certainly moft proper, that the books in 
which their laws, and the moft remarkable 
events relating to their nation, are recorded, 
fhovild be publiftied in their own country, the 
fcene where the chief aftions were laid. This 
is no diminution of their credit, but the ton- 
trary. And if they had been compiled in any 
other country; dr by foreigners, andperfons not 
♦ Vol. I. p. 87. 91. 
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-of their own^nation, it might liaye been faid, 

and njt without fome appearaqce of reafou, 

. that (hey might be miftakea^ a;id take up wj^ 

wrcuig and ioi^perfefi accounts, both ofjavfs^^d 

fads. , . / 

But what j6is authpr jfcfms chiefly .to JiJjBjft 
, upon^ to ihew that little credit is to i>e gi yeiiio 
thefe writings, is — --^Mhat ^bcy we hiilofic^ 4e- 
*' livcrcd to us on the faiih .of a fuperitiyaus 
** people ; among w^m the cuftooi and.a^tp^ 
^^-pious lying prevailed renapi-kably ♦. 

In order ..to ^orm ia proper, judgment pf^iJMs 

. ilaatter, let. us. take a. brijef ,Yiew,.of the j,^ijb 

. Scriptures, that we may fee .what UkeJiKo^q f^pje 

is of their having been feigned by a ^«^p^ri}^f^cma 

3 and lying people. ' • 

In general, it may ,be g|]|fef,vc.d, that , i^ f^yo 

.cpmpare the facred, books Qf:.^he -^^^i/with 

^thofe of any other the mcjfl aflnured nations, 

iuch as Greece and Rome^ we f^iall foorijfpe^^a 

jinoft jftrikipg-.and amazing differf nee, Their 

_ wiiple cqn(Utution_was of .a^pepqliar, natitfe j,-|b 

^v^ftly different fromLtbat o( pther cou(]\irie^^^^^ 

l\t well 'dcfervetb:the attention and admiirp,tiQn,pf 

ppyeyy imp^r^al suid cpnf^eriijg" flbfcyven .^t 

e,;v}ra8.ihe .oqly^^oniljtutp^ 'm^^ ^PA^^Q^fJ^J^ 

the acknpwlegement -and worfhip of. merpne 

«4yue podj^.^tjie (oyereign Lord of -the. uni,vefjte, 

^;5jnd of him alope, is m^de ihe fufldaroe})tpl 

.jnaxim of .^heir ftate, and pnnciple of tbpl^ g?-^ 

. yer^Ofnent, jn jV?hich all their l^ws centre,.jai^4 

" ^e main end to w^hich they, jire all j^irei^ted. 

'» V0l.Lp.S7* 
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All wor{l)ip of inferior deities is forbidden j no 
deified heroes admitted j no images . fufFered. 
3S/fanv of their facred rites feem to have been 
ihftituted in a dcfigned oppofition to thofe c^ 
tTH6 neighbouring nations, that they might not 
incorporate with them, or learn their idolatrous 
ciiftdms; to vi^hich the Ifrdelites^ for a long time, 
vt^ere very prone. Nor is there any likelihood 
that they Would have embraced or fubmitted to 
a' conftitation fo difitrent from thfii then generally 
prevailing idolatry, if it had not been for the 
manifeft proofs th4t were given them of its 
divine original. The author of thefe letters 
indeed intimates, that many of their rites were 
derived froni the Egyptians 3 but whatever con- 
formity there m^ght b* in fomc particular in- 
ftances, nothing is more certain and evident, 
thail that the whole fyftem of the Jewijh it- 
ligion was moft cffcntially oppofitc to that of the 
Egyptians^ arid other pagan nations ; and tended 
to caft contempt on theit adored deities, and on 
that idolatrous worihip to which the heathens 
were fo much ^ddrfted, and which was efta- 
blifhed by'the laws of their refpeftive countries. 
As to the moral and devotional treatifes, which 
make up another part of their facred vsrritings, 
they are inconteftably excellent, Thfeir poetry 
is ctf a moft divine ftrain, far fuperior to that of 
other antient nations, having an unexampled 
dignity, elevation, and fublimity, in it, filled with 
the nobleft fentiments of the Divinity, and of his 
glorious incomparable perfedions, and governing 
providence. . 

The 
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, The fame obfefvation may be made on the 
prophetical writings, in which we may difccrn 
many remarkable characters of genuine truth and 
purity. A fervent zeal for God, and for pure 
and undefiled religion, every-where appears : nor 
is there any thing in them that breathes the 
Ipirit of this world, or that favours of ambition, 
artifice, or impofture. The whole intention of 
them is manifeflly to reclaim the people £:om 
idolatry, vice, and wickednefs, to engage them 
to the pure worfhip of God, and to theprafticc 
of univerfal righteoufnefs. With a noble free- 
dom and impartiality do they reprove their kings, 
princes, priefts, people 5 denouncing the moft 
awful threatenings againft them, if they fhould 
perfift in their evil and (inful courfes^ and en* 
couraging them with the moft gracious promifes 
to repentance, and new obedience : and all this 
mixed with many remarkable and exprefs pre- 
dictions of future events, which no human fa- 
gacity could have forefeen, and which derived 
fuch an authority to them, that tho' they wer« 
often reproached and perfecuted when alive, their 
charafter and writings were afterwards regarded 
by the whole nation with the profoundeft vene- 
ration. And it deferveth to be particularly re- 
marked, that whereas the jfews^ as well as man-» 
kind, in all ages, have been prone to place re- 
ligion chiefly in external forms, and ritual obf 
fcrvances, as if thefe would compenfate for the 
negleft of the moral precepts, there are many 
paflages in their facred books, efpecially thofe of 
the prophets, which in the ftrongeft terms re- 
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prefent the utter infufficicncy of all ritual ob- 
lervances without real holinefs of heart and life ^ 
and even fpeak of them in a very diminutive 
manner^ and with a feeming contempt, when 
oppofed to, or abftradtcd from, moral goodnels 
and virtue 5 and fuch writings certainly do not 
look like the inventions of 9 fuperflitious and 
lying people. 

But as the facred hiftory is what this writer 
fetteth himfelf particularly to expofe and in- 
validate, let us take a briet view of the hiftori- 
cal parts of Scripture ; and thefe are no lefs re- 
markable, and worthy of our attention, than the 
kws, the prophecies, the moral and devotional 
writings. 

As to a general idea of their hiftory, it is of 
as different a complexion from that of other 
nations as their laws, and is of the &me noble 
tendency with their other facred books. It every- 
where breathes the profoundeft veneration for the 
Deity. The chief defign of it is not merely to 
anfwer civil or political views, or to prcferve the 
annals of their nation, or trace it up to its ori- 
ginal, though this alfo is done, but for nobler 
purpofesj to promote the trac worftiip of God, 
and the practice of piety and virtue j to preferve 
the remembrance of God's wonderful works of 
providence towards his profefling people; ta 
fliew the favours, the bleffings, the deliverances, 
vouchfafed to them, t;he profperity and happinefs 
they enjoyed, when they kept clofe to the laws 
of God, and continued in the practice of virtue 
and righteoufnefsj and on the other hknd, the 

great 
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great calaniities which befel them^ when th 

broke the divine law and covenant^ and lapf 

into idolatry, vice, and wickedncfs. Such z 

the ufeful leilons which their hiftory is deiign< 

to teach, and to this excellent end is it directed. 

To which it may be added, that there a 

obfervable in it remarkable charaders of fin 

plicity, and an impartial regard to truth* It 

plaih, from the whole tenor of their hiftoryi th 

it Was not compiled to give falfe and fiatterir 

accounts of their nation, or partial and elegai 

encomiums of their great men. Their grc 

adions indeed are recorded, but their faults ai 

alfo related with a iimplicity and impanialil 

that deferves' to be admired. Neither 'Roman 

Greeks^ Egyptians^ nor any other people, hai 

formed their hiilories fo much to the difadvai 

tage of their own nation, or charged them wit 

fuch repeated revolts from the religion and la^ 

of their country. Let us fuppofe the Jenk 

never fo much poffeffed with the fpirit of lyinf 

it would never have put them upon forging 

body of hiftory fo much to the prejudice of thci 

own national charadler. It tendeth indeed t 

give an high idea of the great things Qod ha 

done for them, of the privileges conferred iipoj 

them, and the excellency of their laws (an< 

that their laws are excellent, no man can doub 

that ferioufly reads and confidcrs them), but a 

the fame time it fettcth the ingratitude, tbt 

difobedicnce, the ftupidity, of that people, theii 

oppofition to God's authority, and abufe of hii 

goc^inds, their manifold backilidings and un« 
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fledfaftnefs in his covenant, in the ftrongeft light. 
Their difgraces, defeats, captivities, are no- 
where concealed ; they are reprefented as fre- 
quently brought under the yoke of the neigh- 
bouring nations in a manner much to their dif- 
honour ; and their deliverances are afcribed, not 
to their own wifdom, condudt, and bravery, but 
to the mercy of God, upon their repentance. 
In a word, their hiftory is a continued account 
of God's goodnefs, patience, and juftice, exer-» 
cifed towards them ; and of their own ftrange, 
perverfc, and unaccountable conduft. This is fo 
manifcft, that it hath been often turned to their 
reproach, and hath given occafion to the repre- 
fenting them as an obftinate, ungrateful, and re- 
bellious race, and to fuch a charge as St. Stephen 
advanceth againft them from their own Scrip- 
tures : Te ftiff^neckedy and uncircumcifed in heart 
and ears^ ye do always rejift the Hjly Gboft : as 
your fathers didy fo do ye. Which of the prophet % 
have not your fathers perfecuted? Aftsvii. 51. 
Thefe confiderations naturally tend to derive a- 
peculiar credit to the yewijh Scriptures, as con* 
taining true and faithful accounts, not forged by 
a fuperftitious lying people. Whatever opinion 
therefore we may have of the Jews^ yet their 
Sacred Books deferve great regard. Nor is thera 
any ground to fuppofe, that thefe books or re- 
cords were ortheir inventing. At leaft, I believe, 
this will fcarce be pretended with regard to the 
yews in the latter times of their ftat^e, however, 
they might otherwife be addicted to tidtion and 
cmbcUifliment* They received thefe books as 
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facred from their anceftors, and were themfelves 
fo fully perfuaded of the divine original and 
authority of their laws, and the certainty and 
authenticity of thefe records, that they adhered 
to them with a zeal fcarce to be paralleled in any 
other nation : fo great was the veneration they 
had for them, that after the canon was com- 
pleted, they were extremely fcrupulous not to 
make any additions to their Sacred Books, or 
receive any others into their number as of equal 
authority, though written by the great eft and 
wifeft men of their nation. And if any perfons 
had endeavoured to alter or corrupt them, the 
fraud, the impofture, muft have been immedi- 
ately detected. For thefe Sacred Books were 
not, like thofe of other nations, confined to the 
priefts only ; they were in the hands of the 
people, conftantly and publicly read in their 
iynagogues ; the laws, and the fafts, were .what 
they were all acquainted with, and inftrudled in^ 
from their infancy. 

If therefore there be any ground of fufpicion, 
it muft fall, not upon the latter yewSy but upon- 
Ezra, and thofe by whom the facred canon 
was finiftied. If their hiftory and Sacred Books 
were forged or corrupted, the moft likely time . 
that can be fixed upon for it is upon their return 
from the Babylonijh captivity. And this feems 
to be the aera fixed upon by the author of thefe 

Letters. He obferves that *' the Babylonijh 

" captivity lafted fo long, and fuch circum- 
*' ftances, whatever they were, accompanied it, 
^^ that the captives forgot their country, and 
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^ even their language, the Hebrew dialefl:, at 

" leaft, and charafter */* And afterwards^ 

he intimates, that the Scriptures were " loft 

** during the captivity -f ." And he obferves, 

that " Ezra began, and Simon thcjuft finifliedi 

*' the canon of the Scriptures ||." • 

Let us grant, that in the Babylonijh captivity, 
the Jews learned the Chaldee language, which 
thenceforth became more familiar to them than 
the Hebrew ; and that the old Hebrew charadter 
was, as many learned men fuppofe, though it is 
far from being certain, changed for the Chaldee ; 
the latter being fairer, eafier, and more generally 
ufed among the people ; yet this is far from 
proving, either that the Hebrew language was 
intirely forgotten by them, or that their Sacred 
Books were loft in the captivity. There are 
many things that plainly (hew the contrary. The 
prophet EzEKiEL, who prophefied during the 
captivity to the Jews in Chaldea^ writ and puh- 
liftied his prophecies in Hebrew* So did the 
prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, 
who prophefied feveral years after the return 
from the Babylonijh captivity : which fliQws, that 
iht Hebrew language was ftill in ufc, and was 
underftood by many of the people. The fame 
thing may be concluded from thi? ; that all the 
Sacred Books that were written after the captivity 
were written in Hebrew^ except a part of Ezra 
and Daniel. Nehemiah, who had been a great 
man in the Perjian court, writ his own memoirs 
in Hebrew :. which ftiews, that the Jews who 

* VoU I. p. 84." t Ibid. p. 101. 8 Ibid. p. 85. 
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continued in Perjia^ their great men at leaft, ftill 
retained the knowlege of that language. And 
as the Hebrew language was not abfolutely for- 
gotten among the Jews in their captivity, fo 
neither were their Sacred Books intirely loft. 
Indeed it were abfurd to fuppofe it. That cap- 
tivity, though it lafted feventy years from the 
firft beginning of it under yehoiakim, yet from, 
the time of the utter defolation oi Jerufalem^ 
and the temple, and the carrying away the laft 
remainder of the people to Babykriy continued 
but about fifty years. And there were not a 
few of them that had been carried away from 
yerufalemy who furvived the whole time, and 
lived to come back. Many of the priejis and 
Levites\^ and chief of the fat hers ^vnho were antient 
men^ that had feen the fir jl houfe^ when thefoun^ 
dation of the fecond houfe was laid before their 
eyes^ wept with a loud voice^ Ezra iii. 12. AH 
thofe among them that lived to feventy or eighty 
years were twenty or thirty years oM when 
Jerifalem and the Temple were dellroyed 5 and to 
fiippofe, that thefe (hould intirely forget their 
language, or their religion, hiftory, and laws, is' 
very abfurd. Add to this, that the people were 
in expedlation of a deliverance, and reftitution 
to their own land, of which the prophets had' 
aflured them ; and this would naturally make 
them inore careful to preferve their laws, and' 
the antient authentic records and memorials of 
their nation. It appeareth from the accounts 
given cf thofe that returned, that many of the 
Priejis the Levites^ the Sw^ers, the Porters^ 

the 
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the Netbifiims, &c* had preferved their genealo- 
gies during the captivity, in profpcdl of their 
return, and of their being again employed in the 
facred funftions; and thofe who could not 
clearly fliew their genealogies, were put from 
the priefthood, Ezra ii. 6%. Neb. vii. 64; 
Great numbers of the people could alfo prove 
their genealogies : and where there were any 
that could not do this, it is particularly taken no* 
tice of, that they could not Jhew their fathers 
boufe^ Ezra ii. 5-9. It is manifeft therefore, 
that there were regi/lers of genealogies preferv- 
ed in Babylon ; and is it not reafonable to con- 
clude, that they would be no lefs careful t6 
prefervc their Sacred Books, efpecially thofe of 
Mofes^ in which were their original records, and 
the laws on which their whole conftitution 
depended ? 

If the yews had been for changing their own 
laws and cuftoms, we may fuppofe it Jlxuft have 
been in order to their adopting thofe of their 
conquerors, and of the country to which they 
were tranfplanted, and in which they fettlecL 
But it is evident, that, in fad:, they did not do 
this ; fince the whole fyftem of their worftiip and 
conftitution was, upon their return, very differ- 
ent from that of the Babylonians. If therefore 
they learned their language, or ufed their letters 
and characters in writings yet ftiil it is certain, 
that they worfhiped not their gods, nor adopt- 
ed their religio©, and facred rites. They ftill pre- 
ferved their own; and the captivity and defb- 
lation of their nation^ which they looked upon as 

E 3 a punifli- 
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a punifliment for their manifold revolts, idola- 
tries, and deviations from their law, tended to 
increafe, inllead of extinguifliing, their venera- 
tion for it. 

By Daniel's folemn fupplication and failing, 
when the time came that had been marked out in 
the prophecies for their return, itappeareth,tbat 
he had the book of Jerfmiah's Prophecies before 
him, Dan. ix. 2. And the confeffion he there 
maketh is remarkable ; Alllfrael have tranfgreJJ" 
ed thy law — therefore the curfe is come upon us 5 
and the oath that is written in the law of Mofes 
thejervant of God ^ hecauje we have finned again fi 

him And he hath confirmed his words which be 

fpake againfi us^ and againft our judges that judged * 
1/5— r- As it is written in the law of MoJeSy all 
this evil is come upon us^ ver. 11, 12, 13. 
Here it is plainly fuppofed, that there was a writ- 
ten law oi Mofes extant in his time, known to him 
and to the people, and which was regarded asi 
the Jaw of God himfelf : that they had tranf- 
greffed that law, and thereby had expofed them- 
felves to the dreadful judgments denounced 
againft them, and written in that law, as the 
juft punifliment of their revolt and difobediencc. 
Soon after thi?, when the people returned, under 
thecondrrdl of Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and others, 
we find them gathered together to celebrate the 
Feaft of Tabernacles, in the feventh month, and 
•offering the daily burnt^offerings^ and thofe of 
the neio-rmoons^ and fit feaft s^ tjefides free-will 
offerings : and all this is iaid to be done as 
written in the law of Mofcs,^ Ezra iii* i-^d« and 

this 
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this plainly (heweth, that they had the written 
law of Mofe% with them. They alfo appointed 
the Priefts and Levites^ in their feveral courfes, 
and the Singers, and fervice of the temple, ac- 
cording to the ordinances of David the man ofGod^ 
Ezra iii. 10, 11. The facred hymns or pfahns, 
therefore, that had been ufed in the temple- wor- 
Ihip, were not loft in the captivity j and indeed 
the Pfalms of David carry evident characters of 
genuinenefs in them. They were many of 
them compofed on fpecial occafions, and adapt- 
ed to his peculiar circumftances, in a manner 
which plainly fheweth they were not forged in 
, after-times. And the preferving fo many of 
the pfalms and hymns, fame of which contain 
an abridgment of their facred hiftory, is a mani- 
feft indication of the care they took ; and that 
there was not a general deftrudtionof their Sacred 
Books in the captivity. The fame obfervation 
may be applied to the prophetical writings, 
and to their facred records. It is plain, that the 
hiftory of their kings was prcferved; to which 
there is frequent reference in books compiled 
after the Babylunifro captivity. 

The commiffion afterwards given to Ezra by 
Artaxerxes, plainly fuppofed the lawofilf^- 
fes to be then in being, and in the higheft au- 
thority; and only impowered him to regulate 
every thing according to that law. He is de- 
fcribed in Artaxerxes'^ commiffiori as a ready 
fcribe in the lawof Mojess as one greatly fkilled 
in that law, and fit to inftrudt others in it \ and 
is required to fet magift rates and judges to judge 

E 4 the 



5 6 Reflections on the Late 

the people, fiich as knew tke Law of God, 
Ezra vii. 6. iq. 25 Soon after Ezra came 
Nehemiah, a great man in the Perjian court, 
and who was appointed governor of Judea ; and 
every thing throughout his book difcovcreth^ 
that he and the whole people prcfefled the higheft 
veneration for the law ot Mojes. Before he 
came to Judea^ he was well acquainted with 
that law, and regarded it as of divine authority, 
Neb. i. 7, 8, 9. During his adminiltration, wc 
have an account of a folemn reading of the 
Law, by Ezra^ in the hearing of all the people ; 
•who heard it with the utmoft reverence and at- 
tention : in this he was aflifted by leveral Levites^ 
who read in the book^ in the law of God^ dir 
fiinBl)\ and gave the fen fe^ and caufed them toun-- 
derfiand the readings Neh. viii. i — 9 Again, we 
are told of another folemn reading of the Law, 
before all the people, Nch. ix. 1, a, 3. And in. 
the admirable confeflion made on that account 
by the I^jvites^ there is an excellent fummaryof 
the principal events recorded in the hiftorical 
parts of the books oi Mofesy fuch as, the calling 
oi Abraham \ their bondage and oppreffion in 
Egypiy their being brought out from thence with 
ligns and wonders, and dreadful judgments exc-r. 
cuted upon Pharaoh and his people; the dividing 
of the fea before them, fo that they paffcd 
through it as on dry land, whilfl the Egyptians 
that purfued them were overwhelmed in the 
deep ; the promulgation of the law at Sinai, with 
remarkable tokens of the divine prefence and 
glory J the miracles wrought in the Wildernefs^ 
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the leading them by a cloud in the day, and a 
pillar of fire by night; the giving them manna-^^ 
bread from heaven to eat, and cleaving the rock 
to give them water to drink ; and finally, bring- 
ing them into pofleffion of the land of Canaan. 
Thefe things, which are the moft remarkable 
feds in the hiftory of their nation, together with 
their frequent rebellions, difobedience, and ingra- 
titude, particularly their making and wor(hip- 
ingthe molten calf in the Wildernefs, the ftand- 
ing difgrace of their nation, and their fubfe- 
quent .revolts, calamities, and deliverances, after 
they came into the land of Canaan^ are there 
taken notice of in the public confeffions and ac- 
knowlegements made to God in the name and 
prefence of all the people ; and are mentioned 
as things commonly known and acknowleged 
among them, and as of undoubted truth and cer- 
tainty. 

Taking thefe things together, itfeems to ap- 
pear, with all the evidence which the nature of 
the thing is capable of, that the Jewijh facred 
books and records were not loft in the Babylonifi 
captivity 5 that they were in pofleffion of theiii, 
and had them in great veneration, before Ezra 
came Xo "Jierufalem. And it would be a wild 
imagination to fuppofe, that he had it in his 
powefj even if he had it in his inclination, fo far 
to impofc upon all the "Jews^ both thofe lujudea^ 
and thofe that coritinued in Babylon^ and other 
prts of the Perjian empire, as to make them all 
with one confent receive thofe for their antient 
laws, by which their nation had been always go-^ 
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verncd, which were not their antient laws ; and 
thofe for their antient authentic hiftories, and fa- 
cred records, which were not the antient authen- 
tic records. All that his commiflion from 
Artaxerxes extended to was, to order things ac- 
cording to the law of Mofes j and this heefFed:ed* 
When he came, he found feveral abufcs contra- 
ry to that law, countenanced by men of great 
power and intereft, and in which feveral of the. 
chief priefts, as well as numbers of the people, 
were engaged ; and he fet himfelf to reform 
them according to that law : and thefe regula- 
tions would not have been tamely fubmitted to, 
if it had not been well icnown, that the laws and 
conftitutions he urged upon them, were the 
true original laws oi Mofes. 

Astorheeftablifhing the facred canon, which is 
attributed to Ezra, and to thofe whom thtjews 
call the men of the great fynagogue 5 the laft of 
whom was Simon the Just j this is not to be 
underftood as if thefe books were not accounted 
facred, or were regarded as of no authority be- 
fore. The books were already well known, and 
looked upon as facred ; they had not their au- 
thority, becaufe Ezra acknowleged them; but. 
he collecfted and publiflied them, becaufe they 
were known to be authentic. It may indeed be 
well fuppofed, that faults and variations might 
have crept into the copies of thofe books; and. 
that they needed to be carefully revifed. And : 
this was a work for which Ezra was admirably 
fitted by his great Ikill in the law, and in the fa-.- 
c;;ed records of his nation, as wcU ft$ hi? pot^I 
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integrity. And if he accordingly revifed the 
original Sacred Books, and publifhed a more cor- 
redt edition of them, or abridged fome of their 
antient records, to render them of more gene- 
ral ufc among the people, and here and there in- 
ferted fome paffages for explaining and illuftratc- 
ing things that were grown obfcurc ; this was 
certainly a work of great ufe. And fuppofing 
him to have done this, and that this work con- 
tinued to be afterwards carried on by fome of 
the moft knowing and excellent men of their 
nation, till it was with great care completed, I 
do not fee how it in the leaft afFedts the autho- 
rity or credibility of thofe books. The whole 
nation in general were fo fenfible of Ezra's 
great fidelity and diligence, that he was always 
afterwards had in the higheft honour 5 and they 
were fo convinced, that thefe were the original 
Sacred Books, that they received them with an 
extraordinary veneration. Nor did they ever 
pay the fame regard to any other fubfequent 
writings in their own nation. And though the 
Sanhedrim continued to have great autho- 
rity among them, they never pretended to 
put any other books upon them as divine, or as of 
equal authority with the Sacred Books. Now 
how comes it, that they put fo great a difference 
between them, and that the authority of thefe 
books was univerfally acknowleged by the whole 
nation, and the other not ? This ilieweth, that 
however credulous the Jews might be in other 
things, yet they were particularly exafl: and fcru* 
pulous in not receiving any book? into the facred 
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canon, but what they judged they had good 
reafon to look upon as authentic. 

The moft remarkable part of the Jewi/fo hi- 
ftory is, that which is contained in the books of 
Mofes. It is there we have an account of the 
firftconftitution of their facred polity; the pro- 
mulgation of the ten commandments, with the 
inoft amazing demonftrations of a divine power 
and majefly; and the extraordinary miraculous 
fads done in Egypt ^ and in the Wildernefs^ by 
which the authority of that law was eftablifl'jed. 
And whofoever alloweth this part of the Je^wijh 
hiftory to be authentic, will not much fcruple the 
fubi'equent parts of their hill:ory. Now it is 
evident, that as it was not Ezra that gave au- 
thority to the law of Mofes^ which was in the 
higheft authority before, or who caufed the 
people to receive it as divine ; fo neither were 
xhtJaBi^ whereby the authority of that law was 
attefted, ^r^publifhed by him. They had been 
all along believed, and the remembrance of them 
kept up, among the people. The books oj Mo/es 
exhibit a remarkable intermixture of laws and 
faSls : and it appears to be fo from the beginning, 
though our author infinuates the contrary, but 
gives no reafon for it *. And it was wifely or- 
dered, that the fa<fts ftiould go along with the 
laws J feveral of which fuppofe thofe fads, and 
have a manifeft relation to them. And as the 
laws were received with great veneration, fo the 
fa<fts were equally received and believed among 
Ac people, in all ages, from the time in which 
• Vol. I. pu 100. 
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thofe laws were given. And it deferveth to be 
remarked, that the fafts were of fuch a kind, 
that they could not have been impofed upon the 
people, however ftupid we fuppofe them to have 
been, at 'the time the laws were given, if they 
had not been true. If Moses had only told the 
Ifraelites^ as' Mahomet did the Arabians^ in- 
flead of working ngiiracles before them, as 
they demanded, of a journey he made to hea- 
ven, where he received the law ; or as Numa 
did the antient Romans^ of conferences he had 
with the Goddefs Egeria in a wood or grove, to 
which no other perfons were witnclles, and 
which depended intirely upon his own word ; 
this might have adminiftred ground of fufpicion, 
that he only feigned a divine coipmiffion, the 
more effeftually to enforce his laws upon an 
ignorant and fuperftitious people. But he took a 
quite different method. The fadts he rekteth, 
and upon the credit of which the divine authority 
of his laws is refted, were of a moft public na^ 
ture, done in open view before the people, o£ 
which they were all faid to be witneffes, and in 
which therefore, if thev had not been true, it 
would have been the cafieft thing in the world 
to have detefted him. And indeed, confidering 
the ftubborn difpofition of the people, and their 
great proncnefs to idolatry, it can fcarce be con- 
ceived, that they would have received or fub- 
mitced to fuch a law and conftitution, if they^ 
thcmfclves had not been affured of the truth 
of thbfe fads whereby the divinity of it was con* 
firmed. In the admirable recapitulation of ihe . 
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law, contained in the book o{ Deuteronomy ^vAnch, 
carrieth asftrong evidences of genuine ^7;///y2^//y, 
Jimplicityy ^nd integrity, as any writings can pof- 
fibly have, and in which he dclivereth himfelf 
with an inimitable gravity, dignity, and authority, 
mixed with the moft afFedtionate tendernefs and 
concern, as becometh the lawgiver and father of 
his people, andexhorteth them to the obfervation 
of the law in the moft pathetical and engaging 
manner j there is a conftant reference to the 
great and extraordinary facts wrought in Egypt^ 
and in the Wildernefs ; an appeal is made to 
the people, concerning them, as things which 
they themfelves had feen and known. And 
never was there greater care taken to preferve 
a remembrance of any laws and fads than there 
was of thefe. He delivered the book of the 
law, containing an account both of laws and 
feifts, not only to the priejis, but to all the elders 
of Ifraely the heads of the feveral tribes, before 
his death. And the original of the law was de- 
pofited in the fides of the ark, in the moft holy 
place. A moft folemn charge was laid upon the 
people, in the name of God, as they valued his 
favour, and their own happinefs, frequently to 
confider thofe laws and fads themfelves, and to 
teach them diligently to their children. Sacred 
rites were inftituted, and public feftivals ap- 
pointed, to preferve the memorials of the prin- 
cipal fadla, from the time in which thofe fadls 
were done. And accordingly the remembrance 
of them was conftantly preferved among them 
iaall ages. In all the fucceeding monuments of 
\ their 
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their nation, throughout their whole hiftory^ 
and in their devotional and prophetical writings, 
and in their public folemn forms of confe(Iioi> 
and thankfgiving, there was ftill a conftant re- 
/erence to thofe fafts as of undoubted credit 5 and 
upon the credit of thofe fads, thofe laws were 
both at firft received, and continued afterwards 
to be acknowleged and fubmitted to : for not- 
withftanding the frequent defcdions of the 
people to the idolatrous rites and cuftoms of the 
neighbouring nations, yet they never totally 
and univerfally apoftatized from the law of Mo^ 
JeSy but ftill acknowleged its facrcdncfs and di- 
vine authority *• 

The author of thefe letters taketh particular 
notice, of the fables invented by the Hellenijiic 
yews, to authorize the Greek verfion of the He- 
Drew Scriptures -f-. But I do not fee how any argu- 
ment can be fairly drawn from thefe fables to the 
prejudice of the Sacred Books themfelves, which 
were thus tranflated, or to deftroy their autho- 
rity or credibility. The ftrong perfuafion they 
had of the divine authority of the original Scri- 
ptures, might make the "Jews at Alexandria 
more ready to entertain ftcries in favour of the 
tranflatiori of thefe Scriptures into Greek^ from 

* Tlnat the law of Mofesy with the fa£ls there recorded, may be. 
traced, from the time in which that law was given, and the fads 
done, through all the facceeding ages of the^^ov^ nation; and that 
we have all the evidence of their having been tranfmitted without 
any material corruption or alteration, chat can be reafonably de- 
fired ; I have elfewhere more fully fliewn in the Anfwtr to Cbrifii* 
mmty as old as the creation. Vol. II. chap. 4. 

t Vpl, L p. 85, 86. 

whicii^ 
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which they found great benefit ; this being the 
language they beft underftood, and which was 
then become of general ufe. But thofe ftories 
were not generally received by ihtjewijh nation, 
though they all univerfally agreed in acknow- 
leging the authority of the originals ; nor were 
they ever inferted in the facred writings, or in 
any books, the authority of which was generally 
received among them. 

The firft thing that gave rife to thofe ftories 
was, the hiftory of Arijieas ; which feems to 
have been contrived on purpofe to do honour 
to that verfion, and gives a pompous account of 
it. And yet even in that hiftory there is nothing 
laid of thofe miraculous circumflances, which 
were afterwards invented to (hew, that thofe in? 
terpreters were under* an extraordinary divine 
guidance. On the contrary, that book, though 
it be the foundation of all that is faid concerning 
the Septuaginr, may be proved to be plainly incon- 
liftent with thofe fubfeqnuet fables and fidlions \ 
' and is fufficient to detefl: the falfity of them. 
There is therefore no parallel at all between thefe 
H(?//^;z/y?/V^/ fables, and the facred Hebrew records j 
except it could be proved, that one part of thofe 
antient records is inconfiftent with other fubfe- 
quent parts of them, and furnifheth manifej(l 
proofs of their faKhood ; which neither his lord-* < 
Ihip, nor any other, has been able toftiew. 

Another argument, on which he feems to lay 
a mighty ftrefs, in order to fet afidc the author • 
rity of the Scripture, is drawn from the acci-^ 
dents that have happened to the fiicred text. 

He 
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He will not allow the anfwer made by Abhadie 
fend others, that— *'. fuch accidents could not 
*^ have been prevented without a perpetual 
** ftanding miracle, and that a perpetual ftand-^ 
^^ ing miracle is not in the order of Providence*" . 
On the contrary, it feems evident to him^ that 
if the Scriptures had been originally given by di- 
vine infpiratioii, -r-— " either fuch accidents 
** would not have happened, or the Scriptures 
** would have been preferved intireiy in their 
*^ genuine purity^ ndtwithftanding thefe acci- 
** dents.'- — - He thinks the proof of this — ^ 
*^ is obvious and eafy, according to our cleared 
^^ and moil diftindl ideas of wifdom, ,and moral 
" fithefs**" But, befides that the prefent 
queftion, as he has managed it^ relating to the 
facred. hiftory^ is not about the divine infpiration 
of it % but whether it be a true and faithful hi- 
ftory^ an honeft and credible relation of fads^ 
Ivhich heabfoluteiy denies; I fee no confequence 
at all in his way of reafoning, even if the que- 
ftion were, whether thofe facred books were 
Originally written by perfons divinely infpired* 
For all that could be rcafonably concluded^ 
fuppofing any books to have been originally 
given by divine infpiration^ is, that Providence 
would take care, that thofe books fhould be 
[tr||fmitted with a fufficient degree of certainty 
anT integrity^ to anfwer the end for which 
they were originally intended* But it was no- 
way neceflary to this purpofe, that all thetran-* 
icribers that ihould ever copy thofe writings In 
^ V0I4 1, p. 95. 
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any age or nation, fhould be under an infalli- 
ble guidance, fo as to be kept by an extraordi- 
nary interpofition fronfi ever committing ariy 
miftake or blunder, 6r being guilty of any fli^s 
or negligences j or that all thofe that have evfer 
revifed and compared thofe copies, fhould, Jn 
every inftance, be infallibly guided in their 
judgments concerning them. This is evidently 
abfurd. it would be a multiplying miracles 
without neceffity ; and would therefore be uii- 
worthy of the divine wifdom, and not very cdA- 
liftent with the methods of God's moral g6- 
vernment of men, confidercd as rcafonaBIc 
creatures, free agents. For, will any man, la 
good carneft, undertake to prove, that, fuppofe- 
ing an excellent revelation given of dorarines, 
laws, &c. together with authentic accounts of 
extraordinary fads, tending to confirm and efta- 
bliih the divine authority of thofe d'odrines and 
laws, this revelation could not be of any 
ufe, nbr could thofe accounts df fads be at all 
fit to be depended on, if there were any variations, 
omiflions,tranfpofitions,or miftakes, in any copies 
that ftiouldbe taken of them in any age ? If, not* 
Withftaftding thofe variations, the copies fhould 
jftill fo far agree, that from thence a fufficient no- 
tion might be formed of the dodrines and laws 
contained in that original revelation, and of the 
truthof the fads whereby it was attefted and con- 
firmed, this would be fufficient to anfwer theend 
which we might fuppofe the divine wiidom to 
have had in view in giving fuch a revelation. 
And this is adually the cafe with 'regard to the 

hol^ 
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h&ly Scriptures* Whatever additionSy tnterpo^ 
lationSy or tranfpojitiom^ may be fupjpofed to 
have, crept into any of the copies, yet all the 
inain laws and fadts are ftill preferved. Of this 
\ve have a remarkable proof, by comparing the 
Hehrinio and Samaritan codes of the Pentateuch* 
*rhere ate differences between them : but the 
lawjsi'the precepts* the hiftory, the important 
fads, whereby the jaw wasattefted, are the fanie 
In both* And^ in gqueral^ it may be jixftly af- 
firmedi that notvvithftanding all the differences 
in the copieS3 about which fuch a clamour hath 
been raifed, yet there is a fiiffiqient agreement 
among thetn to fatisfy us^ that fuch and fuch 
laws were originally giverii f^ch prophecies werd- 
delivcredj and that fuch fadts were done. And 
the . variations ^mong the copies in fmaller mat- 
terSj the miftakes that have crept into the genea- 
logies^ numbers^ dAt9S, catalogues of names, ages 
of fome of the patriarchs, and the like (and it is 
in thefe things that the differences principally lie)^ 
do really confirm their harmony in the main j 
iind: therefore are far from deflroying the autho^ 
nty;of the ^acied Writings, or the credibility of 
the Scripture-hiftoryi 

TChc learned Capellus, who had throughly 
tonfidered thiamatterj and who^ it is well knovvn^ 
allowed himfelf great liberties in judging coa- 
terning the variations in the copies ot the He^ 
brew ScriptureSj juflly obferveth, in his defenc^J 
of his Critica Sacra, that all thefe variations are^ 
of. little or no moment as to faith,or manners ^ 
io that ift that refped it is indifferent which read^ 



68 Reflexions d» the Late ' 

ing we follow: San^ omnes ilia varieiaiei^ uH 
fapius in Critica Sacra repetOy nulKus aut 
feni nullius funt quoad Jidem et mores momenti^ 
ut eo refpe£iu perindejit banc an illamfequaris /r- 
Bionem. Arid I believe there are few com- 
petent and impartial judges of thefe things, bilt 
will be ready to own, with Mr. Le Clerc^ the 
freedom of whofe judgment in fuch matters 
muft be acknowlegcd, that, through the good 
providence of God, no books, from the car- 
lieft antiquity, have come to us equally corre<ft 
with the Sacred Books of the Hebre^ws^ particu- 
larly the Maforetical copies. Nullos libros e^ 
ultima anti quit ate ad nos Dei benejicio pervenijfe 
aque emendatos ac facros Hebraorutn codices ^ et 
quidem Maforeticos. See his Dijfertatio de 
Lingua Hebraa^ prefixed to his Commentary on 
the Pentateuch. 

What our author himfclf maketh a fhcw of 
granting is very true, that—— " amidft all the 
** changes and chances to which the books, iq 
** which they are recorded, have been expofed, 
** neither original writer, nor later compilers, 
^ have been fufFered to make any eflential al- 
*' terations, fuch as would have falfified the 
** law of God, and the principles of the Jewijh 
^' and Chriftian religion, in any of thofe divine 
" fundamental points*.*' — And indeed the pre- 
cepts, the doftrines of religion inculcated in the 
Scriptures of the Old Teftamcnt, are fo frequent- 
ly repeated, and the principal fa6ls there related 
are io often referred to, in different parts of 
f Vol. I. p. 97, 98. 

thofe 
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tfiofe Sacrc(J Volumes, as to be abundantly fuf^ 
ficient to anfwer the defign for which they were 
originallySintended ; viz. to inftrudl men in the 
knowlege, adoration, and obedience of the one 
true God, and to engage them to the pradUce of 
righteoufnefs, and to prepare the way for a more 
perfed difpenfation, which was to be introduced 
in the fulnefs of time, by that Divine Person, 
whofe comings charaSler^ ^ffi^^^% J^j3f^^i^g^^gt<^^y% 
0Lnd kingdom, were there prefigured and foretold^ 
Accordingly our Saviour fpeaketh. of the wri- 
tings of Mofes and the Prophets j as of fignal ijifi^ to. 
inftrudl and dircft men in the knowlegPand 
praftice of religion, Luke xvi. 29, 30, 31. And 
though it be not true, which our author aflerteth, 
that the Jewijh Scriptures had no authority but 
what they derived from Chriftianity (for they 
had an authority founded upon fufficient creden- 
tials before Chriftianity was eftablifhed); yet thei? 
being acknowleged as divine, by Chrift and hi^ 
Apollles, giveth them a farther confirmation : 
For when a fubfequent revelation, \yhicb is 
itfclf founded on convincing proofs and evidences, 
giveth teftimony to a prior revelation, and rcfer- 
reth to it as of divine authority, when both to-, 
gether concur to form one fyftem of religion, 
and to exhibit the hiftory of God's various dif-. 
penfations tovva^rda his church, the formerfbeing 
fubfervient and preparatory to the latter, and the 
Utter giving farther light, and a fuller comple- 
tion, to the former; this confirmeth the autho-. 
rity of l?oth, ^nd fhcweth one great uniform de- 
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iign and plan carried on by the divine, wifiioni 
3nd goodnefs from the beginning. 

It is no juft objeftion ^gainft the {authority of 
the Sacred Books of the Old Teftapent, though 
the writer of thcfe Letters fgcms to think it fa, 

that *^ though Jews ?tnd Chriftians hold th^ 

^* fame books in great veneratipn, yet each qon- 
^* demns the other for not underftanding, or fop 
V stbufing them*," This is to be underflood, 
pot of the Sacred Jliftory, which yet he woul4 
be thought to have particularly in view j for, as 
to this, the Jews ^nd Chriftians are generally 
agreed j but of fome paffages in the prophetical 
writings, in the interpretation of which they 
(JifFer. And, with refpeft to thefe, it maybe 
obferved, that if the. Je^s^ at the time of oup 
Saviour's appearing, had univerfally interpretecj 
the prophetical waitings as the Chriftians do^^ 
jiid applied them to Jefui Chrift ; and had ac^. 
cordiogly turned Chriftians, and embraced ^^x 
9s the Messiah prpmifed to their fathers 3 it 
wopid undoubtedly have been alleged, tha^ 
<hej fbrged or corrupted the prophecies in favour 
of the Chriftian fyftem j whereas now there 
is no roopi for this pretence. Their vouching 
^nd a^knowleging thofe writings, as of ^ivin^ 
authotity, notwithftand^ng the difficulty they 
have been put to^ in anfwering th^ argument^ 
brought from thence againft their own favourite 
notions and prejudices^ giveth their teftimopv 
\Q the:prophctical book? gfP^t fpfce^ 

t Vol. I. p. 925 

Thcf9 



Lord Bolingbroke^j Letters. 7 % 

There is another remarkable paifage in his 
third Letter, which it is proper to take fome no- 
tice of. He obferves*, that—— ** the Jews 
*^ and Chriftians differ among themfelves^ and 
** frooi one another, concerning almoft every 
*^ point that is neceifary to be known, and agreed 
*^ upon, in order to eftablifti the authority of 
*^ books which both have received as autbentiq 
*^ and facred. Who were the authors of thefe 
** Scriptures, v\fhen they were publiflied, how 
^* they were compofe], and prefcrved, or renew- 
^^ ed ; in fine, how they were Ipft during the 
•^ captivity, and how they were retrieved after 
** it; are all matters of controverfy to this day/* 
«— That the Sacred Books were not loft in 
the captivity, and that confequently they were 
pot retrieved after it by immediate infpiration, 
jiath been clearly fhewn. Afi<Sion which feems 
to have had its rife from the apocryphal feconcj 
book of Efdras^ the authority of which never 
was acknowleged either in the JewiJI:> or Chri- 
ilian Church. . There are indeed differences, 
both among ye'ivs and Chriftians, concerning fe^ 
veral points relating to thofe Sacred ^Books^ but 
^hele differences are, for the moft part^ about 
things that do not properly concern the divine 
authority or credibility of thofe writings. There 
is a general agreement among them, that the 
prophetical books were written by perfons di- 
vinely infpiredj and that the Pentateuch was. 
Written by Mosuss^ the greatefl; of all the prx)««. 

5 MA,' p*. ^00, 10^. 
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phets; and that the hiftorical writings were cl^^ 
ther tlie very original authentic records, or faith- 
fully compiled out of theni ; and were received 
ftnd ackqowleged by the whole nation, as con- 
taining true and juft accounts of fafts. And 
whereas he urgeth, that it is matter of contro- 
verfy, who were the authors of thofe Scriptures, 
or when they "were compofed or publifhed } it is 
certain, that, with refpecft to the much greater 
part of the Sacred Books, both Jews and Chri-* 
ftians are generally agreed who were the authors 
of them. 

This is true concerning all the writings of 
the Prophets^ the books of Solomon y moflrof 
the PfalmSy th^ five books of Mcfes^ which have 
been conftantly received by the jfewijh and 
Chriftian church, in all ages, as written by My^j j 
though a few in thefe latter times have at- 
tempted to conteft it. The books of Ezra^ 
Neherniakj and Daniely feem plainly to (hew^ 
fhcir authors. And concerning all thefcj, there 
has been a general agreement. The book$ 
therefore, concerning the authors of whiph there 
is properly any ground of controverfy, are the 
hhlorieal books of Jojhuay Jud^eSj Samuel^ 
Kings ^ and Chronicles. As to the firft of thefe, 
viz. the hook of Jofhua^ the antient Jews ia 
general, and the greater part of Chriftian wri- 
ters, with good reafon look upon it to have been 
written by Jojhua himfelf j though there are 
fome particular paflages in it that were inferted 
^fterwards^ by way of illuftration. It is princi- 

; pall? 
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pally concerning the books of Judges^ Samuel^ 
King^i and Chronicles^ that there is any coloura- . 
ble pretence for faying with our author, tha(; 
they were — ^ ^' abridgments of old records 

^^ made in later times */' Some of thein 

feem plainly to have been compiled after the re- 
turn from the Babylonijlo captivity, probably by 
Ezray from antient authentic records, which are 
frequently quoted and referred to in them as 
books of acknowleged credit and authority ; lb 
that there is little room to doubt of the truth 
and certainty of the accounts there given. For 
that they were faithfully extracted from thofe 
original records, to which they refer for a larger 
account of the things there related, there is the 
higheft realon to believe. And it was wifely 
ordered, that thefc fliorter accounts fliould be 
inferted in the facred canon, when it was to be 
brought^ as it were, into one volume for the laft-* 
ing inftrudion and edification of the church. 
For as the facred hiftory was intended not merely 
to gratify curiofity, but to promote the purpofes 
of religion, piety, and virtue, and to keep up 
the remembrance* of the remarkable actings of 
Pivine Providence towards them, both in a way 
qf m^rcy and judgmenf according to their be- 
haviour, it was proper that it fhould be brought 
}nto as narrow a compafs as was confiftent with 
that defign. This would make it more generally 
known, and eafily remembred ; whereas larger 
pnd more particular accounts plight have b^ 

♦ yd. I. p. 96, 
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too voluminous for a book defigned for univcr^ 
fal ufe. 

The only thing that yet remaineth to be con- 
fidered with regard to the Sacred Books of the 
Old TeftaiTient is what he faith concerning the* 
curfe pronounced upon Canaan by Noab^ of 
which we have an account, Gen. ix. 24^ 25^ 
^6, 27. This he feems to have fixed upon aa 
one of the propereft inftances he could find to 
expofc the authority of the Scripture. He 
treateth it as an invention of the writer to juftify 
the Ifraelites in their invafion of the Canaanites 5 
and reprefenteth this curfe as contradiding all 
our notions of order and juftice ; becaufe it 
puniiheth Canaan^ who was innocent, for th? 

fault of I^am^. ^^ One is tempted to think, 

*^ fays he, th^t the patriarch was ftill drunk ; 
*! and that no man in his fenfes could hold fuch 
*^ language, or pafs fuch a fentence. Certain 
^^ it is, that no writer bat a yew could impute 
** to the oeconomy of Providence the accpm-^ 
•< pliftiment of fuch acpredicSion, nor make the 
^^ Supreme Being ^he executor of fuch a curfe.'* 

That Mofes might have in view, in recording 
this prophecy, to raife the fpirits of the Ifraelites^ 
who were entering on a war with the Canaanites^ 
is not unlikely, But this doth not prove, that he 
forged it. If it had been a fi£bion purely con- 
trived to bring an odium upon Canaan^ and hi^ 
pofterity, the ftory vvould have been otherwif© 
formed than it is. It would not have been pre^ 
tended, that Ham^ but that Canac^n,^ had been 
* VqI. I.|). iig, III, \i2,. 

guUty 
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guilty of the impiety and irreverence offered 
towards Noah the lecond father of mankind, and 
repairer of the world, and who was had in 
great veneration* Bat Mofes gave the account 
^ he had received it. Why Noah paffed Ham 
by without cenfure, and mentioned only Canaan^ 
we are not told : there might be reafons for it 
$hat we do not know. Or perhaps, Noah laid 
^mething more concerning Ham^ and his po- 
flerity : but Mofes takes notice only of what is 
faid concerning Canaan. Nor is the maledidioa 
pronounced upon Canaan declared to be on ac-^ 
ppunt of what Ham had done. It is indeed re- 
lated immediately after it j but it doth not follow 
that this was the proper caufe of that curfe: 
all that fqlloweth from it is, that upon that oc- 
caGon, and at that time, Noab pronounced a 
remarkable predidion importing favours and 
bleffings upon Shem and Japhety and their de- 
pendents i and that the defcendents of Canaan^ 
one of Ham's fons, (hould be in a low and fervile 
condition, fubjected both to thofe of Shem and 
jfaphet. It was not in a pajjion^ or drunken Jit ^ 
that Noah pronounced this, as his lordihip feems 
willing to reprefent it ^ but God was pleafed on 
that occafion to enlighten No^h with fome.view 
pf the fates of his pofterity. That part of the 
prcdidtion that relates to Sbem and japhety feems 
tp be pf a noble extent, and looks a great way 
forward, as many have obferved, concerning 
which I fhall not now inquire. And as to that 
p^rt of the prophecy which relates \.o Canaan^ 
\\ 4$ re^prded \yj Mojh^ that when.it came to be 
X 9?cpmplifhed 
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accomplifhed in Canaan'^ pofterity, the hand of 
Providence in it might be the more diftinitly 
obferved. The Canaanites were not accurfed of 
God, bccaufe Noah in his paffion pronounced a 
curfe upon them ; but Noahy endued with a. pro- 
phetical fpirit, was enabled to foretel and pro- 
nounce the curfe and punifhment that fhould 
afterwards in a courfc of ages befel them for 
their wickednefs. For that the true and proper 
ground of the puni(hment inflidled upon the 
Canaanites was their own execrable wickednefs, 
is evident from many exprefs declarations of 
Scripture. This wickednefs of theirs God per- 
fcdly forefaw, and determined, on the account 
of it, to inflift exemplary puni(hment upon them; 
nor would he fuffer the threatening and punifh- 
jnent a<ftually to take place, till their iniquities 
nvere fully /. e. till their fins were arrived at the 
height 5 and, when this was the cafe, it tended 
to render the event the more remarkable, that it 
was foretold fo long before. And perhaps one 
reafon why there is fuch particular notice ta^en 
of Canaan^ on occafion of Ham's impure and 
wicked behaviour, might be the monftrous an4 
unnatural impurities that it was forefeen thei 
CanaaniteSy i. e. Ham's defcendents by Canaan^ 
would be guilty of 5 and which are exprefly 
mentioned among the caufes of their ruin *. 

Having examined what the late lord BoUng'^. 

broke hath urged againft the authority a.nd cre-i 

dibility of the Scriptures of the Old Teftamcnr^^ 

let us next confider the attempt he makes againft 

f I^evit. Xviii. 24, 25. 27, 28, 
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fhc authority of the New. He had indeed, 
whilft he exprefled a great contempt of the 
Jewijh Scriptures, afFecSed to fpeak with a fa- 
vourable regard to Chriftianity. But he after- 
Wards throws off the difguife, and makes it 
plainly appear, that he hath as little veneration 
and efteem for the one as for the other. It is no 
great fign of his refped: for Chriftianity, that at 
the fame time that he does all he can to deftroy 
the credit of the Jewtjh hiftory, and to (hew, 
that it is not at all to be depended upon, he de- 
clares ** that the foundation of the Chrittian 

^* fyftem is laid partly in thofe hiftories, and in 
** the prophecies joined to them, or inferted in 

*^ them *.*' But, not content with this general' 

infiriuation, he afterwards proceedeth, in his fifth 
Letter, to a more dired: attack upon the Chriftian 
revelation -f-. He infifteth upon it, that the 
fadls, upon which the authority of the Chriftian 
religion is founded, have not been proved as all 
hiftorical fadts, to which credit fhoald be given, 
ought to be proved. He declares to the noble 

lord to whom he writes, that "this is a 

** matter of great moment ; and that therefore 
*^ he makes no excufe for the zeal which obliges 

^^ him to dwell a little on it |j." And after 

having endeavoured to fliew, that-.*-.** there re* 
*^ mains at this time no ftandard at all of Chri- 

** ftianity " either in the text of Scripture, 

or in tradition, he argues, that " by confe- 

<^ quence cither this religion was not originally 

♦ VoL I. p. 91, 92. t Ibid, from p. 174. to i8j. 
Jbid. p. 176. 

"of 
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•^ of divine inftitution ; or elfe God has not pro^ 
*^ vided efFedlually for preferving the genuine 
** purity of it, and the gat^s of hell havel 
^' actually prevailed, in contradidion to his 
*^ promife, againft the church. He muft be 
^' worfe than an Atheift that affirms the laft ^ 
*^ and therefore the heft efFed: of this reafonirig 
•^ that can be hoped for is, that men ihould fall 
. ** into Theifm, and fubfcribe to the firft. '* — ;- 
And accordingly he roundly declares, that — f* 
** Chriftianity may lean on the civil and eccle(i« 
" aftical power, and be fupported by the forcible 
** influence of education : but the proper force 
*^ of religion,, that force which fubd,ues the 
** mind, and awes the confcience by convi6lioi>, 

** will be wanting *. He adds '' Since- J 

^' have faid fo much on the fubjeft in my izeai 
*' for Chriftianity, I will add this further. The 
^^ refurredtion of letters was a fatal period : the 
•' Chriftian fyfl:em has been attacked, and wound-* 
*' ed too, very feverely (ince that time -f-/* — f 
And again, fpeaking of thofe of the clergy who 
a<S for fpiritual, not temporal ends, and are def 
firous, that men {hould believe and pra61:ice the 
dodlrines of Chriftianity, he faith, that — *' they 
•* will feel and own the weight of the con** 
*^ fiderations he offers; and will agree^ that 
5' however the people have been, or may be^ 
•* amufed, yet Chriftianity has been in decay 
ever fince the refurredion of letters ||/* — ^ 
This is an odd proof of his pretended Zeat fot 

* Vol I. p. i8cs i8i, 182. t ibid; p. 182. II Ibid* 
P* 185* 
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^Cbri/Iianity^ to infinuatc that all good and honcft 
divines wiH agree with him, that Chriftianity 
has been lofing ground ever fince the revival of 
learning and knowlege > as if it could not bear 
the light, and only fubfifted by darknefs and 
Ignorance. It will help farther to (hew bis 
defign in this, if we compare it with What lie 
faith in his fixth Letter -f- 5 where he mentions 
the refurrection of letters, after the art of print-> 
ing had been invented, as one of the principal 
caufes that contributed to the diminution of the 
papal authority and ufurpations. And he ob- 
serves, that — - *' as foon as the means of ac- 
*^ quiring and fpreading information grew com- 
•^ mon, it is no wonder that a fyftem was un- 
^' ravelled, which could not have been woven 
•' with fuccefs in any age, but thofe of groft 
•' ignorance, and credulous fuperftition/'^ — -Wfe 
may fee by this what a compliment he defigns 
to Chriftianity, when he reprefents it as having 
received a fatal blow at the refurreftion of 
letters, and as having been in decay ever fince. 
He plainly puts it on a level with the papal 
authority and ufurpation, and fuppofes the fame 
of Chriliianity that he does of popery, that it 
was a fyftem which could only have been woven 
in the ages of ignorance and fuperftition, which 
owed its reception and prevalency to times of 
darknefs, and has been decaying ever fince the, 
means of acquiring and fpreading information 
^rew common. 

^ Vol, I. p. 206, 207* 

This 
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This may fiifHce to (hew the rcfpeft that tfid 
writer of thefe Letters bears to Chriftianity. 

.Before I enter on a diftincft examination of what 
he hath offered, I would obfervej that he eri- 
deavoureth to prepare his way by declaiming^ iot 

; feveral pages together, againft the priefts, divines^ 
and ecclefiaftical hiftorians, on tht account oi 
that fpirit of lying that hath prevailed among 

. them in all ages *. But he himfelf well ob^ 
ferves and proves, in pppofition to an hiftorical 
Pyrrhonifm, that though there have been abun- 

. dance of lyes, and falfe hiftory put upon the 

.world, this ought not to diminifli the credit o^ 
the true. And therefore the frauds and falflioods 

. of many that have profefTed a zeal for (Jhrifti^ 
anity, ought to be no prejudice againft the au- 
thority of the New Teftament, or the credi- 
bility of the fads on which it is fupported, pro- 
vided it can be (hewn, that thefe fads come to 
us with a fufficient degree of evidence to tnake 
it reafonkble for us to receive them as true* 

If, as he afferts " numberleis fables have 

^^ been invented to fupport Judailm and Chri-» 
** ftianity ; and for this purpOfe falfe hiftory a9 
^' well as falfe miracles have been employed ;''-*- 
it is Certain, that no perfons have taken greater 
pains, or been more luccebful in their attempts 
to deted: and expofe fuch frauds, and falfe hillory^ 
than Ghriflian divines and critics ; many of whom 
have exercifed themfelves this way with great 
judgment and impartiality, as being fenfible, that 
Chriftianity needcth no fuch fupports 5 add that .• 
♦ Vol. 1. p- 123. ctfeq. 
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filch frauds diflionour the caufe they are intended 
to fcrve. If wc examine the New Teftament^ 
we fhall find no encouragement there given to 
fuch methods. A remarkable fimplicity, and im- 
partial regard to truth, every- where appear. 
And to lye for the glory of God, or to do evil 
that good may come of it, is there moft exprefly 
condemned. It was when men began to fall 
from the true original fpirit of Qiriftianity, and; 
not content with the fimplicity of religion a? 
Chrift and his Apoftles left it, attempted to bring 
in innovations, additions, alterations in the 
Chriftian doftrine and worfhip, it was then that 
fraud and impofture, or a foolifli credulity, 
began to prevail, and grew more and more, the 
&rther they removed from the firft and pureft 
ages. And it is capable of a clear proof, that it 
was principally in favour of thofe corrupt ad- 
ditions, and abufes of Chriftianity, that falfe 
hiftory and felfe miracles have been artfully con- 
trived, and zealoufly propagated. Ats^ why 
thould it be turned to the difadvantage of the 
gofpel hiftory or miracles, that hiftory has been 
:orrupted and falfified in favour of doilrines or 
practices, e. g. the invocation of faints^ the 
worfhip of images J relics^ &c. which Chriftianity 
las not countenanced or authorized ? To which 
t may be added, that it is plainly foretold in the 
New Teftament, that there fliould be a great 
UPOSTASY from the purity of religion, and that 
the corruption (hould be introduced, and carried 
on, by JignSy and lying wonders. And if this 
hath aftoally been the cafe, inllead of furnifliing 
T . G * a proper 
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a proper objeaion againft true original Chriftt- 
anity, it afFordeth a manifeft proof of the per- 
fedl tbreknowlege of its divine Author. 

He feems to lay a great ftrefs upon it, that— 
** the church has had this advantage over her 

*^ adverfaries that the works of thofe who 

** have written againft her have been deftroyed \ 
^^ and whatever (he advanced to juftify hcrfclf, 
" and to defame her adverfaries, is prcferved in 
** her annals, and the writings of her doctors *. 

•^ And he takes particular notice of Gregory 

*' the Great's proclaiming war to all headien 
^* learning , in order to proihote Chr iftian verity •[•.'' 
But it is certain, that the humour of deftroying 
the heathen writings never generally obtakied in 
the Chriftian church* On the contrary, it was 
principally owing to Chriftians, that fo many of 
thofe writings have been tranfmittcd to us. ^Thc 
MabometanSy and fome of the barbarous nations, 
deftroyed libraries^ and monuments of learn- 
ing, where-ever they came. But it is a matter of 
fad: not to be contcfted, that great numbers of 
heathen writings and monuments have bean> |M'e- 
ferved ; by Chriftians they have been pr^fcrwd ; 
and from thence the learned have been able to 
give an ample account of their religion^ riteSy 
iaws^ and htjiory. And this is fo far from being 
a difadvantage to Chriftianity, that great ufehatb 
been made of the heathen learning to ferve and 
promote the Chriftian caufe. The emperor 
JULIAN was fo feniible of this, that he fdnned 
a deiign of modelling the fchods £>, that, ttie 
♦ Vtl. I. p. 127, 12?;. t IWd. p, 131. 
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Chriftians (hould not be acquainted with the 
heathen writers* As to the books that have beea 
written againft Chriftianity *, it is poilible that 
the ill-judged zeal of fome Chriftians may have 
occafioned the lofs of fome of them : but I am 
apt to think it was owing, in moft inftances, to 
the fame caufcs and accidents, to which we muft 
attribute the lofs of fo many antient monuments^ 
and admired writings, not only of the heathens, 
but of eminent fathers, and antient writers oi^ 
the Chriftian church. Many celebrated apologies 
for Chriftianity, and books in defence of religion, 
have been loft 5 when, on the contrary, the 
works even of Lucretius^ a fyftem of Epicurifm^ 
the life of ApoUonius TyaneuSy and others of the' 
like fort, have come down to our times. 

Thefe infinuations do not properly come upr 
to the main point. But in his fifth Letter, under 
pretence of giving advice to divines, and ftiew- 
ing, that it is incumbent upon them to apply 
themfelves to the ftudy of hiftory, he fet^ hun- 

♦ The heathen writings againft Chriftianity feem not to 
lave been much efteemed among the.pagans themfelves ; and 
diis may be one reafon why they were not very carefully, 
preftrved. There is a remarkable paffage of Chryfojtom^ to 
tbispurpofe, who in a difcourfe addreifed to the heathens 
ol^ferves. That the philofophers, and famous rhetoricians, who 
wirote againft Chriftianity, had only rendered themfelves ri- 
diculous : that they had not been able to perfuade any one 
among fo many people, either wife or finiple, man or woman : 
timt the books written by them were had in fuch contempt^ 
that they difappeared almoft as foon as they were publifbed | 
aAd that if any of them were preferved, it was among 
Chriftians that one might find diem. Chrjf. Tom^ IX* p» 539* 
Edit. Bcmd. ) 
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felf more diredtly to attack the authority of the 
Chriftian religion, and to fubvert, as far as in hira. 
lieth, the foundations on which the proof of its 
divine original depends. And the courfe of his 
reafoning is plainly this : that Chriftianity is 
wholly founded upon fads ; and that thofe fadls 
do not come to us with a fufEcient degree of 
evidence to be relied / on : they have not been 
proved as matters of fatl ought to be proved. 

He declares, that " it has been long matter 

*^ of.aftonifhment to him, that Chriftian divines,' 
** thofe of them that can be called fo without a 
** fneer, could take fo much filly pains to. 
*^ eftablifti myftcry on nietaphyfics, revelation 
" on philofophy, and matters of fadt on abfixaft 
*^ reafoning. A religion founded on the authority. 
** of a divine miffion, confirmed by prophecies 
" and miracles, appeals to fafts : and the fafts, 
" niuft be proved, as all other fafts that pafs 
** for authentic, are proved. If they are thus: 
** proved, the religion will prevail without the; 
** afliftance of fo much profound reafoning : if 
" they are not thus proved, the authority of it 
** will fink in the world, even with this aflift- ' 

<< ance *." He therefore blames the divines 

for ufing improper proofs in their difputes 

with Theifts. He alks " What do thcy^ 

*^ mean to din improper proofs in ears that are 

** open to proper proofs ?'' Thus it is that he 

charaderizes the Deifts ; and afterwards he de- 

fcribes them as perfons " of minds candid, 

** but not implicit; willing to be informed, but. 

♦ Vol. I. p. iTi. 

^l curiQU| 
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^'curious to examine *." But how different is the 
account he giveth even of the moft learned 
Chriftians! He affirms, that — '^ they have not 
*^ been hitherto impartial enough, or fagacious 
^^ enough, to take an accurate examination of 
^^ the Jewifti and Ghriftian fyftem, or have not 

** been honeft enough to communicate it ||.'' ^ 

This is a very fevere and confident cenfure. 
There have been many perfons, not only among 
divines, but among the laity, of diftinguifhed 
eminence for probity and virtue, as well as for 
learning and judgment, and who, to fpeak mo- 
deftly, were in thefe refpefts no way inferior to 
the late Lord Bolingbroke^ that have piofeiTed 
to examine, with all the attention they were ca- 
pable of, and with an earneft defire of knowing 
the truth, the evidences of the Jewifh and 
Chriftian fyftem : but becaufe, as ^the refult of 
their inquiries, they were confirmed in the be- 
lief of the divine original of the Jewifti and 
Chriftian revelation, therefore, in his judgment,- 
not one of them was honeft or fagacious enough- 
to make an accurate examination : and I appre- 
hend they have no other way of obtaining the 
chara<3:er of fagacity or impartiality from writers 
of this caft, but by renouncing Chriftianity. If 
they do this, they ftiall be allowed to be faga- 
cious and impartial inquirers ; but otherwife, 
they muft be content to have their judgment or 
honefty call'd in queftion^ But if we may judge, 
by the writings of the Deifts that have hitherto 
appeared, not excepting thofe of his lordftiip, 

♦ Vol. I. p. 179. II Ibid^ p. t8i. 
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they have not given very favourable indications, 
f ither of an uncommon fagacity, or of a candid 
mid impartial inquiry. 

He tells the noble lord to vsrhom he writes,— 
*^ You will find reafon perhaps to think as I do, 
^^ that it is high tirne the clergy in all Chriftian 
•^ communions ihould join their forces, and 
^^ eftablifli thofe hiftorical fads, which arq the 
♦^ foundations of the whole fyftem, on clear 
*^ and unqueftionable hiftorical authority, fuch 
^^ as they require in all cafes of moment from 
*^ others, and rejed: candidly what cannot be thus 
f« eftablifhed *." 

Chriftian divines have frequently done what 
his lordfhip blames them for not doing. The 
fads on which the Chriftian fyftem is founded, 
relate principally to what is recorded in the 
Hvritings of the New Teftament concerning the 
holy life^ and excellent cbaraiier^ of our bl(pl&d 
Saviour,^ his admirable difcourjes^ the many il^ 
luftrious miracles he performed during the courfe 
of his perfqnal miniftry in proof of his divine 
miffion, his refurreSlion from the dead, and 
Confequent exaltationy the extraordinary effufion of 
the Holy Gbo/i upon hjs difciples, and the mira-* 
Uulous atteftations that were given to his Apoftles, 
and the firft publiftiers of the Chriftian revela- 
tion. The queftion is, what reafon have we to 
think that thofe fafts were really done? Hia 
Iprdfhip requires, that thqfe facfts fhould h© 
* proved, as ?tll other fafts that pafs for autbcntlQ 
jtre proved I and th^t ^iviottj fliould eft^liih tb© 
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credit of thofe fads on clear and unqueftionablc 
hiftorical authority, fuch as they require in aH 
cafes of moment from others. The Chriftian 
divines are willing to join iflue on this point* 
The beft, the propereft way of proving the truth 
of antient fa^ts is undoubtedly by authentic ac- 
counts publiflied in the age in which the faflS 
were done, and tranfmitted with fufficient marks 
of credibility to our own times. And feveral things 
are to be confider'd, in order to our judging 
whether, and how far, thofe accounts may b6 

depended on. If the fafts there related were 

of a public nature, done for the moft part in 
Open view, and for which an appeal is made td 
numbers of witnefles : — — if the accounts of thofe 
fadts were given by perfons that were perfeftly 
well acquainted with the faSs, and who, having 
had full opportunity to* know them, were them- 
felves abfoiutely perfuaded of the truth and reality 

of thofe fafts : if they appear from their 

whole charader to have been perfons of great 
probity, and undefigning fimplicity, and who 
could have no worldly intereft to ferve by feign- 
ing or difguifing thofe fads j and if their preju- 
dices had not any tendency to bias them in favour 
of thofe fads, but the contrary : — if the write* 
ings themfelves have all the charaders of genu- 
ine fimplicity, and an impartial regard to truth, 
that can be reafonably defired : — and if thev 
cm be clearly traced from the age in whicn 
they were written, and the fads were faid to be 
done^ through the fucceeding ages, to our own 
times : -— and fmally^ if it is u^mably evident, 
'. G 4 ^ that 
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that there were furprifing efFeds produced in 
the very age in which the fadts were faid to be 
done, and which cannot otherwife be accounted 
for, than by allowing the truth of thofe fads, 
and the effefts of which continue to this day : — 
.where thefe feveral circumftances concur, they lay 
a juft foundation for receiving the accounts given 
of fads as true. — According to the jufteft rules 
of criticifm, fuch accounts of fads may be de- 
pended on : and many fafts are generally received 
and believed, that fall greatly fhort of this evi- 
dence. 

Now it is capable of being proved, it has been 
often proved with great clearnefs and ftrength, 
that all thefe circumftances concur in relation to 
the important fafts on which the Chriftian fy- 
ftem is founded. The fafts themfdves were, for 
the moft part, done in open view, and of which 
there were many witnefTes. Chrift's whole per- 
fonal miniftry was a very public thing. The 
fcene of it was not laid in a dark obfcure cor- 
ner, nor was it carried on merely in a private 
way. His admirable difcourfes were, for the 
moft part, delivered, and his miracles wrought, 
in places of the moft public concourfe, before 
great multitudes of people, and even before his 
enemies themfelves, and thofe who were moft 
ftrongly prejudiced againft him. Many of his 
wonc^eiful works are reprefented as having been 
done at Jerufalem^ at the time of their folemn 
feftivalr,, when there was avaft concourfe of people 
fjom all parts. The fame may be faid of the 
remaikable circumftances which attended hia 

crucifixion. 
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crucifixion, the earthquake, the fplitting of the 
rock, the extraordinary preternatural darknefs that 
covered the whole land for the fpace.of three hoursf, 
&c. which things happened at the time of the 
Jewifli paffover ; and could not have been impofed 
upon the people of that age, if they had not been 
known to be inconteftably true. And the re- 
lating fuch things was, in eiFed:, appealing to 
thoufands of witnefles. And though Jefus did 
not appear publicly after his refurred:ion to all 
the people ; yet, befides that he fhew'd himfelf 
alive after his paffion. by many infallible proofsj 
to his Apoftles and others, who beft knew him, 
and were therefore moft capable of judging that 
it was he himfelf, and not another ; and was 
feen even by five hundred at once, who all con- 
curred in their teftimony ; befides this, the ex- 
traordinary eflfufion of the Holy Ghoft upon hii 
difciples on the day of Pentecoji^ which was the 
moft illuftrious confirmation of his refurreition 
and afcenfion, is reprefented to have been of the 
moft public nature, in the prefence of vaft mul« 
titudes then gathered together at Jerufalem from 
all parts of the world. To which it may be 
added, that many of the miracles that were 
wrought in the name, and by the power, of a 
rifen Jefus, and which were fo many additional 
proofs of his refurreiftion, were alfo done in 
open view, before great numbers of people. 
The accounts of thefe fadts were written and 
publiflied in the very age in which th? fadls 
were done, and the laws and dodtrines deliver'd 
which arc there recorded,. and by perfons who 

appear 
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Appear to have been perfectly acquainted with 
the things they relate, and fully perfuadjed of 
Ae truth of tliem. And many of the fadts were 
of fuch a nature, and fo circumftanced, that 
they could not be deceived in them, allowing 
them to have had their fcnfes, which I think k 
v^ but reafoftable to fuppofe. 

The writers of thefe accounts appear to have 
been perfons of plain fenfe, and of great pro- 
bity and fimplicity, and to have had a fincerc 
regard to truth. They write without 'art, with- 
out paffion, or any of that heat which enthu- 
fiafm is wont to infpire. They take no pains to 
prepoflbfs or captivate the reader ; but content 
fhemfelves with a plain fimple narration of fafts, 
without ornament, amplification, or difguile. 
They relate, (with a calm fimplicity, and in a 
jnanner that hath not the leaft fign of an ovcr^ 
heated imagination,) Chrift's wonderful adtionsj 
and excellent difcourfe?, without interpofing any 
refledtions of their own. With the fame cool- 
nefs they relate the bitter cenfures, the feoffs and 
reproaches, that were caft upon him by his ad- 
verfaries; and the grievous and ignominious fuf* 
ferings he endured, without exprefling their in- 
dignation againft the authors of them. And it 
]$ obfervable, that they do not reprefent him^ as 
one might be apt to expedt they wcMild have 
done^ as triumphing over thofe fufferings with 
an CKulting bravery; but rather as manifefUng 
great tenderne^ of heart and feniibility under 
fheiQt^ thpugh mixed with a remarlubta con^ 

ftaopy and refignatioDi 
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• It is a farther proof of that impartial regard 
to truth, which is obfcrvable in the writers of 
Ihofe ajccounts, that, though foiue of them were 
Apoftles themfelves, and others their fpecial 
iriends and intimates; yet they relate, without 
difguife, things which feem to bear hard upon 
their charaders. They relate not only the low* 
Deis and meanncfs of their condition and drcum^ 
ilances^ but their ignorance, their dulnefs of 
apprehenfion, the weaknefs of their faith, the 
power of their prejudices, their vain ambition^ , 
and contentions among themfelves who fliould 
be the greateft; the reproofs they received from 
their Lord', their cowardly forfaking him in his 
laft fufferings; and particularly the jGbameful fall 
oiPetery one of the chief of them, and his denial 
of his Lord and mailer, with the aggravating 
circumftances that attended it. They have not 
attempted to conceal any of thefe things, which 
they might eaiily have done, or to excufe or dif- 
guife them; than which nothing could better 
iheAjv^ their impartiality, and love of truth. 
. It farther ftrengthens the credit of their rela- 
tions, when it is confider'd, that they had no 
temptation to difguife or faliify the great h&z 
recorded in the, Gofpels, in order to ferve any 
worldly intereft, or to humour and confirm any 
4arlii^ prejudices. On the contrary, it appearetb, 
that they were themfelves brought, by the irre- 
£iHb]b evidcaoce of the fa<9:s they relate, to em- 
brace a relieion, which was not only contrary ta 
^ii: workUy intereftsj and expofed them to aH 
inaoacr of nymachrsi pcdecutaonsy anoiiifier*^ 
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ings, but which was alfo contrary to their former 
moft favourite notions, and rooted prejudices. 
For what could be more contrary to the notions 
and prejudices, which then univerfally poffeffed 
the minds of the Jews, both of the learned and 
of the vulgar, than the dodrine of a crucified 
Meffiah, who was to eredt a kingdom, not of 
this world, but of a fpiritual nature, in the be- 
nefits and privileges of which the Gentiles were 
to be joint fliarers with the Jews? And, finally, 
they gave the higheft proof of their being them- 
felves perfuaded of the truth of thofe fafes, by 
their perfifting in their teftimony with an un- 
ihaken conftancy, in oppofition to all the powers 
and terrors of this world. To this it may be 
added, that the writings themfelves have all the 
charaders of genuine purity, fimplicity, and un- 
corrupted integrity, that any writings can have ; 
nor is there any thing in them that gives the 
leaft ground of fufpicion of their having been 
written in any later age, or that favours of the 
fpirit of this world, of ambition, avarice, or 
fenfuality. And thefe writings have been tranf- 
mitted to us with an unqueftionable evidence, 
greater than can be produced for any other 
writings in the world. We can clearly trace 
them through all the intermediate ages up to 
that immediately fucceeding the Apoftles, and 
have the moft convincing proof of their having 
been ftill extant, and ftill received and acknow- 
kged among Chriftians. There are great num- 
bers of books, now in oiir hands, that were 
written and publiihed in thQ feveral agesJ)etweea 

that 
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that time and this, in which there are continual'- 
references to the Gofpels, and other facred books 
of the New Teftament. And by the numerous 
quotations from them, and large portions tran- ' 
fcribed out of them in every age, it is incon- 
teftably manifeft, that the accounts of the fa<fts, 
difcourfes, doctrines, &c. which now appear in 
them, are the fame that were to be found in 
them in the firft ages. Innumerable copies of 
them were foon fpread abroad in different na- 
tions : they have been tranflated into various 
languages : many commentaries have been writ- 
ten upon them by different authors, who have 
inferted the facred text in their writings : they - 
have been conflantly applied to on many occa- 
fions, by perfons of different fects, parties, in- 
clinations, and interefls. Thefe are things which 
no man can be fo hardy as to deny. And by 
this kind of evidence, the greateft and the moft 
convincing which the nature of the thing can ' 
poffibly admit of, we are afTured, that the evan- 
gelical records, which are now in our hands, 
have been tranfmilt^^d fafe to us, and are the • 
fame that were originally publifhed in the apo- 
ftolical age ; and that a general corruption of 
them, or a fubflitution of other accounts in- 
ftead of them, if any had attempted it, would ' 
have been an impofTible thing. 

Taking all thefe confiderations together, it 
appeareth, that never were there any accounts 
of facts that better deferved to be depended on. ^ 
And what mightily confirmeth the credit of thofe 
writings, and of the facts there, related, is> that 
\l it 
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it cannot be ooncefbd^ that great numbers, both 
o# Jews and heathens, upon the credit of thc^ 
facts, forfaking the religion of their anceftor^ 
were brought to receive the religion of Jefus in 
the firft age, when they had the beft opportuni^ 
of inquiring into the truth and certainty of thofe 
fa&s : and this in oppofition to their moft inve- 
terate prejudices, and when, by embracing it, 
dicy expofed themfelves to all manner of evils 
and fufferings. The fpreading of the Chriilian 
religicm, as the cafe was circumilanced, fur- 
nif^th a very ftrong proof of the truth of the 
£ids on which it was founded, and cannot 
otherwife be accounted for. 

Our author aiTerts, — that, " if the fads can 
** be proved, the Chriftian religion will prevail, 
^* without the affiftance of profound reaibning : 
*^ bitf , if the fadts cannot be proved, the autho- 
** rity of it will fink in the wcwrld, even with 

•* this affiftance */' 1 think it may be fairly 

ai^ued from this, that if the extraordinary iaJSok 
h^ not been true, on the evidence of which 
alone Chriftianity is founded, it muil have funk 
at the very be^nning, and could never have beta 
eflabliibed in the world at all ; confideriag the 
nature of this religion, and the difficulties and 
oppofitions it had to encounter with. It was 
manifeilly contrary to the prevailing prgudiocs '. 
both of Jews and Gentiles : it tended indreiy .to 
fubvert the whole fyftem of the pagan foper- 
ftition and idolatry, which was wrought into 
thdr civil conilitution^ and upon which tfad 
• VoLLp.i75« 

prdpcritf 
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pFofperity of the Roman empire, and the cfta- 
^lifhrnent of their ftate, were thought to de- 
pend. It alfo tended to fet afide the peculiar 
polity of the Jews, upon which they fo highly 
valued themfclves, and to fubvert all the pleafing 
hopes and expediations of the temporal kingdom 
of the Mefliah, with which they were fo infi- 
nitely delighted. It obliged men to receive one 
that had been ignominioufly condemned and 
crucified, as their Redeemer and their Lord, the 
Son of God, and Saviour of the world. It pro- 
pofed no temporal advantages to its votaries, to 
bribe men to embrace it 5 gave no indulgence to 
their corrupt lufts, nor had any thing in it to 
footh and gratify their vicious appetites and in*^ 
clinations. At the fame time it had all the 
powers of the world engaged againft it : yet it 
foon triumphed over all oppofition, tho' propa- 
• gated by the feemingly meaneft inftruments; and 
made an aft(»^(hing progrefs through a. great 
part of the Roman empire, then the moft know- 
ing and civilized part of the earth. This is a 
ftrong additional confirmation of the truth of 
thoie accounts which are contained in the Gofpel 
records ; fince there could not be, as the cafe 
was circumftanced, any poffible inducement to 
Jews or Gentiles to embrace Chriftianity, ' but a 
thorough conviftion of its divine original, and 
of the truth of thofe extraordinary fadts by which 
it was attefted. 

And if the firft propagators of this religion 
had <^er'd no other proof but their own words 
in fupport of it, and in confirmation: of the di- 
vine 
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vine authority of a crucified Jefus, it cannot, 
with any confiftency, be fuppofed, that a fcheme 
of religion, fo deftitute of all worldly advantages,- 
and fo oppofite to mens prejudices, as well as 
vices, and which fubjeded thofe that made pro- 
feflion of it to fuch bitter reproaches and perfe- 
cutions, could poffibly have prevail'd in the 
world. 

If, at the time when Chriftianity made its firft 
appearance in the world, it had been embraced 
by the Roman emperor, as it afterwards was by 
Conjiantine the Greats if it had been counte- 
nanced by the higher powers, there might have 
been fome pretence for afcribing the progrefs it 
made to the encouragement it met with from 
the great and powerful. The author of thefe Let- 
ters, fpeaking of the mJracles faid to be wrought 

at the tomb of the Abbe Paris^ obferves, 

" That, if the firft miniftcr had been a Janfenift, 
** all France had kept his feftival, and thofe 
^f filly impoftures would have been tranfmitted, 
•* in all the folemn pomp of hiftory, from the 
*^ knaves of this age to the fools of the next-f-." — 
But this very inftance, in which the Deifts have ' 
triumphed fo much, may be turned againfl them, . 
fince it.afFordeth a plain proof, how 'difficult it 
is to maintain the credit of miraculous fadls, 
when they are difcounrenanced by the civil- 
power. The miracles fuppofed to be wrought ^ 
at the tomb of the Abbe Paris were foon quafh- d, : 
and a full flop put to the courfe of the aijracu- 
lous operations, notwijhftandijig there was a nu- 
f Vol. I. p. 125, I26, 

jnerous^ 
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merdiis^ a powerful, and artful body of mea 
engaged in reputation and intereft to fupport the 
credit of them. It may therefore be juftly con- 
cluded, that if the extraordinary fa<fts, on which 
Chriftianity was founded, had been falfc, the 
credit of them niuft foon have funk, nnd that 
religion with it, when all the reigning powers 
of tibe world, Jewifti and Heathen, joined their 
force and influence to fupprefs it ** 

In what hath been faid above, to fhew the 
credit that is due to the accounts given of the 
hGks by which Chriftianity is eftabliflied, it is 
fuppofcd, that thefe accounts were written by 
Chrift's own difciples, or their moft intimate 
companions, and in the firft age, the age in 
which the fafts were done, /. e. by perfons per- 
fidy wdl acquainted with thofe fafts. But this 
ts what our author feems unwilling to allow. 
In his fifth Letter, after having obferv'd, that — 
** falfe hiftory has been employed to propa- 
" gate Chriftianity formerly, and that the fame - 
** abufe of hiftory is ftill continued" — he in- 
fiances in Mr. Abbadith faying, that— *^ the Go- 
•^ fpel of St. Matthew is cited by Clemens bifhop 
" of Rome^ a difciple of the Apoftles ; that Bar^ 
" nabas cites it Jh his Epiftle ; that Ignatius and 
" Pofycarp receive it ; and that the fame fathers 
*^ give tcftimony for St. Mark'' — He adds, that 
— " the biftiop of London y in his third Paftoral 
** Lett^, ,fpeaks to the fame effeft/' And 

• The difficulties Chriftianity had to encounter with, are 
I clegandy reprefented by Mr« ^f/iy in hii admirable uc^^tUe 
gn the Refurre&ion. 

H then 
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then he proceeds " I prefume the faft ad- 

'* vanced by the minifter, and the bifhop, is a 
*' miftakc. If the fathers of the firft century do 
^* mention fomc paffages that are a^eeable to 
" what we read in our Evangelifts, will it fol- 
*^ low, that thefe fathers had the fame Gofpels 
" before them ? To fay fo, is a manifeft abufe 
" of hiftory, and quite inexcufable in writers 
" that knew, or might have known, that thefe 
" fathers made ufe of other Gofpels, wherein 
" fuch paffages might be contained^ or they 
" Alight be preferved in unwritten traditioiu 
*^ Befides which, I would almoft venture to af- 
" firm, that the fathers of the firft century do 
^' not exprefly name the Gofpels. we Have of 

" Matthew^ Mark, Luke, and John */' His 

defign is plainly to fignify, that there is no 
proof, that the Gofpels, the books of the Evan- 
gelifts which we now have in our hands^ were 
written in the firft age of Chriftianity. 

As this is a matter of importance, I fhall offer 
fome obfervations upon it. 

And, firft. It is to be obferved, that though but 
few of the writings of the fathers of the firft 
century are come down to us, and thofe gene- 
rally very fliort 3 yet it cannot be denied, that in 
all thefe writings the tads recorded in the 
Gofpels, efpecially relating to our Lord's paffion 
and rcfurrection, and the fcheme of religion 
there taught, are all along fuppofed, and referred 
to, as of undoubted truth and certainty, and of 
divine original : fo that thofe writings of the apo; 
* Vol. I. p. i;:^, i7{f. 
7 ftolical 
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ftollcal fathers bear teflimony materially to the 
Gofpels, and to the fad:s there related, and come 
in aid of thofe accounts. It is alfo manifeft, that 
there are feveral particular paflages quoted in thefcf 
writings, which feem plainly to refer to paflages 
that are now found in the Evangelifls ; and thefe 
paflages are mentioned in a manner which fliews^ 
that they regarded them as of divine authority. 
Nor is it a valid objeftion againfl: this, that they 
do not cite the Gofpels o( Matthew^ Mark^ Luke^ 
and John^ by name : for it is not their cuft:om, in 
mentioning paflages of Scripture, to name the par- 
ticular books out of which thefe paflages are ex- 
trafted ; they content themfelves with producing 
the- paflages, or giving the fenfe of them. Thus 
they generally do with regard to teftimonies pro- 
duced from the facred books of the Old Tefl:a- 
ment : and yet no one will deny, that they had 
thofe books in their hands, and acknowleged 
their diviae authority, 

Barnabas^ in his Epiftle, has fome plain re- 
ferences to paflages that are to be found in St, 
Matthew'^ Gofpel, And, with regard to one of 
them, he introduceth it with faying, It is writ t en \ 
which was a form of quotation ufual among the 
Jews in citing their Sacred Books 5 and feem$ 
plainly to (hew, that he referred to written ac^ 
counts of the adlions and difcourfes of our Saviour. 

Clementy in his Epifl:le, mentions feveral re- 
markable paflages in our Lord's difcourfes, re- 
corded by the Evangelifts, Matthew^ Marky and 
Luke 5 he c^ls them, the words of the Lord 
^efus, nvbi^b he Jpake ; and reprefcnts them as 

H 2 of 
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of the higheft authority, and dcferving the 
greateft regard. 

Ignatius hath feveral paffages, which either 
are plain references, or manifeft allufions, to 
pafTages that are to be found in St. Matthew's 
Gofpel, and to feveral other books of the New 
Teftament He tells thofe to whom he^writes^ 
that they— *^ ought to hearken to the Prophets, 
*^ but efpecially to the Gofpel, in which the paf- 
^^ lion has been manifefted to us, and the refur- 
*' redion perfedted §/' — Where, as by tbe Pro- 
jphets are undoubtedly to be underftood the jiro- 
jphetical writings, fo by the Gofpel feem plainly 
to be underftood the writings of the Evangelifts, 
colle£ted into one book called the Gofpel. And 
in other paffages he fpeaks to the fame purpofe j|, 
f nd in z, manner which fliews, that this tKipk of 
the Gofpel was of the moft facred authority 
among Chriftians. 

Polycarp^ in his Epiftle, though very £hort, 
hath many paffages that plainly refer or allude 
to texts of the New Teftament. And, quoting 
fonie paffages which are exprefly found in the 
Evangelifts, he introduces them thus. The Lord 
hath /aid. He exprefles his confidence, that the 
PbilippianSy to whom he writes, were well exer- 
cifed in the Holy Scriptures. And it is manifeft 
from what he there adds, that by the Holy 
Scriptures he particularly intends the facred 
writings of the New Teftament : which ftiews, 
that they were had in the greateft veneration by 
the Chriftians of that age. 
§ Ep. ad Smyrn. S. ;« H £p, ad Philadelph. S» 5, and $; 

He 
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He that would fee a more diftindt account of 
thcfe things, my confult the learned Dr. Lardner"% 
accurate colledlion of paflages from the apofto- 
lical fathers, in his Credibility of the GofpeUhi- 
ftory. Part IL Vol. I. 

It appcareth from this brief account, that 
the apoftolical fathers have taken as much notice 
of thcf evangelical writings, as could be reafon- 
ably cxpcded, or as they had occafion to do. 
Arid therefore I fee not why Mr. Ahbadie (houlc^ 
be charged with an abufe of hiftory, for reprefent* 
ing the fathers of the firft century, as having 
cited the books of the Evangelifts ; fince though 
they do not exprefly quote them by name, yet 
they quqte paflages as of facred authority, which 
are to be found in thefe books : and therefore it 
may be reafonably fuppofed, that they refer to 
thofe books, which, as I fhall prefently fliew^ 
were then extant, and the authority of which 
was then acknowleged. 

But it is urged, that if the fathers of the firft 
century do mention fome paflages that are agree- 
able to what we read in our Evangelifts, it does 
not follow, that they had the farne Gofpels be- 
fore them ; becaufe " thofe fathers made ufe 

" of other Gofpels, wherein fuch paflages might 
*^ be contained, or they might be preferved ia 

^^ unwritten tradition." But this way of 

ftating the cafe does not afford the leafl: prefum- 
ption; that the books of our Evangelifts were not 
then extant. It is only fuppofed, that there 
mightT)e other accounts in that age, in which the 
lame things might be contained 3 and that the 

H 3 actions 
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aftions and difcourfes of cur Lord were wcU 
known among the Chriftians of the firft age, 
both by written accounts, and by tradition re- 
ceived from the preaching of the Apoftles. And 
this certainly confirmeth, inilead of invalidating, 
theaccounts given in the Gofpels ; and fuppofeth 
the fafts there recorded to have been of well- 
known credit and authority. But he ought not 
to mention it as a thing that is and muft be a£> 
knowleged by ail the learned, that thofe Others 
of the firft century made ufe of other Gofpels 
befides tho& of the Evangelifts. Ic cannot be 

?oved, that they ever refer to any otherGolpels. 
he only pallage in all the apoftolical fathers, 
which feems to look that way, is one in Ignatius^ 
which fomefuppofe was taken out of the Gofpel 
of the Hehre^s^ which itfclf was really St 
Matthew's Gofpel, with fome interpolations and 
additions; and yet that paffage may be fairly in- 
terpreted, as referring to the words of our Saviour, 
recorded by St. Luke^ Ch. xxiv. 35>*. 

It may be gathered indeed from the introdu- 
dion to St. Zriri^'s Gofpel, that many, in that firft 
age, had undertaken to write sn account of the 
hiftory of pur Saviour's life, miracles, difcourfes, 
i^c. but it does not appear, that thofe writings 
were generally received among Chriftians as au- 
thentic; probably becaufe they were not done 
with fufticient exaftnef-, and had a mixture of 
things falfe cr uncertain. And therefore it is 
TiCt likely, that the pafiages, referred to by the 

♦ See Lardntfs Crcdibilify, l:Sc. Part H. Vol. I. p. 184, 
185,180. * 

fathers 
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fathers of the firft cent nry, were taken from thofe 
writings : it is far more probable, that they were 
taken from the books of the Evangelifts, where we 
ftill find then), and which were then extant, and 
their authority acknowleged among Chriftians. 

That the Gofpels which we have now in our 
hands were undoubtedly extant in the apoftoli- 
cal age, and regarded as authentic, admitteth of 
a clear proof, if it be confidered, that in the 
age immediately fucceeding we find them uni- 
verlally received and acknowleged in the Chri- 
ftian church. There are feveral books come 
down to our times, which were written by au- 
thors who unqueftionably lived in the fecond 
century, in which thefe Gofpels are frequently, 
and by name, referred to as of divine authority; 
and many exprefs quotations drawn from them, 
by which it is manifeft, that they were then re- 
ceived with great veneration in the Chriftian 
churches. And it appeareth, from the firft Apo- 
logy of yujlin Martyr^ publifhed about an hun- 
dred years after the death of our Saviour, that it 
was then the ordinary pradlice to read the ;;;^- 
moirs of the Apojiles^ and the writinq;!; of the 
Prophet Sy in the religious affemblies of Chrifti 
ans. And that, by the memoirs of the Apoftles^ 
he means the books of the Evangelifis, is evident 
from feveral paffages in his writings'^ and par- 
ticularly from a palfage in this very Apology, 
where, having mentioned the memoirs compcjedby 
the Apo files ^ he adds, %ohich are called Gofpels : 
and there are frequent citations from all of tiiicm 
in his writings i which plainly fhcw, that he 

H 4 looked 
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looked upon thofe books as authentic hiftories of 
Jefus Chrift. The fame may be obferved coq« 
cerning other writers in that century. And fincc 
it is manifeft, that the four Gofpels were gene- 
rally received, and had in the higheft eftcem and 
veneration, among Chriftians in the fecond cen- 
tury, even in.the former-part of it (for that Apo- 
logy was written about the year 139. or 140.) 5 
this plainly flieweth, that the Gofpel muft have 
been written and publiftied in the apoftolical ago 
itfelf. And it was, becaufe they were knowo 
to have been written by theApoftles, or their 
companions and intimates ; and that the accounts 
there given were authentic, and abfolutely to be 
depended upon ; that thefe writings were jcr 
early and generally received. Eufebius^ fpeak* 
ing oi^adratus^ and other eminent perfons, who 

. *' held the firft rank in the fucceffionof th« 

" Apoftles," — informs us, — *^ that they, travel^. 
^' ling abroad, performed the work of Evangelifts, 
*' being ambitious to preach Chrift, and deliver 
*' the Scripture of the divine Gofpels *.'' — r— 
The per Ions he fpeaketh of flouriihed in the 
reign of Trajan^ in the beginning of the fecon<l 
century, and had undoubtedly lived a good part 
of their time in the firft; and their carrying th© 
books of the Gofpels with them where they 
preached, and delivering them to their converts, 
Iheweth, that thofe Gofpels wer^ then well 
known to be genuine, and had in great efteem.- 
And indeed if they had not been written in th© 
^pcftolical age, and then known to be genuine, it 

t Eujeb. Eccjcf. hift, lib; iii, cap. 37; 
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cannot be conceived, that fo foon after, even in 
the next age, they could b^ve been fo generally 
difperfed, and ftatcdly read in the Chriftian af- 
femblies, and regarded as of equal authority 
with the writings of theantjent prophets, which 
had been ibr (omt ages read ip the iyn^gc^ues 
on the Sabbath-days. And though a grejit cla- 
mour hath been raifed concerning fome fpuribus 
Gpfpels, which appeared in the primitive times, 
there is nothing capable pf^a clearer proof, than 
that the four Gofpels, and tjjofe only, were ge- 
nerally received as of divine authority in the 
Chriftian church, in the ages neareft the Apo- 
ftles; and have continqed fo ievcr fipce, and 
have been all along regarded with the profound- 
efl: veneration ♦ 

To this itought to be added,that theheathea 
writers, who lived neareft thofe times, never 
pretended to deny, that the hooks of the Evan-.* 
gelLfts received among Chriftians were written 
by Chrift's own difciplcs. Celfus liyed in the 
fecond century. He f peaks of Jefus the author 
of the Chriftian religion, a9 having Uvofi m^Q 
^avv oXiycav erSvy ^ very feio yean before .. 
He mentions many things recorded in ourEvanr. 
gelifts, relating to the birtb^ Ufe^ miracles^ fuf, 
ferings^ and refurreSlion^ of Jefus Chrift; and. 

tells the Chriftians ^^ Thefe things we have 

*' produced ' out of your own writings." — - 
He all along fuppofeth them to. have been, 
written by Chrift's own difciples, that lived and 
convcrfcd with hiro^ though he does all he can 
6 to 
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to ridicule and expofe them*. To this it may 
be added, that the emperor yulian^ who flou^ 
ri(hed about the middle of the fourth century, 
and who was both of great acutenefs, and very 
well difpofed to take all advantages againflChri* 
Aianity, and had, no doubt, an opportunity of 
reading whatfoever books had been written 
againfl ^the Chriftians before his time, never pre- 
tends to conteft the Gofpels being written by 
Chrifl's own difciples, : and thofe whoie names 
they bear, Matthew^ Mark^ Luke^ and John ; 
whom he exprefly mentions as the writers of 
tliofe books ^f-; though, no doubt, he would have 
been very well pleafed, if he could have met 
with any proof or prefumption that could make 
it probable, that the books of the Evangelifts, 
fo generally received among Chriftians, were 
written, not by Chrift's own immediate dif- 
ciples, or their companions, ,or in the apo- 
ilolical age, but were compiled afterwards, and 
falfly afcribed to the Apoftles. To which it 
may be adeed, that none of the Jews^ in any of 
their writings againft Chriftianity, though they 
often mention the books of the Evangelifts, have 
ever pretended, that thofe books were not writ- 
ten by thofe to whom they are attributed ; but 
by others, in after-times, under their names : 
nor do they ever mention any charge or fufpi- 
cion of this kind, as having been brought againft 
thofe books by their anceftors. 

* Qrig. control Cdf. lib. ii. p.67. 69, 70. f Cyrih 
AUx, contra Julian, lib. x. p. 327. Edit. Sp anheim. 

Thus 
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Thus we find, by the acknowlegement of 
friends and enemies, who lived neareft to thofe \ 
times, that the accounts contained in the books- 
of the Evangelifts were written in the apoftoli-' 
cal age; the age in which thof? fadts are faid to 
have been done, which are there recorded. ^ 
There are plain references to them, and pafT- 
ages produced out of them, in the few writings 
that remain of the firft ceptury. And in the " 
age immediately fucceeding, we have full proo^ 
that they were univerfally received in the Chri- ' 
ftian church, as of divine authority 5 and read 
as fuch in the Chriftian aflemblies j and were 
afcribed to Chrift's own immediate attendants, ■ 
or their intimate companions, Matthew , Mark, : 
Luke^ and Johny by name. This hath been 
univerfally admitted ever fince in all ages : and ' 
thefe books have been tranfmitted down to our. 
tinies with fuch an uninterrupted and continu- 
ed evidence, as cannot be produced for any other' 
books whatfoever. He would be accounted a* 
veryunreafonable man, that fhouldderiy, or even* 
queftion it, whether the books of Livy^ Sallujly 
Tacitus ^' were written by thofe whofe names* 
they bear. But the Delfts, and his lordfhip,^ 
among the reft, moft unreafonably rejedl that 
hiftorical teftimony and evidence in behalf of 
the Scriptures, which they would account to be 
fufficlent with regard to any other books in the 
world. 

It gives a mighty force to all this, that, upon 
a careful examining and confidering the books 
fhemfclves, they bear the plain marks and cha- 

rafters 
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radcrs of thf firil, the apoflolical age; and not 
one vdpsk, of a later date. Though three of the 
l^vangelifts m^ke particular mention of our Sa* 
viour's predii^ions concerning the deftrudion of 
^^ryfalem^ and the temple ; yet there is not any 
intimation given in any one book of the New 
Tedament, of that deftrudion as having been 
a^hully accompUHied, which yet was in forty 
years after our Lord's crucifixion. And it could 
fcarce have been avoided , but that fbme or other 
of them muft have taken notice of it, coniider- 
ing the many occaGons there were for mentbn- 
ing it, if thcfe books had been generally written 
after that event. It appeareth, from the be« 
ginning of St Luke's Gofpel, compared with the . 
introdu^ion to the AB$ of tbe jit^HleSy that be 
wrote his Gofpel before he wrote the 4£lin And 
yet this latter was evidently written in the apcK 
flolical age, and fome time before the death of 
St. Foul. For it is plain, from the accounts 
given in that book, that the writer of it was a 
companion of St. Paul in his labours and tra« 
vels, and particularly was with him in his voy- 
age to JSo^^; with an account of which, and of 
jbis preaching there two years in his own hired 
iyxife, the book ends. It taketh no notice of big 
after-labours and travels, and of his martyrdom 
at fi>mei which it would undoubtedly have 
done, as well as of the martyrdom of St. James^ if 
if it had been written after thofe events hap- 
pened. And it is a great proof of the high ve- 
neration the firfl Chriflians had for thofe wri- 
,tingS9 and how careful they were not to infert 

any 
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any accounts into them, which were not origi- 
iiaily there, that none of them ever pretended 
to make fupplemental additions to that bookj^ 
either with regard to St. Paul himfelf, or any 
other of the Apoftles. And as we may juftlyr 
conclude, that St. Luke's Gofpel was publifhed 
[ft the apoftolical age itfelf, whilft many of the 
Apoftles were yet living ; fo it hath been gene-r 
rally agreed, that Si. Matthew's Gofpel was pub- 
lilhed before that of St. Luke ; and that the Go- 
^el of St. ^obn was written laft of all. And 
yet this ktft, as is manifeft from the book itfelf, 
was written by one of Chrift's own difciples, tb< 
difciple whom Jefus loved. And it appeareth tq 
have been principally defigned to record fcveral 
things, which were noc diftindtly taken notice oi 
by the other evangelical writers. Accordingly 
tve find, that though the fads are. there plainly 
fujDpofcd, which arc related by the other Evan- 
gelifts ; yet thofe miracles and difcourfes of our 
Lord are chiefly infifted updn, which either 
were omitted by them, or but flightly mention- 
ed. Indeed whofoevcr impartially confidereth 
the writings of the New Teftament, will eafily 
obferve in them many peculiar characters, which 
plainly point to the time in which they were 
written. And there is all the reafon in the world 
to think, that if thefe books had been writ tea 
in any fucceeding age, they would have been in 
ieveral refpedts different from what they now arc, 
^he Chriftian religion here appeareth in its pri* 
jnitive fimplicity, without any of the mixtures 
gf following ages. The idea that is given of the 

Chrifdan 
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Chriftian church, in the writings of the New 
Teftament, is fuch as is proper to the firft age; 
and in which there we^e fome variations, 
6ven from that which immediately followed. 
The difcourfes of our blefled Lord, as recorded 
by the Evangelifts, are of fuch a nature, fo full 
of divine >yifdom, and admirable fentiments, as 
would manifeftly appear, if there were room in 
this place to enter on a particular confideration of 
them. They are delivered with fo much gravi- 
ty and authority, arfd yet, for the moft part, in 
fuch a particular way, that they carry the evi- 
dent proofs of their own genuinenefs. The 
charader given of our Saviour, in the books of 
the Evangelifts, feems plainly to have been 
drawn from the life. And it may be juft- 
ly affirmed, that it was not in the power 
of fuch writers; deftitute, as they appear to be, 
of all art and ornament, to have feigned fuch a 
charadter : a charader, in vvhich is wonderfully 
united a divine dignity becoming the Son of God, 
and an amiable humility and condefcenfioi^ be- 
coming the Saviour of men ; an admirable wif- 
dom in conjundtion with the greateft candor 
and fimplicity of heart; an ardent zeal for the 
glory of God, and the moftextenfive charity and 
benevolence towards mankind; an impartial 
freedom and feverity in reproving faults, and 
great tendernefs in bearing with mens weaknefles 
and infirmities ; an unparalleled purity and fan- 
6tity of manners, without any thing four or un- 
fociable, or a fupercilious contempt of others; 
the moft exemplary patience and fortitude under 

the 
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the greatefl fufFerings, joined with a remarkable 
tendernefs and fcnfibility of fpirit. To this may 
be added the beauty of his maxims, the folidity 
of his refledlions, the juft arid fublime notions of 
religion, which he every-where inculcateth^ fiur 
fuperior to any thing that was taught by the moft 
celebrated do6tors of the Jewijh nation. The 
morals he is reprefented as having taught are the 
mod pure and refined, and yet without running 
into any fuperftitious extremes, fuch as were the 
afFefted ftricSrieffes of the Pbarijees and EJJenes^ 
. or the falfe refinements of fqme Chriftians in 
the following ages. The motives there propofed 
are the moft powerfiil and. efficacious that can 
be prefented to the human mind, drawn from 
all the charms of the divine love and goodnefs ; 
from the engaging ofFer§ of grace and mercy 
made to the truly penitent, which yet are fo or- 
dered as not to give the lead encouragement to 
theobftinately wicked and difobedient ; from the 
promifes of divine aids toaffiftour fincere endea- 
vours in the performance of our duty ; from the 
important folemnities ofthe future judgment, and 
the eternal retributions of the world to come, 
the inexpreffible glory and felicity prepared for 
good men, and the dreadful puniihmentsthat (hall 
be inflifted upon the wicked. In a word, foper- 
fed is the idea of religion contained in thofe wri- 
tings, that all attempts to add to it in fucceeding 
ages, or^raife it to an higher degree of perfection, 
have really fallen (hort of its original excellence, 
and tended to taruiih its primitive beauty and 
glory. 

Takina 
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Taking all thefe considerations together, they 
form a vcfry ftrong and convincing proof of die 
troth and authenticity of the Gofpel^records; 
and that^ whether we confider the method of 
conveyance, whereby they have been tranfmil- 
ted to us^ and which we can trace up with a con- 
tinued evidence to the firfl age, or the internal 
characters of original truth and purity, and ge- 
nuine integrity, which appear in the writings 
themfelves. 

To take off the fcwroe of the evidence, brought 
for the fads on which Chriitianity is eftablifhed, 
it hath been urged, that thefe fadts are only at- 
tefted by Chriftians. The author of thefe Let- 
ters obferves, that the church has the advantage 
over her adverfaries ; that the books that were 
written againfl; her have been deftro]red, whilft 
whatever tends to juftify her has been prefcrvcd 

in her annals And that— *^ hemufl: be very 

•^ implicit indeed, who receives for true the hi- 
^* ftory of any nation or religion, and much more 
*^ that of any fedl or party, without having the 
•^ means of confirming it with fome other hi- 
•^ ftory */' H6 here foems to fuppofe it as a 
thing certain, that there had b^n hiftorical 
evidence againft Chriftianity 5 but that the church 
had fuppreiled it. But this is a precarious fup- 
pofition, without any thing to fupport it. The 
account of the fads on which Chriftianity is 
founded, were publiihed, as hath been (hewn^ 
by perfons who pretended to be perfedly wcD 
acquainted with thofe fads, and in the age in 

♦ Vol.1, p. 128. 132. 
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lich they were done, and who ijpeak of them 
things publicly known, and of undoubted 
tainty. The proper way therefore for the 
anies of Chriftianity to have taken, would 
re been, to have publifhed, if they were able, 
itrary authentic accounts, in that very age, for 
proving thofe fads ; which it would have been 
y to have done, if they had been falfc : for, 
that cafe, thoufands muft have known theoi 
i)c fo; fince many of the fads are rcprefcnted 
[laving been done. in public view, and in the 
&nce qf great multitudes. But that no fuch 
Itrary hiftorical evidence was then produced or 
blifhed, we may confidently affirm ; not only 
aufe there is no account of any fuch evidence, 
: becaufe, if the fafl:s on which Chriftianity is 
iblifhed, had been authentically difproved 
:n in the age in which they were faid to have ' 
n done ; and if there had been good hiftori- 
evidenc? produced on the other fide, by 
ich it appeared, that thofe fads were falfe 5 
Chriftian religion, confidering the other dif* 
'antages that attended it, and dbat it was prin« 
ally fupported by thofe fads, muft have funk 
mce. How is it conceivable, that in that cafe 
vould have flouriftied more and more ; and 
t vaft numbers, and many of them perfons ot : 
ifiderable fenfe and learning, would have con- 
jcd to embrace it, in the face of the greatefl: ' 
iculties and difcouragements P How comes it, 
t hone of the Apologies for Chriftianity that 
rcpublifhed very early, and prefented to the - 
man Emperors^ fome of which are ftill extant, 

I take 
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take any notice of fuch contrary hiftorical evi- 
dence, or endeavour to confute it, but ftill fpeak 
ofthofefads as inconteftably true and. certain ? 
The fir ft heathen author that appears to have 
written a formal book againft the Chriftian re- 
HgiQ0, is Celjus. And what he advanced to this 
purpolc we learn from his own words, prcferved 
hy Origenj in his excellent anfwer to him. He 
endeavourcth, as far as he can, to turn the Go- 
fpel-accounts to ridicule 5 but he never refcrreth 
to any authentic hiftory, or book of credit and- 
authority, vihich had been publiflied, to (hew 
that.' the fads^ recorded by the Evangelifts, and 
believed by the 'Chriftians, were falfe. He pre- 
t^ndcth indeed, that — =— '* he could tell -many 
" othcl^ things, relating to Jefus, truer than thofe 
*f things that were written of him by his own 
*V difciples ; but that he willingly paflcd them 

*'- by*/' And we may be fure, that if he 

had been able to produce any contrary hiftorical 
evidence, which he thought was of weight fuf* 
ficient to invalidate the evangelical records, a 
man ofiiis virolence and acutenefs would not have 
failed to produce it ; and his not having done fo, 
plainly fhewcth, that he knew of none fuch ^ 
though^ if there had been any fuch, he muft 
hive known it. .Nor do I find, that Julian^ 
when be wrote againft Chriftianity,^pretended to • 
produce any contrary hiftorical evidence for dif- . 
pi:oving the fads recorded in the Gofpels: if he 
had, fomcthing of it would have appeared m- 
Cyn/'s anfwer, in whigh there are many frag^ 

' ♦ Or^; conha-fifjT. lib. iu p. 67: Edit; Spencer. 
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mente of his book preferved. I think therefore 
the prcteince of there having been contrary evi- 
dence to difprove the fa^Ss recorded in the Go- 
fpel, which evidence Was afterwards fiipprefled 
by the Chriftians,-is abfolutely vain and ground* 
Icfs.^ And to refufc our aflent to the Gofpel- 
hfftDry, for wanf of having an opportunity to 
corifrbht'. it with Conti-ary hiftorical evidence, 
wh^ti'Wef have no reafon to think there ever was 
fuch eyidence, would be the moft unreafonabld 
conduct in the world. 

Botiftill it is urged, that the accounts of thofe 
fa^^,"lr^ order to their obtaining full credit from 
any impartial perfon, ought to be confirmed by 
the fr^ftiniiony of thofe who were not themfelves 
Chfiftians; lince Chriftians may be excepted 
againft as prejudiced perfons ; and that, if there 
berio-fijth teftimony, it adminifters juft ground 
of fufpictOR. As a great ftrefs has been fre- 
quently laid upon this, I (hall confider it di- 
ftifiaiy. 

To expert, that profefled enemies, who re- 
viled and perfecuted the Chriftians, (hould ac- 
knowkge the truth of the main fadrs on which 
Chrifiianity is founded, is an abfurdity and con- 
tradiction. And if any teftirtionies to this pur- 
pofe^ Were now to be found in their writings, 
it #duld undoubtedly be alleged by thofe gentle- 
mefl,;'^*li6 now complain of the want of fucb * 
teftifiionies, that thofe pallages were foifted in 
by Chriftians, and ought to be rejefted as fup- 
pofitrtious-. But yet we have the teftimony of 
gdyerXarieS concerning many £a£ts relating tq^ 

; I 2 Chriftianity, 
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Chriflianity, as far as can be expe£);e($ from ail<* 
Verfaries. It cannot be expedled, that "Jews or 
Heathens, continuing fuch, fhould acknowlegc 
Chrift's divine miffion ; that he was the Son ol' 
God, the Saviour of the world: butnoneof thenu 
ever pretended to deny, that there was fuch a^ 
perfon as Jefus Chriji^ who was the author oF* 
the Chriflian religion, and appeared in Judea ia 
the reign of Tiberius. Tacitus's teftimony, as 
well as that of Celfus^ is very exprefs to this pur- 
pofe *. And feme of the heathens went fo fer 
as to fpeak very honourably of him. So did 
the Emperor Alexander Severus^ who would 
have built a temple to him, if fome of the pa- 
gans about him bad not made flrong remon- 
ilrances again ft it, as Lampridius informs us in 
his life -f-. And even Porphyry himfelf, whofe 
words Etifebius hath preferved, fpeaks of him 
as a pious man, whofe foul was taken into hea- 
ven J, It would be unreafonable to expe&^ 
that the enemies of Chriftianity (hould acknow- 
lege the accounts given of Chrift by the Evan- 
gelifts to be true and authentic, and abfolutdy 
to be depended upon ; for then they muft have 
turned Chriftians. But yet they never denied^ 
what fome of our modern unbelievers feem un- 
willing to acknowlege, that Chrifl's own difd- 
pies, who had lived and converfed with him, 
had written accounts of his life, and adions, and 
difcourfes, which were received by Chriftiaos as 



* TactU Atinal. lib. xv. f Cap. xxix. xljii. Hift» Au^ 
ft. torn. I. " 
:b x\u p. 134. 
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true and authentic. The teftimony oiCelJus^ as 
was obferved before, is very foil to this purpofe. 
It cannot be expedted, that yews and heathens 
ihould acknowlegeChrift's miracles to have been 
really wrought by a divine power. But they do 
not deny, that he did, or feemed to do, wonder- 
fol works. And the way they take to account 
for them amounteth to an ackndwlegement 
of the fads. Some afcribed them to magical 
arts, as Celjus^ who faith, that on the account of 
the ftrange things he performed, ^e/us claimed 
to be regarded as a God *. Others, as Hierocles^ 
oppofed to them the wonders pretended to have 
been wrought by ApoUonius fyaneus. The 
yews afcribed the works he performed to the 
virtue of the ineffable Name, which he ftole oiit 
of the temple. And the Emperor yulian expref- 
ly acknowlegeth fome of his miraculous works, 
particularly his healing the lame and the blind, 
and cafting out devils, at the fame time that he 
affedls to fpeak of them in a very flight and di- 
minifliing manner •!•. As toChrift's having fuf- 
f cred under Pontius Pilate^ the heathehs and * 
yews were fo far from denying it, that they en- 
deavoured to turn it to the reproach of Chri- 
ftians, that they believed in, and worfliiped, one 
that had been crucified. It cannot be expedled 
indeed, that they fliould own, that he really rofe 
again from the dead on the third day, as he him- 
felf had foretold ; but they acknowlcge, that hiy 
difciples declared, that he did fo ; and profe0ed ta 

. ♦ Orig^ CQntra Cilf. lib. i. p. 7. 22. 36. t See 1)18 worfi 
ia Cjril contra Julian. lib vu p. i^i. £dit« Spanbeim. 
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have feen him, and converfed with him, after hi$ 
refurreftion. This appeareth from the teftimony 
of Celfus, at the fame time that he endeavours to 
ridiqule the account given, by the Evangelifts, of 
Chrift's Rcfurredion *• The JewSy by pre^ 
tending that the difciplesftole away the body of 
jefus, whilft the foldiers that were appointed to 
guard it flept, plainly acknowleged, that the 
body did not remain in the fepulchre where it 
had been laid after his crucifixion ; and that 
therefore he might have rifen from the dead, for 
any thing they could prove to the contrfltry. 
The early and remarkable diffufion of Chriftia- 
XntYi notwithftanding all the difficulties it had 
to encounter with, and the perfecutions to which 
the. prpfeiTors of it were expofed, is a very im-* 
pojtant fadl, and which, as the cafe was circumn 
flanged, tends very inuch to confirm the truth 
^the Gof pel-accounts. And this is very fully 
itteiled by heathen ^writers, though it. cannot 
be expeftedi that they would afcrib^ this propa-^ 
gation of Chriftianity to its* proper caufes, the 
• force of truth, and a divine power accprnpa»y- 
ingit. '. .. ^ 

Tacitus y in a paffage where he expreffeth him-^ 
felf in a manner that ihews.he was flrongly pre- 
juoiced againfl: Chrifljanity, informs ua, that there 
was, a great multitude of Chriftians at Rome kk 
]^erQ$ time, which was ia fcfs than forty yeara 
after the death ^of our Savioui:; and gives an ac-^- 
c^ut of the terrible tQrmefi$s and fu^ifidi^s. (So 

c ff Qrif,<sontxi Cejf, lib, ii- |>, 54, 96;^9yv^llb;tif, 'p/^S^ 
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which they were expofed *. Julian^ fpeaking 
of the Evangelift Jobn^ whom he r^eprefeats. as 
one of Chrift's own difciples, faith, that in his 
time a great multitude, in mod of the cities pf 
- Greece and Italy y were feized with that difeafe ; 
for fo he calls Ghriftianity } and xhzt.Johriy ob- 
fcrving this, was encouraged to afferjt, that CMrift 
was God, which none of the other Apollles had 
^ done -f*. And we learn from the younger PA>/y, 
that in the reign of Trajariyi. e, about feventy ye^rs 
after our Lord's crucifixion, the Chriftian faith 
had made fuch a progrcfs in feveral parts of the 
Roman empire, that the temples of the gods 
were almoft defolate 5 their folemn facred rites 
long negleded; imd that there were, very few 
that would buy the facrifices J. Jt cannot be 
expefled, that heathens, continuing fiich,ihoul4 
acknowlege, that the Chriftians were right m 
their notions of religion ; but the lad^mentioneid 
celebrated heathen gives a noble teftimony 'to 
tlie innocency of their lives and manaecs, awl 
that they bound themfelves by the moft facred 
engagements to the pradlice of righteoufhefsand 
virtue, and not to allow themfelves in vice and 
wickedncls, falftiood and impurity. Even O/- 
^x, than whom Ghriftianity never had a bitterer 
xnemy, owns, that there were among Chriftians 
Many temperate^ modeji^ and underjtanding per- 
fohsjl : ^nd !^ulian recommends to his heathen 
|>ontifi*^y^'i^X(the<exampleof theChriftians,.fQr 

* Tacit. Aniul. lib. xv. & See the paflige in Cjr/V, 

'lib, X, p. ^^7• t Piff. lib, X, Ep. ^97, ^ Trajan. 

i OrJif.cOfltraCIf^/Iib.j. p. 22^ * • - '" •' 
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their kindnefs and humanity to firangers ; 
and not only to thofe of their own religion, but 
to the heathens ; and for their appearing fandity 
of life; and this he fuppofes to be the chief 
caufe why Chriftianity had made fuch a pro- 
grefs *. If none but Chriftian writers had ccle- 
biited the conftancy of the antient martyrs, fome 
would have been ready to have fufpeded, that 
they feigned this to do them honour, or, at leaft, 
greatly heightened it : but it appeareth from the 
undoubted teftimonies of the above-mentioned 
^linyy oiArrian^ who flourifhed under the reign 
of Hadrian^ and of the emperor Marcus Anto^ 
ninus^ that the antient Chriftians were very re- 
markable for their fortitude, and contempt of 
torments and death, and for their inflexible firm- 
nefs and conftancy to their religion under the 
greatefl: fufFeringS'f*. 

Though therefore it were abfurd to expe<a, 
that the enemies of Chrift:ianity, continuing fuch, 
fliould diredly atteft: the truth and certainty of 
the main fafts on which the Chriftian religion is 
founded; yet we Have feveral teftimonies from, 
them, that contribute not a little to the confirma- 
tion of thofe fadls. Befidcs which, what ought 
to have great weight with us, we have the tefti- 
mony of perfons who were once Jews or 
heathens, and ftrongly prejudiced againfl: the 
Chriftian fyftem, who yet, upon the convincing 
evidence they had of thofe fadts, were themfelvcs 

* Julian, cp. xlix, ad Arlac, f Plin. ubi fupra, ^rrign* 
'£pi&* lib, iv. cap. 7. Minm Mtm^ lib, xi. 3. 
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brought over to the religion of Jefus *. Of 
fuch perfons there were great numbers even in 
the firft age, the age in which the fafts were 
done, and in which they had the beft oppor- 
tunity of inquiring into the truth and certainty of 
them. But there could not be a more remark- 
able'inftance of this kind than the AppftlePW. 
Never was there any man more ftrongly pre- 
judiced againll Chriftianity than he : which had 
carried him fo far, that he was very acflivein per- 
fecuting the profeflbrs of it, and thought that 
in doing (b he had done God good fcrvice. He 
was at the fame time a perfon of great parts and 
acutenefs, and who had a learned education ; 
yet he was brought over to the Chriftian faith 
by a divine power and evidence, which he was 
not able to refift 5 and thenceforth did more than 
any other of the Apoftlesto propagate the religion 
of Jefus 5 though thereby he not only forfeited 
all his hopes of worldly intereft and advance- 
ment, but expofed himfeif to a fuccefiion of the 
moft grievous reproaches, perfecutions, and 
fuflferbgs 5 all which he bore with an invincible 
conftancy, and even with a divine exultation and 
joy. In his admirable Epiftles, which were un- 
deniably written in the firft age of Chriftianity, 
and than which no writings can bear more un- 
contefted marks of genuine purity and integrity, 
there are continual references to the principal 
fadts recorded in the Gofpels, as of undoubted 
truth and certainty. And it manifeftly appear- 

« See Addififfi treatifc Qf the Cbrifiiao icl^ion. Sect, 
iiliv* 
_ etb. 
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cth, that great miracles were, then wrought in 
the name of Jefus ; and that extraordinary gifts 
.were poured forth upon the difciples. And why 
ihould pot his teftimony in favour of Chriftianity 
be of the greateft force ? Muft it be dil'regarded, 
-becaufe of his turning Chriftian; /. ^. becaufe he 
was fo convinced of thofe fafts by the ftrongeft 
evidence, that it over-ruled all his prgijudiees, and 
brought him over to Chriftianity, in oppofition 
;to all . his former notions, inclinations, and in- 
terefts? Whereas it is this very thing that giveth 
his te.ftii»ony a peculiar force *. And if he had 
uot tiirned Chriftian, his teftimony in favour of 
Chriftianity, if he had given any, would not 
have hadfo great weight, as being infufficicnt for 
his own conviction ; or it would have been re- 
je<9:€d as a forgery, under pretence that he could 
svot lay and believe fuch things without. embrace- 
Mg the Chriftian faith. 

. Thia very pretence has been made ufe of to 
let afide the remarkable teftimony of Joffphui. 
I&jid indeed, if that teftimony be genuine (and a 
great deal has been ftrongly urged to prove it fo, 
f^t leaft for the fubftance of it), it muft be ac- 
knowleged, that he was far from being an enenajr 
to Chriftianity, though he was perhaps too 
mutch a courtier openly to profefs it. . 

.yiaerfi is another argument, which tjie in- 
geniQUs audior of thefe Letter^ propofeth, gnd 
Hpof^ which he la^yeth no im^\ fti^fs, ^6 if it 
>y^rea demanftration againft the divine authority 

. ^ '&%to tiu6 dearly MdHToliJfy ailgiied m tXf-Getrgt LytttSon^f 
Of)fcrva<ioii8 on the Coaverlms^ AppfikQup •£ St. /\»W.« 
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of the Chriftian religion. He obferyes; that-^ 
** The writers of the Romijh religion h^ve at- 
** tempted -to (hew, that the, text of the holy 
•* writ is on many accounts infufBciqnt to be Xht 
** fole criterion of orthodoxy ; and he appro*- 
** hcnds they have (hewn it : and the writers 
^* of the reformed religion have eredted their 
*' batteries againft tradition : and that they 
*^ have jointly laid their axes to the root of 
*' Chriftianity : that men wiU be apt to fe^b 
** upon what they have advanced, tha,t,tbet€ 
*V remains at this time no ftandard at q\\ of Cbri)- 
*' jftianity : and that, by confequcnce, either this 
** religion was not originally of divine inftitutioa^ 
" or elfe God has not provided efFedually for 
*' preferving the genuine purity of it 5 and tha 
" gates of hell have adually prevailed, in con^ 
•* tradition to his promife, againft the diurch^ 
*^ He muft be worfe than an Atheift thataffirmi 
« the laft : and therefore the l^eft effedt of thii 
*^ reafoning that can be hoped for is, th^at men 
«' ftiould fall into Theifm, aad fubfcribe tb thd 

^* firfl '^' wz^ that the Chriftian religion wa$ 

pQt originally of jdivine inftitution *, HeJeenii 

I to think thi^ dilemma unanfweraible ;. «nd» iii 

order to this^ he prpnounceth on the fick c^ tho 

Homijh churchj^ tb*t their writes have fliewn^ 

that the facred text is ** infijificient to be the 

^^ fole criterion of orthodoxy i" 6r,. as he 

afterwards exprei^eth it, that^*-^^^ k hatliiiot theit 
^ authenticity, cleameifs, dud precifion^ whidi 
^ iUre nece^ary to V^abliOi k ^ aid^vioe and 4 

i^ certain 
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** certain rule of faith and pradice/' Why 

his lordfliip giveth the preference to the Ibmijh 
divines in this controverfy, is very evident. It is 
becaufe it beft anfwereth the defign he hath in 
view 5 which manifeftly is, to fubvert the credit 
and authority of the Chriftian religion, and leave 
it nothing to depend upon but th^ force of edu^ f^ 
cation^ and the civil and ecclefi^ftical poiwer. a 

It cannot be denied, that fome writers of the \ t 
Romijh church, whilft they have endeavoured to \ 
fhew, that the Scripture is infufficient to be a 
complete rule of faith and practice, have faid as 
much to expofe the facred text, as if they were 
in league with the infidels againfl it, though 
they, as well as we, profels to own its divine 
ordinal. The enemies of Chriftianity h^ve not 
failed to take advantage of this. And indeed 
there cannot be a greater abfurdity than to fup- 
pofe, that God fliould infpire men to reveal his 
will to mankind^ and to inftrud them in the 
way of falvation, and order it fo, that they 
ihould commit that revelation to writing, for the 
uie and benefit of his church ; and yet that it 
ihould be infufficient to anfwer the end, or to 
guide thofe that in the fincerity of their hearts, 
and with the attention which becometh them in 
an affair of fuch infinite importance, apply them-* 
felves to the underftanding and pradifing of it. 
^ What his lordfhip here offers, and it contains 
the fum of what has been advanced by the 

Romijh writers On this fubjeft, is this " I 

** am fure, that experience, from the firft pro- 
^ mulgation of Chriftianity to this hour, (hews 
T" ^ *^ abundantly 
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abundantly with how much c^fe and fucccfs, 
^* the moft oppofitc, the moft extravagant, nay^^ 
•^ the moft impious opinions, and the moftcon^ 
^^ tradidory faiths, may be founded on the fame 
*' text, and plaufibly defended by the fameau-» 
^* thority *." — ^This way of arguing beareth a near 
a£5nity to that which lieth at the foundation of alt 
fcepticifm 5 viz, that there is no certain criterion 
of truth, or right reafon, becaufe reafon is pre-' 
tended for the moft contradidory opinions ; and 
that it is impoffible to be certain of any things 
becaufe ^of the differences among mankind about 
every thing : that there are no certain principles 
at all even in natural religion or morality • fince 
there are hone, not even thofe relating to the 
exiftence and perfcdions of God, a Providence, 
a future ftate, the natural diflFerences of good 
and evil, but what have been controverted^ and 
that by perfons who have pretended to learning, 
to wifdom and philofophy. But the abfurdity 
of this way of arguing is very evident The 
principle is fallacious, that whatever hath been 
controverted is uncertain. As well might it be 
feid, that whatever is capable of being abufed 
is not good or ufeful. It doth not follow, that 
the Scriptures are not fufEciently clear and de- 
terminate to be a rule of faith and pradice in all 
that is eftential or neceftary to falvation, becaufe 
there have been men in every age that have in-* 
tcrpreted them in different fenfes. The plaineft 
paffages in any writings whatfoever may be per- 
verted ; nor is mens differing about the meaning 

• Vol.1, p. 179. 
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c^ the facrcd text any argument againft its cer- 
tainty or perfpicuity. Laws may be of great 
ufe»» though they do not abfolutely exclude chi- 
canery and evafion* That can never be a good 
arguQoent to prove, that (he Scriptures are not i 
rule^'tt) be depended upon^ which would equally 
^t0Ve» that no revelation that God could give 
couild poifibly be a rule of faith and pradice, or 
of any ufe to gsiide.men to truth and happinefs.) 
If -Ggd fhbiild make a revelation of his will for 
ipfti!ui(Sing mankind in what it moft nearly con- 
Qoro^th them to know, and fordirediing them 
in the. way of falvation ; the poflibility of which 
cannot :be denied by any Thcift ;..and fhould for 
thta purpofe appoint a code to be publifhed, eon^ 
t^ing dodtrin^s and laws ^ it may be juftly: 
queflioned) whether it could, pofjibly be made 
fo clear and explicit, as that all men in,a31 ages, 
fboiild agree in their fenfe of it. This conld 
hardly be expeded, except God fhould mira- 
Ciiloiifly interpoie with an irrefiftible influence^ 
to caufe them all to think the fame way, and 
gtvie: them all die fame precife ideas of thirds, 
the fame meafures of natural abilities, add 
exadly the fame, means and opportunities for 
acquired improvement, the fame fagacity, th« 
fame leifure, the fame diligence ; and except he: 
fhould exert his divine power in an extraordinarjf. 
manner for fuhduing or removing all their pr&r/ 
judices, and over- ruling their different paffions^ 
huoiooirs, inclinations, and interefls ^ and fhould' 
place them ail cxadly in the fame fituation and 

circupifbinces^ 
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ciixratriftances. And this would be by no means' 
confiftcnt with the wifdom of the divine gdveril^- 
ment, or with the nature of man, and his free- 
dom as a moral agent, and with the methods 
a;nd orders of Providence. Nor is there ahy- 
neceflity for fo extraordinary a procedure. For* 
it would be abfurd to the lafl: degree to pretend^ ^ 
that the Scripture can be of no ufe to any man^ 
except all men were to agree about it ; or that- 
if is not fuffici^ntly clear to anfwer the ^nd, if 5 
there be any perfons that pervert or abufe it. 
" Yet, after all the clamour that has been raifed* 
about differences among Chriftians as to the fenfc 
of-Scriptiirej^^re are many things of great im- 
p6rtance; • atoiit which there hath been in all 
ages* ft' very general agreement among profefled = 
Ghriflians! They are agreed^ that there -is one -^ 
66di who made heaven and earth, and all things 
which are therein : that he preferveth all thingst' 
by- the Avord of his power, and govemeth all' 
things* by his Prcividence : that he is infinitelj''' 
pibwefful, wife, and good, and is to be loved,' 
f<ifafed, adored, obeyed, above all : that as thd^e ^ 
is' one God;, fo thtre is* one Mediator between' 
Ood' and man,' *Jefus Chrift the righteouSy whomr 
he in his infinite love and mercy fent into the' 
vrorld to fave and to redeem us : that he came* 
to inftruift us by his dodrine, and bring a clear ^ 
revelation of the divine will, and to (ci before - 
us a bright and moft perfedl example for our' 
limitation 2 that he fubmitted to the moft grievous • 
iaffcrings, and to death itfelf, for our fakes/ that: 

he 
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he might obtain eternal redemption for us : that 
he rofe again from the dead, and afcended into 
heaven, and is now crowned with glory and 
honour, and ever liveth to make interceflion for 
us : that through him, and in his name, we are 
to offer up our prayers, anc^^hope for the ac- 
ceptance of our perfons and fervices : that in him 
there is a new covenant eftablifhed, and publifhed 
to the world, in which there is a free and uni- 
vcrfal offer of pardon and mercy to all the traly 
penitent, and a mofl exprefs promife of eternd 
life, as the reward of our fincere, though im- 
perfedl, obedience : that it is not enough to have 
a. bare Speculative faith, but we mufl be formed 
into an holy and godlike temper ; and, in order to 
be prepared for that future happinefs, mufl live 
foberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this prefent 
world : that there fhall be a refurredtion both 6f 
the juft and the unjuft, and a future judgment^ 
when Chrift ftiall judge the world in the Father's 
name, and give to every man according to his 
deeds ^ that the wicked fhall be doomed to the 
moil grievous punifhments, and the righteous 
ihall be unfpcakably happy to all eternity. 
Thefe are things of great confequence, and 
which have been generally acknowleged by 
Chriflians in all ages. And if there have been 
feveral things advanced by thofe that call them-** 
felves Chriftians, which are not well con fiftcnt 
with thefe generally acknowleged principles ; if 
there, have been controverfies among them abobt 
ppints 9f confiderable importance, as weij iag 
- 'many 



1 

Lord BoHngbroke'x Letters. 129 

many contentions about things of little or iio 
moment, this is no argument againft the divine 
authority or ufefulnefs of the facred writings. 
Thofe that wreft the Scriptures muft be account- 
able to him that gave them, for that perverfioa 
and abufe ; as men mud be accountable for thd 
abufe of their reafon 5 but this is far from prove- 
ing, that therefore the Scriptures anfwer no 
valuable purpofe, and could not be of a divine 
prigijiaK Still it is true, that whofoever will, 
with a teachable and attentive mind, and an up-* 
right intention to know and do the will of God, 
apply himfelf to read and confider the holy 
Scriptures, in an humble dependence on God's 
gracjbus afliflances, will find vaft advantage for 
inftruding him in the knowlege of religion, and 
engaging him to the pradtice of it, and for 
guiding him in the way of falvation. 

It appears then, that the foundation, on which 
his formidable dilemma is built, will not bear* 
There is at this time a jiandardfor Cbrijiianity j 
even the dodbrines and laws of our Saviour and 
his Apoftles, as contained in the holy Scriptures. 
It muft be and is acknowleged by all that profefi 
themfelves Chriftians, that whatever is revealed 
in thofe facred books is true and certain, and 
whatever can be fhj^vn to be contrary to what 
is there revealed is falfe. The Romanijis as well 
as Proteftahts own the divinity and authenticity 
of the facred text, though for particular views 
they would join unwritten traditions with it ; and 
are for giving the church alone the authority to 

K interprct^ 
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interpret the Scriptures. The reafon of their 
conduft is evident. It is not bccaufe they look 
upon the facred text to be fo obfcure and am- 
biguous, that it cannot be underftood by the 
people ; but becaufe they think the people, if 
left to themfelves, will underftand it fo far as to 
fee the inconfiftency there is between true primi- 
tive Chriftianity as laid down in the New 
Teftament, and the Papal fyftem, and becaufe 
their corrupt additions to Chriftianity cannot ht 
proved by Scripture* authority. 

I have already taken notice of what he faith 
concerning the fatal blow that Chriftianity re- 
ceived by the refurredlion of letters. I fuppofe 
we are to take his word as a decifive proof of 
this ; for no other proof oi it is offered. But it 
may be 'affirmed on the contrary, that true 

fmmitive Chriftianity, that is, Chriftianity aS 
aid down in the New Teftament, had then a 
glorious, revival. Many corrupt additions that 
fcad been made to it were thrown off. It hath 
never been better underftood, nor its evidences 
fet in a clearer light, than fince that time. Some 
of the moft admired names in the republic di 
letters have thought themfelyes worthily em- 
ployed in endeavouring to illuftrate -the beauties 
of Scripture, and (o clear its difficulties. It 
were eafy to ftiew, if it were not a thirigfo weB 
known as to render it needlefs, that thofe who 
Jiave done moft for the revival and fpreadiiig of 
lea riing and knowlege.in all its branches, \a»4 
who were moft celebrated for their ^nius, jticlg- 
•ment^ various reading, and probity, have been 

perfons 
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i)eribn6 that cxpreffed a great admiratioD.fbr the 
holy Scriptures^ and an hearty zeal for .Chriftia| 
liity, • 

Thus I have cbHfidered what the late Lorc^ 
BoUngbroke hath offered in thefe Letters againif: 
the authority of the holy Scripture, and the 
Cfariftian religion, as far as may be neceflary to 
take off the force of the objedions he. hatli 
raided agaiiift it, and which feem to have nothing 
ilai thcin proportioned to the unufual confidence 
iirith which they are advanced. It is hard to 
fee \^hat good end could be propofed by iuch an 
attempt; But perhaps it may be thought aii 
advantagfe^ that by—;—" difcovering error iri 
^^ firft principles founded iipon facSfe, and break- 
** ing the charmi the inchanted cafrle^ the 
*' ftecpy rocki the buirniiig lake^ will difappear*/* 
— ^And therd are perfons, no doubt, that would 
te well-pleafed to fee it proved, that Chriftianity 
is no better than'delufion and inchantment : and 
particularly that the wicked have nothing to fear 
from the Burning lake; fome appfehenfibns of 
which may probably tend to make thehi uneafy 
in their vicious cdurfes. Bat I (hould think,* that 
a trile lover of virtue, and of mankind, who' 
impartially confiders the purity of the Gofpel- 
morals, the excellent tendency of its dodrines 
and precepts, and the power of its motives for 
engaging men to the pra(5lice of piety and virtue, 
and deteirring them from vice and wickednefs, 
win be apt to look upon it as a very ill employ- 

. *^^6ce his Letter on the Ufe of Study and Retirement, 
VoL II. p. 221. 
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tnent to endeavour to cxpofc this religion to cohi 
tampt, and to fet bad men free from the whol- 
fome terrors it infpires, and deprive good men 
of the fublime hopes and facred joys it yields. 
But Chriflianity hath withflood much more 
formidable attacks ; and will, I doubt not, con- 
tinue to approve itfelf to thofe that examine it, 
and the evidences by which it is edablilhed, 
with minds free from vicious prgudiccsy and 
with that fincerity and fimplicity of heart, that 
ferioufnefs and attention, which becomes them in 
an affair of fuch vafl importance. 
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R E F L EC T I ON S 

On the Late 

Lord BoLiNGBROKE^s Letters. 



PART III. 

His hordjkifi RefleSiions upon our Civil Con-- 
ftitution^ confidered. 

I. Now come to what I propofed in the laft 
place ; ^iz. to con(ider the refledions call: 
in thefe Letters upon onr Civil Conftitution, 

If the reprefentation he makes of the flate of 
things be juft, the late Revolution was far from 
being an happy event to thefe nations. The 
confequence of it hath been to bring us to po* 
vcrty, and into the mofl imminent danger of 
Havcry, and to put us, in all refpedts, in a much 
woffe condition than we were in before. He 

finds great fault with ** the new conftitutioa 

** of the revenue that was formed foon after 
*^ the Revolution, and the method of funding 
^' that immediately took place : that the creation 
*^ of funds, and the multiplication of taxes^ has 
** increafed yearly the power of the crown ; and 
^^ that, this has brought, and mud bring, our 
^* liberties^ by a natural and necefiary progrcffion^ 
5^ into' more real^ though lefs apparent danger, 

IV J , " than 
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5* than they were in before the Revolution.'*—^ 
He jiocs on to obfervc, that—" a free people 
^* Ihoal J not truft the fole management of fo 
*' grciit a revenue, and the fole nomination of 
*? che legions of officers employed in it, ta theif 

^ chief magiftrate." And he propofes, that it 

would be proper " to take this power and in- 

**• riuence from the prince, or to (hare it with 
" him:" -That '* national corruption is the 
" natural and neceflkry confequence of invcft- 
t* ing the crown wich the management of fd 
*' great a revenue ; and that the lots of liberty 
^^ IS die natural and neceiiary confequence of 
*^ rutiond coriuption */' — I leave it to thofe 
who uiiderftarid this matter better, to debate 
abcat rbe method of fundings as he calls it* lb 
gcifCFal, it may be laid, that the creating public 
luiids, as a foundation for public cr^it, may 
be of great advantage when kept widiin proper 
bounds, though this, as every thing elfe, is ca- 
pable of being abufed. And the vaft national 
debt that hath been incurred is not properly to be 
cnargcd upon this, but chiefly upon the neoeffity 
of lu^ porting expenfive wars, fbme of which 
he himieit owns co have been unavoidable. But 
that on which he appeareth to lay the greateft 
itrcfs feems to proceed upon a wrong foundation s 
viz. Thai the king, by the new conftitution ot 
the revenue that was formed foon after the Re- 
vuiution, has the fole management of the rerenae, 
anu ihe public money, in his hands. The very 
Feverfe of this is true. Before the Revolution the 
king might be faid t6 have the fole management 
' • Vol. 1. p. 4j, 46, 47, 48. • * - - -^ • 



Lord Bolingbroke V Letters. 135 

of the revenue. The whole income of the ftate, 
as Bifliop Burnet juftly obferves, was in the 
power ot the crown, and was called the revenue 
of the crown 5 and there was no diftindion of 
what was to be allotted for the king's ufe, and 
what for the fervice of the public ; by which 
means the application of the public money was 
in the difpolal of the court, and the king had 
an opportunity of referving what he pleafed for 
his own defigns. But after the Revolution, for 
preventing the niifapplication of the public 
money, it was judged a wife meafure to allot a 
feparate income for the king's ^xpences and 
houfliold, called the civil lift, and to put the 
reft of the public revenue intirely under the 
command ot the parliaments And this is the 
pefent conftitution of the revenue. The par-r 
liament, /• e. the people by their reprefentatives, 
difpofe of the public money as they think proper : 
they afiign and appoint the ufes and fcr vices to 
which it (hall be applied : an account of which 
in every feflion is conftantly fubmitted to par^. 
Jiament, before any farther fupplies are granted. 
It is certain therefore, that, by the new conltitutiori 
at the Revolution, the public money is not left 
folely to the difcretionary management of the 
crown. The produce of the taxes, and all th? 
public revenue, is appropriated and difpofqd of 
DY parliament. The king's minifters are ac-^ 
Cflun table for the management of it 5 and fo ^x^ 
all the officers he employs. Though therefore 
h? hath the nomination of the officers 5 yet 
i^fe officers are under the controyil of the people^ 
^ha ti^'eir repref^ntatives"; nor is it iii the power 
^ K 4 . of 
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of the crown to fcrcen them from an inquiry, 
or from punifliment, if they abufe that truft, 
and embezzle or mifapply the public money. 
And what could a free people defire more ? 
What more wife or reafonable conftitution could 
have been eftablilhed ? If, as he infinuates, the 
parliament, or the people, will fuffer themfelves 
to be corrupted, if they will not exercife the 
power they nave of infped:ing the management 
of the public money, and calling the officers to 
an account, upon what is this to be charged ) 
Not on the conftitution, but on the corruption of 
mankind. And this is capable of abu(ing and 
perverting the beft conftitution in the world. 
But he would have the people take the nomina- 
tion of officers from the prince, or at leaft fhare; 
it with him ; fincc, as he fays, the public revenue 
by this conftitution is not his revenue, nor the 
public expencc his expence. So that all he feems 
to allow tne king is, to keep a magnificent court, 
' to live in fplendor, upon what he calls the 
fatary fettled upon him ; but he is, in efFedt, for 
taking the executive power out of his hands. 
And I fhall leave it to the confideration of thofe 
that are fkilled in thefe matters, whether this 
would not be a changing our antient Britifb 
conftitution, and a reducing the power of the 
crown into fuch bounds, as would dcftroy the 
balance fo wifely appointed between the feveral 
powers legiflative and executive ; efpecially con- 
iidering in how many inftances the power and 
prerogatives of the crown have been weakened, 
«nd the yaft acceffion that has been made to the 

powqf 
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power of the commons, as his lordfhip has more 
than once obferved, fince the reign of Henry 
the feventh, and particularly fince the Revolution. 
I (hall on this occafion infert fome other 
paflages of this author, in which he makes a 
very difadvantageous reprefentation of theconfe- 
quences of the Revolution, and of the prefent 
ftate of thefe nations. In his eighth Letter on the 
Ufc and Study of Hiftory, which is the firft of 
the fecond volume, he faith, that— ^^ in the 
*' adminiftration that preceded the Revolution^ 
^ trade had flouriflied, and our nation had grown 
*^ opulent : but the general intereft of Europe 
*^ had been too much neglefted by us ; and 
^' flavery, under the umbrage of prerogative, had 
^' been well nigh eftablifbed among us. In thofc 
** that have followed, taxes upon taxes, and 
** debts upon debts, have been perpetually ac- 
«^ cumulated, till a fmall number of families 
^* have grown into immenfe wealth, and national 
** beggary has been brought upon us—The 
•^ reign of prerogative was fhort ; and the evil* 
«* and dangers to which we were expofcd by it 
" ended with it : but the reign ot falfe and 
*' fquandering policy has lafted long; it lafti 
" ftill J and will finally complete our ruiri. Beg- 
** gary has been the confequcnce of flavery ini 
" fome countries : flavery will probably be the 
^* confequence of beggary in ours : and if it i$ 
«* fo, we know at whole door to lay it ♦."—And 

again, he fays, that *^ the rage of warring 

^^ confirmed the beggary of our nation^ which 
♦ VobH. p. ii4> ujt 

V begaa 



138 Refiedions on the Late : 

•* began as early as the Revolution *."r— And 
itfterwards, that — " the whole conftitution of 
^* our country, and even the chara(3:cr of our 
** nation, has been altered. That the men called 
*' Whigs have made a worfe ufe of long v^rars, 
*^ and new fyftems of revenues, fince the Revo* 
•' lution, than the men called Tories made be* 
** fore it of long peace, and flale iprerogativc •f/* 
^ - "^In the ^ntike Letter he drawetn a comparifon 
between the ilate and temper of the nation after 
the Reftoration, and that^iince the Revolution ^ 
and gives the preference greatly to the former, 

He obferves, that ** fince the Revolution our 

^' kings have been reduced indeed to a feeming 
^^ annual dependence on parliament ^ but the 
^^ bufinels of parliament, which was efteemed 
*• in general a duty before, has been exercifed 
<?'P general as a trade — ^Few know, and fcarce 
IV: any refpe(5^, the Bntijb conftitution. That of 
•^ the church has been long derided, that of the 
^^ ftate as Ipng.negl^iSedil and both have been 
♦^ Jeft at the mercy of the men in power, who* 

y fqever they were That the church, at leaft 

*• th^. hierarchy, however facred its origin, is 
V becprne an ufclefs burden on the ftat^: and 
f * the ftate is becopie, under antient forms, a 
f new and undefinable monfter, compofed pf a 
•/ .king without ryjpparchical fplendor, a fenata 
^^. pf.fiables witliom ariftocratical independency, 
•^ a^idji fenate of ^commons without deroocrati*!* 
y cal fi^edom* .Ttf? very idea? of wit, and: all 
^Vthat can be 9aUe{l>taile, has been lo^ among 
♦ Vol. II. p. 167, t fi>td. p. 572^ iz3i* ; 
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^^ the great : arts and fciences are fcarce alive $ 
*^ luxury has heen increafed, but not refined? 
f^ corruption has been. eftablUhed, and il 
f* avowed*.'* 

J think a more odious lepre&ntation could 
icarce be made of the ftate of things under tho 
prefent eftablifhment ; and that by one wfad 
makes frequent and Arong profeflions of his lom 
to his country, and concern for its welfare^ And 
as this feems to be calculated to infkme the 
people, fo his lordfhip takes care to let them 
know their power in fudb a cafe. For after 
leaving obferved, that the king, in fuch a con« 
ftitution as ours, is but Uta^ Jirjl fervant of tlm 
people y he plainly declares, that the people not 
ionly have a right to complain, reprefent, aqd pe* 
tition, but have a right of refiftance^ not mereljr 
(0 the king, or to part of the legiflature^ but t» 
^e whole le^llative power, the king and par*^ 
liamcnt together—" For fure, faith he, there 
^* cannot be a greater abfurdity, than to affirm, 
^* that the people have a remedy in refiftance, 
^* when their prince attempts to enllave them j 
^^ but that they have none, wheti their reptefen-i 
'^ tatives fell themfelves and them 'f*/''-T*-H« 
:^ther obfcrves, that — -" in free governments 
'* like ours the care of the ftate is the care of 
^ multitudes; and that even thofe whom the 
^* prince appoints are not ohly anfwerable to him, 
f* but like him, and before- him, to the nation,. 
*? for their behaviour in their feveral poftsJ[/'*-^^ 

• ♦Vol. H: p. r73> ^74^ rjS^ t VoM. p. 192, igj: 
I Ibid. p. 194. " ^, 
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The manner of cxpreffion here is remarkable— ii* 
¥ Thafc whom the prince appoints are anfwcr- 
t^. able, like him, to the nation for their be- 
•* haviour in their fcveral pofts."-— -Where he 
plainly intimates, that not only is the king ac- 
countable by his officers and minifters, but the 
king himfelf, as well as his officers, and di- 
ftindly from them, is accountable to the nation- 
for his behaviour in his pcft. I {hall not at 
prefent enter into the debate, whether thefe 
principles are well-founded or not. But therei. 
arc two or three obfervations that naturally offer 
themfelves on this occalion. One is, that thi& 
was not the dodrine encouraged at the latter end 
of Queen Anne\ reign, when the bte lord, 
Bolingbroke had fo great a fhare in the adm^ni*^ 
firation, and when it was fo much the faihion 
lor run down thofe who expreffed a zeal for the 
principles on which the late Revolution was 
founded, as men of republican and antimonar^ 
^hical principles. Another reflection is this, 
^t it is hard to fee with what confiftency he 
could, as he does in his fecond Letter, brand 
the refiflance of the parliament to the king in 
1641. with the name of Rebelliony at the fame 

time that he owns " it was not without reafoiv 

^ on account of liberty */ He not only aflerts 

a right in the people to refifl the king, but to 
Kcfifl the whole Icgiflature, the king and par- 
liament together, and to call the king himfelf^ 
as well as his officers, to an account for his be- 
haviour in his poft, as being [^ the firfl fervant 

♦ Vol. L p. 44» 
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**' of the people 5''-^ which' is carrying it farther 
than many of thofe did that were concerned in 
tarrying on the war againff the king^ and was 
the very principle on which the high-conimii!iohr 
court was founded/ But the nioft important rev 
fleAion is^ that if We compare this with fooM 
other parts of his Letters, he ieems to polctt at 
the prefent as a proper time for the people to. 
exert the powers he inyefla them with : for he 
exprefly declareth, that our liberties are- now in 
more real danger than they were in before the 
Revolution; and yet, at that time^ they were ill 
fuch danger, by his own acknowlegement, as 
— " rendered a Revolution neceflary iand prafli- 
•* cable/'— ^He avers, that national corruption^ 
ivhich he niakes the neceiflary confeqiience of 
invefting the crown with the nomination of the 
officers employed in managing the revenue, is 
become univer&l ; and that the lofs of liberty is 
the natural and neceffary confequence of nktional 
corruption : that the church is become an ufekis 
burden on the ftate, and the ftate is become a 
new and undefinable monfter : and that the 
bufinefs of parliament has £nce the. revolution 
' been exercifed in general as a trade } i. e. they 
have been willing, as he elfewhere expreffes it 

« ^* to fell themfelves, and the people/*— r- If 

this be the cafe, it is high time, upon his prin* 
ciples, for the people to exert themfelves, and 
abfolutely to new-mold the conftitution, and 
not only to complain, reprefent, and petition, 
iiut to make ufe of force to this purpofe, ag^inft 

the 
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tibeking, and tbe parliament too^ if they flumldl 
opppfe them. 

It k not my deiiga to ehter upon a labonoui 
vindication of our prefent cx>nftitutidn and go4 
vetnment againft mefe repreientation$^ whidi 
appear to be highly exaggerated, and betray inoftf 
of fptoen and discontent, than of a true! patriot 
ipirit, or generous concern for the public^ li^ 
any man (hould with modefty and candor ptiini 
to vAxit he thought amifs in the conftitudon ^ 
adminiftratkxi, and propofe what appeared td 
bim the propereft remedies^ it would defervd 
regard, as proceeding itom an honeft maX for 
the true intereft of his country. But fiich 
general odious refledbns, which plainly di£bov^ 
a difpofition to find fitult^ and give the moSi 
malicious turn to every diing, feem not fo mucli 
intended for correding and re&ifying abufes, as 
for inflaming the paflions of the people. The 
natund.: tendency of foch reprefentations is, if 
not to excite infurrciftions, yet at leaft to weaken 
the government, and expofe it to contempt, and 
to deprive it of all fupport in the afFedions of 
the people. For who that believes thefe reprc-s 
fentations to be juft^ can have any zeal for fuch . 
an eftablifhment, or think it worth contending 
for ? Since whatever chajige (hould happen, there 
may poflibly be a better, but can hardly be a 
worfe^ But let it be remembred, that the fame 
perfon who gives this difadvantageous idea of the 
prefent ftate of our conflitution, h^th alfo 
thought proper to make a very difadvantageous 
feprefentation of Chriftianity itfelf. The fame 

perfoa 
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pcrfon who pronounceth, that our liberties have 
been more endangered than ever fincc the Revo- 
lution, hath alfo taken upon him to affirm, that 
Chriftianity hath been decaying ever fince the 
rcfurreftion of letters. One would think, ac- 
cording to his reprcfentation, that ever fince the 
Revolution, which he in efFed makes the xrz of 
beggary, corruption, and flavery, we were be- 
come a moft miferable people. And yet certairt 
it is, that fince that time the national profperity 
and glory have been raifed to the greateft height, 
beyond the example of former ages. Never ia 
any period of the Englijh hiftory had we fo long 
togedier times of greater felicity, or fo full art 
enjoyment of our liberties civil and religious, 
fuch affluence and opulence, arid fuch an abun- 
dance of every thing that can contribute to maka 
a nation happy. If this profperity and affluence 
hath produced luxury, which is the too ufual 
effect of it, and the liberty we have enjoyed 
hath given occafion to aboundlefs licentioufnefs^ 
it would be wrong to lay the fault upon the ad- 
vantages themfelves, rather than upon our own 
ungrateful abufe of them. If, as his lordfhip 
affirms, we are fallen into a great degeneracy of 
tafte, as well as diffolutenefs of mariners, I can- 
not think it the propcrefl way to retrieve our 
tafte, to exprefs fuch an extreme contempt, as he 
frequently doth, of thofe.that devote themfelves 
to the purfuits'of learning: nor is it likely to 
toend our morals, to take pains to fet the people 
loofc from the obligations of Chriftianity, bv 
utteriipting to weaken or dcftroy the evidences 

of 
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of its divine authority. It is a much better way 
to promote the national happinefs, to endeavour 
to revive the true Chriftian fpirit, and a ftrong 
fenfe of religion, on the minds of men ; and to 
put the people upon improving the advantages 
^ey enjoy, inftead of fomenting their difcon-^ 
tents, and keeping up that fpirit of party, which 
hath done fo much mifchief among us> and 
hath greatly contributed to deprave our tafte, 
and our morals too. And, fureiy, any one^ 
that hath a juft concern for our civil liberties 
and privileges, or for our holy religion, and the 
liberty of profeffing it in its purity, and for the 
facred rights of confcience, ought to fet a value 
-on an eftablifhment, in which thefe rights are 
jpreferved to us to a degree that is not to be pa- 
ralleled in any other nation. 

If t^jere be an huge national debt upon us, if, 
as he dpmplains, taxes upon taxes, debts upon 
debts, ^ave been accumulated, it would be great 
injuftice to charge this upon the Revolution, and 
the fettlement confequent upon it. This indeed 
hath'' been often done by the enemies of our 
prefent eftablifhment, with the worft of views. 
But the principles laid down by the admired 
author or thefe Letters, and the concefSons he 
himfelf hath made, will help to take off the 
force of this charge, and (hew it not to be welU 
founded. 

In his fixth Letter he has fome good ohfcrv^- 

tions on the notion of a balance of power in 

Europe y on the equal poife of which the fafety 

and tranquillity of the whole muft depend .: and 

I that 
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liiat— ^^ to hinder it from bebg deftroyed by 
^^ preventing too much power from falling inta 
*^ one fcale, has been the principle of all the 
^ wife counfels of 'Bur ope ^ relatively to France^ 
^^ and the houfe of Auftria^ for thefe two cen^ 

^^ turies part, and fubfifts at this hour *." An4 

in his feventh Letter, in which he gives a fketch 
of the ftate and hiftory of Europe^ from the 
Pyrenean treaty in 1659. to the year 1688. hA 
gives a clear and elegant account of the at* 
tempts made by France towards an univerfal 
monarchy, and of the feveral fteps by which 
they arrived to fuch an exorbitant power j and! 
that — *^ an oppofition to the growing power 
*^ of France has been the principal affair oi 
** Europe^ during the greateft part of this pe* 

** riod/' And in the fame letter he acknow-^ 

legeth, that — *' England was fatally engaged 
** to ad: a part in the confpiracy againft the 
^ peace and liberty of Europe \ nay, againft her 
** own peace, and her own liberty : for a bub* 
** bie's part it was, equally wicked and impo* 
*' litic.*' — And he exprefly declares concern* 

ing /King Charles the fecond, that " he 

** thought it neceffary to abet the defigns kA 
** France on the continent, that France might 
*^ abet his defigns in his own kingdom ; which 
^* were, to favour popery, and make himfelf 
** abfolute at home. This (he fays) he could 
** prove, if he were at liberty to produce the 
** private relations he had read formerly drawQ 
!* up, by thofe who were bo enemies to fuch 
♦ Voli If p» 2JI, 232* 

I* ** defigns^ 
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** defigns, and on the authority of thofe who 

** were parties to them."- He adds, that 

** whatever King Charles the fecond intended, 
*^ certain it is, that his condudt eftablifhed 

*^ the fuperiority of France in Europe ^." 

And afterwards, he again fpeaks of— ^' the 

** falfe notions and iniquity of the counfels of 
** England J as what, among other caufes, not 
'* only hindered the growth of the French power 
<^ from being flopped in time, but nurfed it Up 
** into a ftrength almoft infuperable by any future 
*^ confederacy §." And in his eighth Letter he 
faith, that — *' the court of England had fub- 
" mitted to abet the ufurpations of France j 
" and the king oi England had ftooped to be 
*' her penfioncr:'* and that, — — " after 

*' the elevation of the prince of Orange to the 
^* throne of England^ the nation engaged with 
** all imaginable zeal, in the common caufe of 

V Europe^ to reduce the exorbitant power of 
^^ France^ tq prevent her future, and to revenge 

** her paft attempts :" and that ^ — '« diffi- 

^•' cult as it was, we were obliged on every ac^ 
" count, and, by reafons of all kinds, to en- 
" gage in it:'' — though he blames them for 
hot doing it with more order and oeconomy f|. 

Before I proceed farther, it may be proper to 
make fome refled:ions. It appeareth then, by 
his own acknowlegement, that it was abfolutely 
neceffary, for the fafety of Europe in general, 
and our own in particular, to oppofe the grow- 

♦ Vol. T. p. 282. 284, 285. § lb. p. 298- II Vol n. 
p. 3> 4. I©. 
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ihg power of France ; that yet E?2^/i7rjJ, In the 
teign of King Charles the fecond^ inftead of 
checking that poWer^ abetted it j nnd adtcd in 
ft fatal confpiracy againfi the peace and liberty 
t)f Eurdpe 5 nay^ againft her oWn peacf^, and hef 
owii liberty 1 arid thdt this co;idu6t eftabliflled 
the fuperidrity Of France in Europe \ and not 
only hindered the growth of the French pdWer 
from being flopped in time, but nurfed it uti 
into a ftrength almoft infuperable by any fututd 
confederacy* He alfo acknowlegeth, that, after 
the Revolution, the nation engaged with ^edl ttJ 
l^uce the exorbitant power of , France ; and 
that we Were obliged to do it on every account^ 
and by all manner of reafons. Upon this view 
cf things, it appears, that the condu(9t of Eng^ 
iands before the Revolution, was, as he calls it^ 
Jwicked and impolitic 5 and that, after the Revo- 
lution, under King William y it was wife and 
glorious : that the war England then enter'd 
into, to put a flop to the growth of the French 
power^ was abfolutely neceffary for our own li-*- 
i)erty and fafety^ as Well as that of Europe: 
and that what made this war neceffary, was the 
Wretched condud: oiEn^land^ befofe the Revolu- 
tionj in abetting the French power, and eftabliftl- 
ing their fuperiority in Eii,ropey whereby it was 
rartied to an height almoMnfuperable. I think 
therefore it manifeftly foUoweth, that whatever 
expences were caufed by the war^ are properly 
xhargeabk, not on the Revolution j but on the 
tnanagement in the times preceding it } which 
brought the nation under a neceflity of en- 
- • . L 2 tering 
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tering into a moft hazardous and expenfive war 
for defending their own liberty and fitfety: and 
ihis war it was which brought on their debts^ 
and their taxes. He indeed blameth the want 
of oeconomy : and it is very eafy^ in thi$ and 
many other cafes, for thofe that cqnae after, to 
fee where affairs might poffibly have been bet- 
^r conducted, and tp point to errors and defers 
in, management, which perhaps the wifeft pcr- 
fons were not fenfible of at the time. But what- 
ever there is in this charge, it is wrong to lay it^ 
where he feems willing intirely to lay it, on the 
tnen called Whigs. It was partly owing to acci- 
dents, which could not well be prevented, and 
partly to the applotting infufficient funds ; which 
is faid to have been principally owing not to 
King William and his friends, but to the manage* 
ment of thofe that oppofed his adminiftration, 
and endeavoured to clog the war, and diflreis 
the government. But let the oeconomy have 
been never fo good, an increafe of taxes and 
debts could fcarce poflibly have beea avoided. 
As to the war which we entered into under 

Qjieen Anney he faith, that *^ it muft be 

^^ confefled, that the war was unavoidable, for 
" the immediate fecuring of commerce^ and of 
^* barriers, for the preventing an union of the 
^ two monarchies of France and Spain in any 
*• future time, and the prefervation of a certain 
^^ degree, at leaft, of equality, in the feale of 

** power*/' And again, that ^* the war 

V* was wife and jufl till 1706. becaufe neceflary 
♦ VolrIL p. 39» 
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•* to maintain diat equality among the powers of 
** Eunpe^ on which the public peace and conai- 
•* mon profperity depends */' Wc have then 
his own acknowlegemeht, that the war carried 
on againft France in King William'% time, and 
in Queen Anne% till the year ijo6. i. e. tilf 
the latter end of that year, was unavoidable, 
and neceflary for our own liberty, peace, and 
fafety; and, confequently, whatever debts were 
contradted, and taxes laid on, in that time, and 
in confequence of that war, ought not to be 
turned to the prejudice of the adminiftration. 

He aflerts indeed, that the war was unwifc 
and unjuft, after the year 1706. bccaufe France 
was then reduced, and all the ends of the war> 
and of the grand alliance, might have been thea 

obtained by a peace 5 and that " thenceforthT 

" it became a war of paffion, of ambition, of 
" avarice, and private intereft, to which Ac 
^* general intereft of Europe was facrificed §." 

Let us examine this a little by his own prin- 
ciples and conceftions. 

He acknowlegeth, that — *^ one of the prin- 
^^ cipal ends propofed by the war, was, to ob- ' 
^' tain an efFeftual fecurity againft the contingent 
** union of the two crowns of France and 
*^ iS/^^/^^IJ."— And, indeed, the preventing that 
union is exprefly mentioned as one main article 
of the grand alliance. And he himfelf owns, 
that ' *^ the fetting an Aujirian prince upon 
" the Spanijh throne, was, no doubt, the fureft 
** expedient to prevent an union of the two mon- 

♦ Vol. 11. p. 68. % lb. p. sZf I Il>. p. 53. 
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*^ archies oi France and Spain ||/' And again ^ 

he faith, that ^^ he who tranfports himfel^ 

^' back to that time (fpe^king of the time;Of the 
•' beginning qf the war) muft acknpwlege, that 
^' the confederated powers in gepigral could nfit 

V but be of Gqrtlfs mind, that 

f f ' .... ■ an Auftrian prince alone 
. ** hfit to nod ufon the Spanifh throne^, . 

^^ And that they could not but think it more 
■^ agreeable to the intereft of Europe^ that a 

V branch of Aujiria^ than a brfincb of Bour- 
*5 i?on^ fhould gather the Spanijh fucceffionv 
** and that the maritime powers might think; 
^? this to be more for their particular intereft -f*/'. 
r— Thpugh, therefore, as he often urges, and 
feems to lay a mighty ftrefs upon it, the reftitu- 
tion of the whole Spanijk monarchy tp the emper 
ror was not exprefly ftip'jUued in the grand al- 
liance, the reafon of it could not be what he is 

pkafed to allege *' becaufe the allies, in, 

^^ the wifdoin pf their counfels, faw, that the li- 

V berties of Europe would be in no danger, ifi 
*i Spain and. the Indies were left in jhe hands- 
" of a prince of the houfe of Bourbcn §," For* 
I believe there were few at that tirrie, who were* 
j;eally epemjes to France^ that did or could fup-- 

{)pfe this. On the contrary, fince the grand al-, 
jancc, by his own acknpwlegement, was princi- 
pally (^efijned to prevent the union of the two. 
monarchies of France and Spain \ and fince he^ 

\ Y^' H? 8- ?4- t ^^! P- 74- 76t . § H?- P- f6, 47- 
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liiinfelf alfo confefles, that the fureft expedient 
tx) prevent that union v/as, undoubtedly, to fet 
a prince of the houfe of Auftria on the Spa^ 
nijh throne ; and that the confederate powers 
were, at the beginning of the war, and could 
not but be, of opinion, that it was more agree- 
able to the intereft of Europe in general, and 
of the maritime powers in particular, that a 
branch of the houfe of Aujiria, than a 
branch of Bourbon^ fhould gather the Spanip 
fucceflion ; it may be fairly concluded, that 
this was what they had all along in view from 
the beginning of the war, if they could be able 

to accompli(h it. He obferves, that *^ the 

*^ councils in England and Holland preferred 
*^ very wifely, by their engagements in the 
" grand alliance, what was more praflicable, 
*^ tho' lefs eligible, to what they deemed more 
** eligible, but faw become, by the courfe 
*' of events, abfolutely impracticable, or too 

*' difficult *." — Here he plainly intimates, 

that the wife councilsvin England and Holland y 
at the beginning of the war, judged it would 
be more eligible, if it were practicable, to wreft 
the Spanijh monarchy out of the hands of a 
prince of the houfe of Bourbon 5 and that the 
only reafon why they did not exprefly bind 
themfelves to it in the grand alliance, was, their 
judging it not practicable, or too difficult. Yet 
it is plain they refolved to try what they could 
do to effedt it. And they themfelves, who beft 
knew tJieir own meaning, immediately attempted 
* V0I.U. p. 78. - .• • 
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it, as foon as ever they had an opportunity for 
it, as he owns *. He treats this, indeed, as a 
departing from the principles of the grand alii-* 
ance J but the contrary, I think, now plainly 
appears from his own conccflions. When there-' 
fore, in the courfe of the wari the furprifing 
fuccefs they met with, even in &pain itfclf, gavc^ 
them reafon to believe they fhould be able to 
cfFed: it, it would be abfurd to imagine they 
would not be for pufhing their advantage, and 
making ufe of that which they judged, and he ac-* 
knowlegeth, to be undoubtedly the fureft expe- 
dient for preventing that union of the two crowns 
which they fo much dreaded. It would be no 
proof of the wifdom of their councils, if they 
did not prefer what was in itfelf, and what ap- 
peared to them, more eligible^ and which now, 
they had reafop to thipk, was become praiiica^ 

ble. He owns, that, " in 1706, the con-^ 

^* federate arms were fuperior in Spaitij and fe^ 
^' veral provinces acknowleged Charles the third ; 
*' and that the Spanijh dominions in Italy were 

^^ in their power when they pleafed §.' ■ Now, 

I think, wnp?ver confiders this, and that Francey 

as he avers, ^^ had not oiiiy been defeated opj 

<^ every fide, but the inward ftate of that kingn 
♦^ dorri was already more exhaufted than ever it 
^^ had been," will eafily fee, that there were* 
then very fair profpecSs of fettling a prince of 
the; honfe of Auftria pn the Spaniflj throne, and 
thereby taking the moft eifedtual expedient to 
prevent an union of the two crowns of France 
f Vol. JL p. 70. § IbiJ. p. 80. 
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and Spain. And I dare appeal to any man, 
whether, to have quitted it at that time, and in 
thofe circumilances, and to have accepted a par<^ 
tition of the Spanifh monarchy, ftill leaving 
Spain and the Indies in the hands of the houie 
of Bourbon^ would not have been the moft un- 
accountable condu<3: in the world, contrary to 
all the rules of good policy : except they had 
the gift of prophecy, and could have forefeen 
what afterwards happened. And it is very pro- 
bable, that fome of thofe men, who were after- 
wards loudeft in their clamours againft the then 
miniffay, for not having made a peace with 
France upon the terms propofcd by her in iyo6. 
would have been equally loud in their clamours 
againft them, if they had made it, and would 
jiot have failed to charge them with having 
betra3r'd the interefts of Great Britain and 
Eurcpey and given up the Spanijh monarchy to 
France^ when there was fo great a probability 
of wrefting it out of their hands. How could 
any miniftry have anfwer'd giving up again what 
they had already conqucr'd in Spainy when they 
had fo fair a profpeft of obtaining the whole ? 
pr how would they have dared to do it, when, by 
his own confeffion, the parliament had made an 
fxprefs declaration againft making peace, while 
Spain and the Indies were in the hands of the 
houfe of Bourbon ? Upon the whole, the mat- 
tier may be brought to this fhort iflue : He 
owns, that, from the beginning, the powers 
that formed the grand alliance, would have 
thought it inore eligible to fix an Aujlrian prince 
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on the throne of Spain^ if they had judged it 
pra<3:icable : and that this was really the beft and 
fureft expedient to prevent an union of the twa 
crowns of France and Spain ; to prevent which 
was the principal object: of the grand alliance* 
When, tlierefore, in the courfe of the war, by 
their extraordinary fucceflbs, they had reafon ta 
think this pradticable, as undoubtedly they did 
in 1706. it would have been acting a ftr^nge part, 
to have given up thefe profpedls for any offers 
France could then make, with a refervation of 
Spain and the Indies to the houfe of Bourbon. 

The fame way of reafoning will juftify the 
not hearkening to the terms propofed by France 

in 1705>. He acknowleges, that ^^ before the 

*' year 1710. the war was kept alive with alter- 
** natefuccefsin Spain \ audit maybe faid there- 
^^ fore, that the defign of conquering this kingdom 
" continued:, as well as the hopes of fucceed^ 

*' ing*/' And fince, even till the year 1710. 

there was hope of fucceeding in Spain ^ it was 
right to continue the war till that time, and not 
to hearkea to any terms, that (hould leave the 
hoxife,. of Bourbon in pofTeffion of Spain and the 
Indies^ efpecially, confidering the great fucceffes 
of the allies in the Ne f be r lands fince 1706. 
which gave ground to think, that France would 
be under a necefTity of coming into the terms 
infifled on by the allies. He endeavoureth, in- 
deed, to depreciate thofe fucceffes. He obferves, 

that ^' a deluge of blood was fpilt to dif- 

*' lodge the Frejich^ fpr wc did no more, at 

^ Vol. U. p. ^%. 

^^ Malplaquet. 
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f* Malplaquet'f*' But this diflodgment, con- 
fidering the difficulties that were furmounted, fa 
^fFedtually intimidated the French^ that they: 
4urft no more look the army of the allies ia 
the face, and fuiFer'd them to take the impor^ 
tant town of Mons in their fight, foon after, 
V^ithout offering to relieve it. But, I fuppofc, 
tjie taking of that city muft alfo pafs for no 
more than a diflodging the French from it.: 
fie exprefly affirms, that there were but three 
towns taken iq the year 1710.II. jiire^ Be-^ 
tbune^ and 5/. Venant^ and intirely drops 
Douay^ the moft important conqueft of that 
campjaign ^ and which was of fuch confequence 
tp France, that, in all propofals about yielding 
places to the allies for a barrier, Douay was ftill 
excepted. It can hardly be fuppofed, that his 
lordftiip had forgotten that fuch a place as 
Douay was taken that gampaiign, when he fo di- 
flincSly remembred Aire^ BethunCy and St. 
Venanty places much more inconfiderable ; but 
Ijie judged it to his purpofe not to mention it. 

The principal defign of the long Letter which 
is the eighth on the wit and ftudy of hiftory, 
and the firft in the fecond volume, appears; 
plainly to be to vindicate the condud; of the mi-^ 
ijiftry that made the peace of Utrecht. This is 
not to be wonder d at, confidering the great hand 
\\\% lordfljip had ivy carrying on and concluding 
that treaty. And if he had contented himfelf 
with reprefenting the reafons the miniftry had 
for that meafure, nobody would have binned 
f yol,II.p, i47t I Il^tp. 103- 
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him 5 fince it is natural for every man to endea-r 
Tour to clear his own reputation and manage^ 
ment. But it can fcarce efcape the obfcrvatiOTt 
of the commoneft reader, that he fecms to baVe 
given himfelf up to refentment and prejudice* 
A great part of this Letter is written with the 
jftile and fpirit of a party-pamphlet : nor is therct 
Itouch in it that had not been urged, and replied 
to, in the pamphlets of that time, which Were 
written with too niuch heat and paffion on boA 
fides. And I am forry to find, that his lord- 
Aip, after fo many years, had not fuffered Ins 
fpirk and refentments to cool, but ftill preferved 
tiie rage of that party-fpirir, which had fo much 
prevailed through the nation during the time that 
he was in the adminiftration. 

Whole pages might be filled with the in- 
veiflives which he has poured forth agaihft the 
Whigs, and thofe that oppofed the meafures 
which were carrying on in the latter end of 
Queen Anne's reign. He reprefcnts them, as 
having facrificed the wealth of their oountiy to 
the interefts of foreigners ^ and avers, that -all 
their oppofition to the peace was laid in injuftice 
and folly 3 and that, if their fecret defigns and 
intrigues were laid open, the moft cohfufed 
fcene of iniquity and folly that k is poflSble to 
imagine, would appear; and that it would fhock 
the eye of every honeft man. He chargeth 
them with being engaged in a league with fo* 
rcigners againft their country, and their Queen j 
and with a phrenfy more unaccountable, and 
not much lefs criminajii than that which made 
f and 
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jirid maintained the folemn league and covenant 
formerly: that they were guilty, during the 
Queen*s life, of real treafons, and might, if flie . 
had lived a little longer, have broken out into 
open rebellion. Nor is he much lefs free in 
his invedtives againfl: the Duuk He repre* 
fenteth the chief men that governed in Holland 
as neither wife nor honeft ; and chargeth them, 
as he doth the Whigs, with phrcnfy : that the 
prudent and fobcr ftates continued to axS like 
froward children, or like men drunk with re- 
fentment and paflion 5 and that a fpirit of fa6tion 
and private intereft prevailed among them over 
reafon of ftate. And he declares his aftonifh- 
ment at their arrogance, in prefuming to exclairii 
againft a Queen of Great Britain for the orders 
given to her general, not to join in any ficge or 
battle. 

Without taking any particular notice of thefb 
inve<9:ives, which I have mentioned as- a fpeci- 
men of the fpirit and temper with which he 
writes, I (hall only obferve, that what he hath 
himfelf owned in this Letter, with regard to the 
peace of Utrechty tendeth to give no very ad- 
vantageous idea of it. " I fhall not be fur-^ 

^^ prifed (faith he to his noble corrcfpondent) if 
** you think that the peace of Utrecht was 
^' not anfwerable to the fuccefs of the war, nor 
^* to the efforts that were made in it. I think 
*' fo myfelf, and have always owned that I 
•^ thought fo. Since we committed a fuccefs- 
^* ful folly, we ought to have reaped more ad- 
** vantage frosn it tl^an we did^ and ought to 

*' have 
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^^ have reduced the power of France, 2Lndi&. 
^/ have ftrengthened her neighbourhood, much^ 
*' more than we did *.'* — rr- And again, that 

'* the low and exhaufted ftate to which 

*^ France was reduced by the laft great war, 
^/ was but a momentary redirdion of he/ 
** power 3 ' and whatever reduiftion was^ 

*' brought about by the treaty of Utrecht was^ 
^' not fufficient: that the true redudtion of 
*^ the exorbitant power of France confifted ia 
difarming her frontiers, and fortifying the 
barriers againft her, by the ceffion and de-» 

V molition of many more places than fh© 

V yielded up at Utrecht -y but. not of more 
" than fhe might have been obliged to facri- 
** fice to her own immediate relief, and to the 
*' future fecurity of her neighbours §." ■ ^rrv „ 
Here is a fair cohfeffion, that the peace of" 
Utrecht was not, what it was fo often, with tri- 
umph, declared to be, at the time when it was 
made, a fafe and honourable peace. For, if* 
this reprefentation be true, it was neither fafb 
nor honourable: it was neither anfwerable td 
the fuccefs of the war, nor to the efforts that 
were made in it : we ought to have reduced the 
power of France, and to have ftrengthened her 
neighbours, more than we did: France ought to 
have been obliged to a ceffion and demolition of 
many more places than fhe yielded up at Utrecht t 
This was a facrifice fhe might have been obliged 
to make to her own immediate relief, and to the 
future fecurity of her neighbours* To this may 

» Vol. 11. p. 118, iig. f IbicK p. tij- 
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be added what he faith in the conclufion of his 
feventh Letter, that — " France then wouni 
^* up advantageoufly the ambitious fyftem fhe^ 
" had been fifty years in weaving, and concludedP 
** a war, in which fhc was defeated on ever)^^ 
•' fide, and wholly exhaufted, with little dimi^* 
** nution of the provinces and barriers acquirecf 
*^ to France^ and with the quiet pofleflion of 
*^ Spain and the Indies to a prince of the houfe 

* ' of Bourbon ||." And if this was the cafe; 

it cannot be wonder'd at, that there were many 
perfonsthat difapproved, and did all they could 
to prevent a peace, which helped France to 
wind up fo advantageoufly her ambitious fy- 
ftem, and left her, after a war, in which fhe 
had been defeated on every fide, and wholly ex- 
haufted, in poflTeffion of fo many advantages, 
^nd unjuft acquifitions. His lordfhip, indeed, 
has found out an excellent way for throwing 
the blame of making fuch an infufficient peace, 
not upon thofethat concluded it, but upon thofe 

that oppofed it. He affirms, that " it was 

*' folely owing to them that oppofed the peace, 
** that France was not obliged to make thofe 
** facrifices : arid: he is willing to put his whole 
'^ credit, and the whole merit of the caufe, 

" upon this iflue §". That *' the Queen 

" was, to the utmofl: degree, defirous to aft iii 
^* union with her allies > and that the difuniori 
"** of the allies gave France great advantage ; bu£ 
*^ that this diiunion was owing to thofe that 

*^ oppofed the Queen's meafures." This he 

8 Vol. I. p. 315. § Vol. JI. p. 124. 

reprefents 
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repreients as fo plain, that no man that has anjr 
ihame about him can deny it. Thefe things 
he inlai^ upon, for many pages together, in 
a declamation, which, for heat and bittemefs^ 
cannot be eafily paralleled §. Bu^ without en- 
tering vCTy deep into the matter, one may ven-^ 
ture to fay, and yet not be thought loil to all 
ienie of ihame, that how good foever the inten* 
tions of the managers might be, fome of the 
meafures diey took were very unhappily choien, 
either for preferving union among the allies, or 
obtaining an advantageous peace from France. 
They entered into a fecret ccM-refpondence with 
prance^ and carried it on for fome ti^ie, without 
the participation c^the other allies : and the firft 
preliminaries that were publifhed^ in con^uence 
of this, on the part of FrancCy were vifibly ihort 
of what (he had o^'d not long before. Gre^ 
and public abufe was thrown upon the allies, in 
papers known to be written und^ the direSioa 
of the miniflry ; and endeavours were ufed to 
raiie a.fpint againft them through the nation^ 
The Dutcbj in particular, wore treated with 
great infolence and ref^oach^ odious charges 
were advanced againft them; and what th^ 
cauied to be publifhed in dieir own vindication, 
was, inilead of being anfwer'd, treated with the 
utmofl indignity. At the fame time, pains were 
taken to perfuade the. people, that the nation 
was fo impoveriih'd and exhaufted, that they 
were unable to carry on the war any longer. 
Heavy charges were laid againft the firmer 

I VoLIL p. J 24, 125, 126, ^c. 

miniftry. 
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miniftry for continuing the war fo long; and 
the new minifters made it a point, on which 

they valued themfelves, " to fave their coun- 

** try (as he exprefleth it) from abfolute infol- 
" vency and bankruptcy, and to deliver her 
** from the neceflity of bearing any longer fo 
" unequal a part in fo unneceffary a war/' — . 
Thefe being the meafures that were taken in Eng'* 
land^ can it be imagined, that fo politic a court 
as that of France would not lay hold of fuch an 
advantage, and improve it ? They were, undoubt- 
edly, very defirous of peace ; but they knew alfo, 
that a peace the Britijh miniftry muft and 
would have ; and that therefore, by ftanding out 
a little longer, they fhould obtain peace upon 
much more advantageous terms to France^ than 
before they had reafon to exped:. And fo 
eager were the Britijh miniftry to get rid of 
the war, that, though they had given the Dutch 
pofitive aflurances, in the beginning of the year 
171 2, that they would adt vigoroufly in the 
common caufe, yet, in two months after, in 
the beginning of the campaign, orders were fent, 
in the Queen's name, to the Britijh general, not 
to engage in any fiege or battle till farther orders. 
This was done in concert with the French, the 
common enemy, and without the participation 
of the allies ; and was foon followed by a cef- * 
fation of arms, and by an adtual feparation of 
the national Britijh troops, and an endeavour to 
feparate all the foreign troops in the Britijh 
pay, from the reft of the confederate army. A 
ftrangc meafure this, if confidered in all its cir- 

M cumftances« 
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cumflances. And his lordfhip's vindication of itr 
isalmoft as extraordinary. I (hall not examine 
it, though, if I were difpofcd to do fo, I fhould 
not dcfire greater advantage than he has given. 
And thofe who are not acquainted with his lord* 
ihip's manner, will be apt to wonder at the pe- 
culiar drain of confidence with which he ex-* 
j)reireth himfelf on this occafion. 

After having charged the rtates with arrogance 
^nd prefumption,in finding fault with iheQueen's 
meafures, he in lift eth upon it, that if they would 
have made a right ufc of the two months fut- 

•penfion, by joining with the Queen- ^' even 

>' then we might have refumcd the fuperio- 
*^ rity we began to lofe in the congrefs */' — — 
, This is a fair confeflion, that from the time thofe 
' orders were given to the BritiJJj general, we be- 
gan to lofe that fupcriority in the congrefs, 
• which he had before acknowleged we had in the 
' beginning of the year 1712 -f. And indeed I 
cannot fee, how it could be otherwife ; fince, 
by this ftep, the French plainly faw, that Kng- 
I iand was determined not to carry on the war any 
longer. Nor, after fuch a fl:ep, would it have 
^ been in the power of the Queen, and theDutcb 
. united, to regain that fuperiority in the congrefs 
%vhich they had loft; except Prince hzd been 
perfuaded, that, in cafe they did not come into fuch 
terms as the allies might think neceflary. Great 
Britain would join heartily in puiljing.the war.^ 

* Vol. II. p. 144. t ll^i^' p- H^j i*i« 

But 
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But they very well knew the contrary 5 and that 
• they had nothing farther to fear from the jBr/- 
tf/b (ounfeh or forces. 

But I /hall not infift longer on thefe things, 
as it is not my intention to enter on a particular 
examination of what he hath offered in vindica- 
. tion of the peace of Utrecht. I fliall only add 
this one farther remark, in relation to it ; that he, 
all along, preferves the favourite ftile of that 
time, the ^een's peace^ the S^ueen^s meafures ; 
and all oppofition againft the then miniftry, and 
the meafures they were taking, is conftantly re- 
prefented as a fort of high treafon againft her 
Majefty, and an infult upon her authority. royal. 
But his lordfhip has, fince that time, known very 
well how to diftinguifti between the king and 
his minifters ; and has treated it as great info- 
lence in a miniftry, to fcreen their meafures un- 
der the fliado w of the royal authority. 

His lordfhip, after having fo vehemently 
inveighed againft the Whigs, for being fo eager 
to carry on the war in Queen ^«w's reign, finds 
nolefs fault with them, for the too pacific difpo- 
fition they fhewed after\yards. He obfervcs, 

that " a rage of warring pofleffcd a party in 

** our nation till the death of the late queen ; a 

' ^^ rage of hegotiating has poflTeffed the fame par- 
*^ ty of men ever fince -j-/* And fo he goes on to 
expofe the meafures of the ihiniftry, whom he 

* reprefents as having been in one perpetual maze. 

'I fhall not enter into the queftion, how far the 

t VoUU^.p. 167. 
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miniftcrs were in the right ot wrongs in ma- 
naging their negotiations. This I leave to thofe 
who under Aand thefe matters better than I can 
pretend to do, and about which probably men 
of excellent fenfe and underftanding may differ 
in their fentiments. I Ihall only obfcrve, how 
impoffible it is for that party of men to pleafe his 
lordfhip, againft whom he hath declared fo fix- 
ed an averfion, and who, he fays, have had the 
adminiftration in their hands almoft ever fince 
the Revolution. Whether they war or nego- 
tiate, they are always in the wrong. His lordftiip 
has mentioned a twofold rage, as he calls it, a 
rage of warring, and a rage of negotiating. There 
is a third rage, as remarkable as either of them ; 
and that is, the rage of a party-fpirit, which leads 
men to give the worft turns, and put the moft 
odious conftru6tion upon every thing. Scarce 
any meiafurcs can be taken in political matters, 
but what are liable to objeftions and inconveni- 
ences, which, when they fall into the hands of 
a perfon of fuch bright parts, and great com- 
mand of words, as the late lord Bolingbrokcy may 
be made to appear in a very difadvantageous 
light. And yet perhaps the perfons he blames 
were not fo much in the wrong, or fo incon- 
liftent with themfelves, as he reprefents them, 
in having been firft for warring, and afterwards 
for negotiating. He himfelf owns, that the war 
entered into againft France^ was, for fome years, 
necefiary ; and that it was carried on with iiir- 
priling fuccefs. The Whigs -were for icontiijuing 

to 
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to pufti the war, though the nation was very 
much burdened, till they had efFedtually broken 
and humbled the French power, and had reaped 
advantages anfwerablc to fuch unparalleled fuc- 
ceifes. And they might very confidently be of this 
opinion, and yet afterwards, when the opportu- 
nity was let flip, and not to be retrieved, when 
the peace was made, and the confederacy bro- 
ken, they might be againft plunging the nation 
into new wars, which would add to that debt 
which had been necefFarily incurred before. And 
if, for preventing fuch new wars, they fometimes 
carried their defire of negotiating* too far, if in 
fome cafes they appeared pacific, even to a de- 
gree of tamenefs, however others might find fault 
with them, his lord(hip, and thofe of his fenti- 
ments, had no right to do fo ^ who had fo bit- 
terly inveighed againft them, for being eager to 
carry on a war, in which they had fo glorious 
profpeds. For certainly, if the nation's being 
exhaufted, and overburdened with debts, were a 
reafon for putting an end to that glorious and 
fuccefsful war,^by apeace, which was far from 
anfwering the ends of it, or reaping the advan- 
tages that might be expected from it; this reafon 
was much ftronger for not entering into new wars, 
in which they could not promife themfelves 
equal fuccefs,and of which it was not eafy to fee 
the confequences. Though therefore their trea- 
ties and negotiations were not in all refpeds 
io happily conducted, as hislordlhip, in hisfupe** 
rior wifdom might think fhould have been done^ 
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•yet- he ought at leaft to have commended their 
'papific intention. It is proper to obferve, that 
fince the writing of his long Letter on the peace 
oiUtrecbty there hath been another war, which 
could not be avoided, befides a dangerous rebel- 
lion at home, which hath occafioned a new and 
:vaft ^xpence, and hath mightily increaied the 
-national debt, which was fo great before. But 
rtbe adminiftration is not to be blamed, who 
rfcept: out of that war as long as they could, till 
k%\k voice of the nation demanded it ; much lefs 
are they to be blamed for that rebellion, which 
i was railed with a view to overturn the prefent 
cftablifliment. And yet fo unreafonable are 
:the enemies of our conftitution, as to exclaim 
-againft the government, for the expences and 
- debts, that the war which the whole nation de- 
i manded, and the rebellion which they them- 
felves had raifed, made hpccffary. 

I have now finiihed my remarks on the 
late Lord Bolinghroke's Letters on the Study 
:tmd Ufe of : Hiftory. Ij: is with regret that I 
iliave found myfelf 9bliged to fay many things 
Ahat may ieemto bear h^rd upon the reputation 
.'t)f a writer of fuch eminence. But, I believe, 
.hy this, time, it appears, that how great ibever 
c hia abilities muft be acknowleged to be, his con* 
..fident ailertions are notabfolutely to be depend* 
-ed a{>on, /not even in civil and political, much 
c lefs in religious matters. It cannot but be matter 
►i)f great concern, to fee fuch open attempts 
/made againft what ought to be dearer to us tmn 
jjwr lives. But, I hope, the efp^ft will be, to 

con- 
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convince all good men of the ncceflity they arc 
under of uniting in hearty sind carneft endea- 
vours to ferve and promote the Chriftian caufe, 
sand the real welfare of their country ; and Khali 
count myfdf happy, if thefe reflections can con- 
tribute in any degree to fo excellent an end. 
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